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PREFACE. 



AT the Twenty-first National Convention of the Woman's 
Relief Corps, held in San Francisco, Cal., August 20-21, 
1903, the Committee on Report of National Counselor, in ac- 
cordance with her Recommendation "that the Decisions of all 
National Conventions should be properly compiled and classified 
for easy reference," approved the following Reconunendation : — 

That a committee of three Past National Presidents be ap- 
pointed to compile these Decisions, and that each Past National 
President be consulted regarding Decisions of her Conventions, 
so that the work may be made as perfect as possible. 

This was unanimously adopted, and the National President, 
Lodusky J. Taylor, appointed the undersigned committee. 

For various reasons it became necessary to defer the comple- 
tion of this work, but a brief report of progress was submitted 
_to the Twenty-second National Convention held in Boston, 
Mass., August 17-18, 1904. The report was accepted, and the 
following Recommendation unanimously adopted : — 

That all necessary expense incurred in preparing and publish- 
ing the work be rendered on itemized bills, and paid by the Na- 
tional Treasurer on approval of National President. 

The subjects included in the Rules and Regulations will be 
found arranged in alphabetical order in the index. 

Decisions and opinions are placed under their proper heads. 
If a more exhaustive examination is deemed necessary, refer- 
ences are made to the pages of Journals where they may be 
found in full. Realizing the importance of preserving the early 
history of our Order, the "Introduction" in former Red Book, 



by Past National President Kate B. Sherwood, with additional 
matter, has been placed in this book. The name of Red Book 
is familiar to all, and was given to the first compilation of laws 
by an honored National President, Annie Wittenmyer, now de- 
ceased. Many of her notes, -explanatory of points of law, are 
so clear that the conmiittee feel justified in inserting the same. 
The Red Book is a counterpart of the Blue Book, the standard 
authority of the Grand Army of the Republic, and the com- 
mittee deem it advisable to issue the book under its former 
name. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. & L. 

Mary L. Carr, 
Emma R. Wallace, 
Harriet J. Bodge, 
Committee on Compilation and Publication. 

Concord, N.H., June 17, 1906. 

The following compilation of Decisions of the several National 
Conventions, as prepared by the Committee, is hereby approved 
as directed by the Twenty-third National Convention. See Jour- 
nal, 1905, p. 340. 

(Signed) Fanny E. Minot, 

Attest: Past National President. 

Helen M. Aters, 

Past National Secretary, 

Minneapolis, Minn., August 17, 1906. 

This revision of the Woman's Relief Corps Red Book by (he 
Twenty-fourth National Convention is hereby approved. 

Abbie Abenath Adams, 
Attest: National President. 

Mary R. Morgan, 

National Secretary. 



PREFACE 

TO JANUARY EDITION, 1912. 



The Twenty-Seventh National Convention of the Woman's 
Relief Corps, upon recommendation of National President 
Mary L. Oilman, constituted a "Standing Committee to be 
known as the Committc^e on Rules and Regulations, to whom 
shall be referred all proposed changes and amendments to the 
Rules and Regulations, Ritual, Service Book, blanks and all 
other forms used by authority of the National Convention, — 
the members of such committee to be elected, one for one year, 
one for two years and one for three years, and annually there- 
after, one for three years." 

In accordance with such decision the following were elected: 
Mary L. Oilman, Harriet J. Bodge, Mary L. Carr. 

At the Twenty-Eighth National Convention, consequent 
upon the resignation of the Chairman, Mary L. Oilman, Mary 
L. Carr was elected to complete her unexpired term and Jennie 
Iowa Berry, retiring National President, was elected third 
member. 

On recommendation of National President Belle C. Harris, 
the Twenty-Ninth National Convention assigned the committee 
to the work of publishing a "Red Book" which should contain 
all laws and decisions to date. 

In preparing this edition (January, 1912) the original plan of 
construction has been ctosely followed and an endeavor made 
to place all decisions and explanatory notes directly below the 
law to which they refer. 

Owing to the large number of new decisions to be entered, 
the committee, not desiring to change in form the book so 
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familiar to our membership, 'has found it necessary to con- 
dense, where possible to do so without detracting from the 
substance of a decision. 

Complete references to Journals are given, where the full 
text of each opinion may be found. 

The last reference following each decision refers to the page 
of Journal where final action was taken. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. & L. 

Mary L. Carr, 
Harriet J. Bodge, 
Jennie Iowa Berry, 
Approved : Committee on Revision, 

Cora M. Davis, 

National President. 

Attest: 

Jennie B. Higqins, 

National Secretary. 

PREFACE 
To May Edition, 1914. 

The stock of Red Book, edition 1912, being exhausted, 
necessitating a reprint of same, this edition has been revised 
by the Standing Committee on Revision, and includes all de- 
cisions of the Thirtieth and Thirty-first National Conventions. 

At the Thirty-first National Convention held at Chattanooga, 
Tenn., Cora M. Davis was elected third member of the 
Committee, Jennie Iowa Berry, whose term had expired, 
declining a re-election. 

Respectfully submitted in F., C. & L. 

Mary L. Carr, 
Harriet J. Bodge, 
Cora M. Davis, 

Committee on Revision, 



INTRODUCTION. 



WOMAN'S RELIEF CORPS. 



The work of American women in the great war for the preser- 
vation of the Union was that of relief, — relief on the battlefield 
and in the hospital for the wounded and the sick; relief, in homes 
provided for them, of the wives and children of the soldiers at 
the front, as well as for the widows and orphans of those who 
went forth never to return. 

Soldiers' Aid Societies were organized from New England to 
the farthest West, which were, in turn, the great sources of sup- 
ply of the Christian and Sanitary Commissions, formed under 
the patronage of the government for the collection and distri- 
bution of hospital and sanitary supplies. Millions of dollars 
were raised and expended, and thousands of lives saved, through 
the direct agency of the patriotic, loyal women of the North 
in the four years of our great struggle. 

With the disbandment of our armies followed the dissolu- 
tion of our Christian and Sanitary Commissions, and the formal 
closing of the busy work-rooms of our Soldiers' Aid Societies. 
Our returned heroes were received with joyful acclaim, and with 
the full confidence that the country which they had saved with 
their blood would fulfil its promises to reward their glorious 
deeds and- provide for their necessities, should they sicken and 
fall by the way. 

A decade passed by. A financial crisis was on the country. 
Sickness and old wounds and lack of work and bitter disap- 
pointments began to make cruel ravages in the veteran ranks. 
Hundreds of orphans cried for bread. Hundreds of women in 
widows' weeds went about the streets, seeking work in the name 
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of soldier husbands, and there was none. Where, then, would 
the veterans turn for help but to the loyal women of America, — 
the women who stood by them in a harder fight? 

The Grand Army of the Republic, organized at the close of 
the war to promote the great principles of Fraternity, Qiarity 
and Loyalty, had been doing its utmost to aid and comfort 
their unfortunate comrades; but the organization was small 
in numbers, and had no sources of replenishment for the steady 
drains upon its treasury. Then it was that the loyal women 
answered again, " Here am II "to the call of the men who saved 
the nation. Almost simultaneously Massachusetts and Ohio 
took up the line of advance, the former under the name of 
the Woman's Relief Corps, the latter that of Post Ladies' Aid 
Society. This grand movement began in the year 1878-79, 
and has grown more formidable in numbers and influence to 
the present time. These societies, which had extended through 
several States, together with several other local auxiliaries and 
leagues, united in 1883 in a National Association at Denver, 
Colo., under the name of Woman's Relief Corps, Auxiliary to 
the Grand Army of the Republic. 

The name "Relief Corps" was first used by a society at Port- 
land, Me., organized by the Post in 1869 under the name of 
Bosworth Relief Corps No. 1, a society still in existence. The 
next place we find it used is at Fitchburg, Mass., February, 

1879, when the Woman's State Relief Corps, Auxiliary to the 
Grand Army of the Republic, was formed. The call for this 
Convention was authorized by General Horace Binney Sargent, 
Department Commander of Massachusetts, G. A. R., James F. 
Meech, Assistant Adjutant-General, year 1878-79. December 8, 

1880, the State Relief Corps of Massachusetts and New Hamp- 
shire united to form the Union Board of the Woman's Relief 
Corps. 

In 1880-81, when Comrade J. F. Lovering, of Massachusetts, 
was Chaplain-in-Chief, G. A. R., he used every endeavor to bring 
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about a national union of the soldiers' societies of the several 
States, and his correspondence upon this subject with Depart- 
ments and Posts was extensive. Through the personal efforts 
of Mrs. Sarah E. Fuller of East Boston, President of the Mas- 
sachusetts Woman's State Relief Corps, a resolution was intro- 
duced by Chapiain-in-Chief Lovering in the Fourteenth National 
Encampment, G. A. R., in session at Indianapolis, July, 1881, 
calling attention to the importance of an officially organized 
woman's auxiliary. A committee was appointed, consisting 
of J. F. Lovering, George Brown, and B. Crabb to consider 
the question and report to the Fifteenth Annual Encampment. 
When the committee made their report, the following resolu- 
tions were presented and unanimously adopted >- 

Resolved, That we approve of the project of organizing a National 
Woman's Relief Corps. 

Resolved, That such Woman's Relief Corps may use, under such 
title, the words "Auxiliary to the Grand Army of the Republic' 



ff 



This was in 1881; but it^was not until 1883, when Paul Van 
Der Voort was elected Commander-in-Chief, that the Grand 
Army took measures to put this resolution into efifect. Mean- 
while auxiliaries had been rapidly spreading, and Posts every- 
where were looking about for the best plans of organization for 
the noble women whom they had called to their assistance. 

Commander-in-Chief Van Der Voort traveled extensively 
during the year of his administration, and the rapidity of re- 
cruiting which attended his efforts was largely owing to the 
fact that he earnestly enjoined upon all Posts the advantages 
of auxiliaries and the assistance and encouragement to be de- 
rived from them. He called public attention to the work per- 
formed by the auxiliaries, and in General Orders referred in- 
quiring comrades to E. Florence Barker, Maiden, Mass.; 
Sarah E. Fuller, East Boston, Mass.; Lizabeth A. Turner, 
Boston, Mass., of the Massachusetts Woman's Relief Corps. 
Also Kate B. Sherwood, Toledo, Ohio; Emily Thornton Charles, 
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Washington, D.C. ; Laura McNier, Camden, N.J. ; and Mrs. M. A. 
Sawyer, Portland, Me., each of whom was the head of a distinct 
Order, for instructions in forming auxiliaries. 

Realizing the power of the press, he enlisted the influence of 
the National Tribune, Washington, D.C, circulating among the 
soldiere of every State and Territory, to aid in a National 
Union. Through his recommendations Kate B. Sherwood was 
invited to contribute weekly to its columns concerning the aims 
and objects and methods of work of the soldiers' auxiliary. 
This was in the fall of 1882. Correspondence was also invited 
from auxiliary workers in every State. 

Early in 1883 Mrs. Sherwood assumed editorial control of the 
woman's department of the Tribune, when her first work was 
to prepare and issue a series of questions to the several auxil- 
iaries, the replies to which were published in the Tribune, This 
preliminary interchange of opinions did much to prepare the 
way for and hasten the consummation of a National Union. 

When Commander-in-Chief Van Der Voort, in the spring of 
1883, issued his call for the Denver Encampment, he invited 
the auxiliaries named, and others of the same character, to meet 
at Denver, July 25, 26, and form a National Association. About 
fifty women were present besides the Denver society, embracing 
representatives of both secret and ritualistic and open work. 
E. Florence Barker was elected chairman, and Kate B. Sherwood 
secretary. 

It was moved by Kate B. Sherwood of Ohio that we form a 
National Organization on the basis of Massachusetts work. The 
motion was carried. The votes were then taken singly on 
Secrecy and Eligibility; the majority voted for Secret work, 
and the admission of loyal women of good moral character 
irresp active of relationship to the soldier. The Name, Ritual, 
Rules and Regulations and Work written and unwritten, of the 
Union Board Woman's Relief Corps, Department of Massa- 
chusetts were adopted. 



11 



National Officers, July 25, 26, 1883, Denver, Colo. 

Nalional President *E. Florence Barker .... Maiden, Mass. 

** Senior Vice-President .*Kate B. Sherwood .... Toledo, Ohio. 

*' Junior Vice-PreaideM . *Mary A. Stimaon Denver, Colo. 

** Secretary *Sarah E. Fuller Boston, Maaa. 

** Treaaurer *Luabeth A. Turner .... Boston, Mass. 

** Inepector Emily Gardner Denver, Colo. 

'* Chaplain Mattie ,B. Moulton .... Laconia, N.H. 

** Conductor ^Frances 8. Runyan .... Warsaw, Ind. 

** Guard *Jane W. Beatson Rockford, 111. 

** Cor, Secretary *Mary Jewett Telford . . . Denver, Colo. 

** Cor, Secretary Ellen M Pay Topeka, Kan. 



Charter Members, W.R.C. 



*£. Florence Barker, Maiden, Mass. 
*Sarah £. Fuller, East Boston, Mass. 
^Lisabeth A. Turner, Boston, Mass. 

Helen S. Bangs, Waterville, Me. 
*Eate B. Sherwood, Toledo, Ohio. 

Lenore K. Sherwood, Toledo, Ohio. 

Mary E. Lanning, Columbus, Ohio. 

Annie W. Clark, Columbus, Ohio. 
§Lotta L. Myers, Canton, Ohio. 

Emma K. MoCammon, Carthage, O. 

Ella MoCammon, Carthage, Ohio. 

Helen M. Santmeyer, Carthage, O. 
*Mary Timmerman, Leipsio, Ohio. 

Marion A. Gillis, Cleveland, Ohio. 

Amelia A. Moore, Youngstown, Ohio. 
♦Frances S. Runyan, Warsaw, Ind. 

Frances Elliott Olney, Warsaw, Ind. 
♦Henrietta Norton, Rockford, 111. 
♦Jane W. Beatson, Rockford. 111. 
♦Kate Hobart, Rockford, 111. 
♦Emily T. Charles, Washington, D.C. 

Louise V. Bryant, Washington, D.C. 
♦Lissie Anderson, Topeka, Kan. 

Ellen M. Pay, Topeka, Kan. 

Sarah E. Devendorf, Topeka, Kan. 

Jennie Fensky, Topeka, Kan. 

Emma B. Airich, Cawker City, Kan. 

America Anderson, Denver, Colo. 
♦Olive Hogle, Denver, Colo. 
♦Mary A. Stimson, Denver, Colo. 
♦Mary Jewett Telford, Denver, Colo. 



i Augusta B. Henderson, Denver, Colo. 
♦Angenette Peavy, Denver, Colo. 
§ Josephine L. Peavy, Denver, Colo. 
♦Frances A. Klock, Denver, Colo. 

Julia A. Lynd, Denver, Colo. 

Nora Mclntyre, Denver, Colo. 

Maria F. Gray Pitman, Denver, Colo 

Emily Gardner, Denver, Colo. 
♦Mary A. Ingersoll, Denver, Colo. 

Margaret Freeman, Denver, Colo. 

Mary E. Lattin, Denver, Colo. 

Henrietta F. Mills, Denver, Colo. 

Harriet B. Jefifries, Denver, Colo. 

Lizzie M. Tarbell, Denver, Colo. 

Harriet L. Heard, Denver, Colo. 

Mary Berwick, Denver, Colo. 
*Louise E. Sherman, Colorado Springs 
Colo. 

Mary L. Carr, Longmont, Colo. 

Mesdames 
S. O. Ver Plank, Denver, Colo. 
F, A. DriscoU, Denver, Colo. 
H. B. Ayers, Denver, Colo. 
W. H. Savage, Denver, Colo. 
J. F. Lather, Denver, Colo. 
C. E. Hanly, Denver, Colo. 
S. D. Hunt, Denver, Colo. 
H. L. Wads worth, Denver, Colo. 
W. H. Leavems, Denver. Colo. 



iNot now a member of the Order. 
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A formal report of the organization of a Woman's Relief 
Corps, in accordance with the resolution of the Fifteenth An- 
nual Encampment, was made to the Encampment through 
Chaplain-in-Chief Foster, upon whose motion the following reso- 
lution was unanimously passed: — 

Resolved, That we cordially hail the organization of a National 
Woman's Relief Corps, and extend our greeting to them. We 
return our warmest thanks to the loyal women of the land for 
their earnest support and encouragement, and bid them God-speed 
in their patriotic work. 

Later the newly organized Woman's Relief Corps was re- 
ceived into the Encampment, and the officers introduced from 
the platform. They were cordially welcomed by Conmiander- 
in-Chief Van Der Voort, and other distinguished comrades, in- 
cluding Past Commander-in-Chief John A. Logan, the staunch 
friend from first to last of woman's work for the soldier. 

KATE B. SHERWOOD, 
Secretary organizing Convention, 1883. 

I take pleasure in indorsing the above. 

E. FLORENCE BARKER, 
Chairman and First National President, 
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EARLY DOCUMENTS AND BLANKS. 



It is a very pleasant duty to attest to the faithful and efficient 
work of the first DepMtment Secretary of Massachusetts, Mrs. 
Katrina L. Beedle, oi Cambridge, for to her is the Woman's 
Relief Corps indebted for much of its success in the early days 
of the Order. The preparation of all our printed matter, and 
the creation of many of the blanks now in use, was her personal 
work. At the Convention at Fitchburg all the forms of work, 
Rules and Regulations, Ritual, Installation, and Burial Ser- 
vices, were put into the hands of special committees, with in- 
structions to report at a meeting of Convention held about six 
weeks later; and all the work of those committees was then sub- 
jected to entire revision, and many additions, — in fact, little of 
the original papers was left; and the work of rewriting all those 
papers was done by the Secretary, who at once put the Rules 
and Regulations in proper form and they were printed, as also 
a form of Charter which was Mrs. Beedle's own work and 
adopted by Convention without change. 

She was obliged to write a copy of the Ritual for each Corps 
President and duties of other officers for the first year, thirteen 
Corps. At the Second Convention the Department President, 
Sarah E. Fuller, reported that the Installation Service prepared 
by the committee had proved very unsatisfactory for practical 
use, and recommended an entirely new form, as prepared by 
Mrs. Beedle, which had that beautiful and appropriate prayer 
by the Chaplain which for eight years received the highest 
compliments by comrades and ladies in every State where a 
Corps was organized. That service was unanimously adopted, 
and a rising vote of thanks given Mrs. Beedle for her kind- 
ness and patience in preparing the form. 
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During the year 1880 she conceived the idea of printing the 
Rituab, and having hired the use of a printing-office, for even- 
ings, of a comrade, she secured the services of two ladies who 
were typesetters, and members of Corps No. 2 of Cambridge. 
They did all that work by hand, — blocking up the forms, and tak- 
ing the printed sheets home each evening until the work was 
done, — enough for about fifty copies. She also arranged the 
first blanks. Application for Charter, Application for Member- 
ship, and Quarterly Reports for Corps' use. Thus it will be seen 
what a great amount of work, as well as good judgment and 
knowledge, was required in those days, when our work was kept 
so secret that we dared not ask the advice of comrades to help 
us out. The Burial Service for members was arranged by the 
cljiairman of the committee, Mrs. Francelia F. Boynton, the 
second Department Chaplain of Massachusetts, and it has ever 
remained unchanged. 

When I remember Mrs. Beedle's ability and her loyalty to 
the Woman's Relief Corps, I realize what a loss her death was, 
not only to Massachusetts, but to the Order ever3rwhere. 

SARAH E. FULLER, 

Medford, Mass. 
I verify this statement. 

LIZABETH A. TURNER, 

Boston, Mass. 



LOYAL Women. 



EXTRACT FROM ADDRESS OF E. FLORENCE BARKER, 
FIRST NATIONAL PRESIDENT. 



At the formation of the Order in Denver July 26, 1883, the 
question of "admission of loyal women" involved "a spirited 
debate." The work of Massachusetts had already been adopted, 
and unlimited membership the basis of organization. New Jer- 
sey, the only State Department represented besides Massachu- 
setts, stated that until our next Convention they could not join 
us, as they came instructed not to join the National Convention, 
if that measure prevailed. Here was a sister State desiring to 
unite, but unable on account of instructions received from their 
Department. 

Having received the compliment of adoption by convention 
of Massachusetts work, the delegates were anxious to conciliate 
and form a union of aU organizations, and Mrs. Lizabeth A. 
Turner, a loyal woman, having no kith or kin in the service, 
moved "to permit Departments to decide this question during 
the following year, thereby giving the Department of New 
Jersey an opportunity to unite with us." 

Note. — The action of the National Convention held in Min- 
neapolis, July 23-25, 1884, was decisive, the vote being seventy-six 
for "admission of loyal women/' seven opposed. 

References. — ^Joumal, 1884, reprinted edition, pp. 12-15, 
45, 46. E. F. B. 



Uedtimonial to (Colonel IRobett X. Seatb 

ADOPTBD BT TWBNTT-ronBTH NATIONAL CONVUNTZON. 

Comrade Robert B. Beath, Past Commander-in-Chief of the Grand Army of the 
Republic, was elected by the Twentieth National Encampment, Denver. Colorado, 
1883, the same Encampment which gave official recognition to the Woman's 
Relief Corps. E. Florence Barker, National President, organized at Denver, 
in pursuance with a resolution passed by Eighteenth National Encampment, 
held in Indianapolis, 1881. 

He promulgated General Orders, following the Encampment, recognizing the 
Woman's Relief Corps as Auxiliary to the Grand Army of the Republic, com- 
mending it to Departments and Posts, preparing the way for the rapid organiza- 
tion which followed; and in his Address before the Twenty-first National Ekicamp- 
ment. held in Minneapolis, he made .honorable mention of the growth and worth 
of the Woman's Relief Corps. 

He gave the Woman's Relief Corps a proud place in his *' History of the Grand 
Army of the Republic"; illustrated with portraits of officers. 

As compiler and exponent of Grand Army law and precedent, he has been the 
judicial adviser of successive National Presidents, Beath's "Blue Book" having 
stood as authority in all questions not covered by the rules of the Woman's 
Relief Corps. 

He has been a firm friend, a patient counselor, and a tower of strength, in all 
times of doubt and difficulty, of successive National Presidents ; and an inspira- 
tion to the women, who from inexperience in law and practice, have taken front 
rank among organizations of women, working in accordance with business 
methods and a uniform ritual. Therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Woman's Relief Corps Auxiliary to the Grand Army of the 
Republic, assembled at Minneapolis, in Twenty-fourth National Convention, 
the city in which Colonel Beath laid down the gavel of Chief Executive of the 
Grand Army of the Republic, do. in appreciation of his soldierly qualities, 
sterling citizenship and wise counselorship, direct the promulgation of this 
tribute in General Orders. And further, that an engrossed official copy be 
prepared, bearing the seal of the Woman's Relief Corps, the signatures of 
the National President and Secretary and Past National Presidents, in order of 
election, with their dates of service, to be presented Colonel Beath. 

Also, that with this testimonial shall be presented a badge of the Woman's 
Relief Corps, in gold, with a pendant in the shape of the badge of the Army Corps 
in which he served, duly lettered and colored, the badge to be inscribed "Robert 
B. Beath, Past Commander-in-Chief Grand Army of the Republic — From the 
Woman's Relief Corps. Minneapolis. 1906." 
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Andersonville. 



Andersonville! The stockade-sxirrounded prison pen of 
twenty-four acres where, for fourteen months in the years 
of 1864 and 1865, when war between the North and the South 
was in progress, thirty-five thousand Union men were confined 
unsheltered from the burning rays of the Southern sun, drenched 
by the rain and deadly dews of the night I More than half 
their number died; fourteen thousand lie buried near the 
ground hallowed by their sufferings. 

These prison grounds, bought by the Grand Army of the 
Republic of Georgia, were, to insure their preservation as a 
memorial, presented to the National Woman's Relief Corps 
in 1906. They were accepted by the Fomiieenth National 
Convention and steps were at once taken to redeem the property 
from its desolate and barren condition. 

During many years after its acquirement by the Woman V 
Relief Corps, the work of restoration was directed by Past 
National President Lizabeth A. Turner, under whose guidance 
grounds were cleared, trees planted, a caretaker 's^ cottage 
built and a pavilion erected over the spring which, as "the 
prisoners* cry of thirst rang up to Heaven," miraculously 
burst forth, as in answer to prayer. Monuments, dedicated 
to their sons who had there died amid scenes of suffering, were 
erected by several States. 

Willingly did the noble women of our Order raise the funds 
to transform a barren waste into a "garden of blessed memory, " 
visitors to which will for all time behold a memorial of men 
who proved themselves the highest type of patriots, — a garden 
of which it has been said: 
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"With its smiling skies and its blossoming flowers, with its 
velvet turf and its arching trees, with its fragant air and its 
rippling stream, with roses, roses everywhere and peace and the 
flag encompassing all, — this is the Andersonville of today!" 

After the death of Mrs. Turner, which occurred at Ander- 
sonville in the spring of 1907, the mantle she had so royally 
worn fell fittingly upon the shoulders of Pasi National President 
Sarah D. Winans, who thereafter carried on the work. 

Deeming it best for the future of these historic grounds, 
the Woman's Relief Corps in 1908, upon recommendation of 
Kate E. Jones, National President, tendered them to the United 
States Government and, in pursuance of an Act of Congress 
approved March 2, 1910, the Secretary of War was "authorized 
and directed to accept the land so tendered with all improve- 
ments thereon," the formal transfer being made September 
20, 1910. 

The Twenty-eighth National Convention ordered that a 
bronze tablet be erected to memorialize the patriotic work 
of the Woman's Relief Corps, in preserving and beautifying 
this spot where thousands suffered martyrdom rather than 
forsake the Stars and Stripes. 

This memorial, beautiful in form and conception, was dedi- 
cated and presented to the United States Government on the 
thirtieth of May, 1911, and its erection marks the culmination 
of the work of the Woman's Relief Corps for "Andersonville." 

Interwoven in these lines are many loving thoughts expressed 
by those who labored long and earnestly for a cause dear to all. 

This brief record of our possession of Andersonville is written 
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Lest We Forget." 



Committee 1912. 



ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION. 



THESE ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION OP THE NATIONAL 

woman's RELIEF CORPS 

• _ • 

Wiinesaeth, That we, the undersigned, a majority of whom are 
citizens of the State of Ohio, desiring to form a corporation, not for 
profit, under the general corporation laws of said State, do hereby 
certify: 

First. The name of said corporation shall be The National 
Woman's Relief Corps. 

Second. Said corporation is to be located and its principal 
business transacted at the city of Troy, in Miami County, Ohio. 

Third. The purpose for which said corporation is formed is: 

1. To especially aid and assist the Grand Army of the Republic 
and to perpetuate the memory of their heroic dead. 

2. To assist such Union Veterans as need our help and protection, 
and to extend needful aid to their widows and orphans. To find 
them homes and employment, and assure them of sympathy and 
friend?. To cherish and emulate the deeds of our Army Nurses and 
all loyal women who rendered loving service to oiir country in her 
hour of peril. 

3. To maintain true allegiance to the United States of America, 
to inculcate lessons of patriotism and love of country among our 
children and in the communities in which we live, and encourage 
the spread of imiversal liberty and equal rights to all. 

In Witness Whereof, We have hereunto set our hands this 
twenty-fourth day of December, A.D. 1903. 

Sarah D. Winans. Mary M. North. 
Jennie S. Wright. Sarah E. Phillips. 
Kate B. Sherwood. Lizabeth A. Turner. 
Cora Day Young. Clara Barton. 
Mary C. Wentzel. Allaseba M. Bliss. 

State of Ohio ) 

County of Montgomery J 

On this twenty-fourth dav of December, A.D. 1903, personally 
appeared before me, the undersigned, a Notary Public within and 
for said county, the above named Sarah D. Winans and Jennie S. 
Wright, who each severally acknowledged the signing of the fore- 
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going articles of incorporation to be her free act and deed, for the 
uses and purposes therein mentioned. 

Witness my hand and official seal on the day and year last 
aforesaid. 

(seal) GEO. W. OZIAS, 

Notary Public. 

State op Ohio ) 

County op Montgomery j 

I, Chas. W. Bieser, Clerk of the Court of Common Pleas, within 
and for the county aforesaid, do hereby certify that Geo. W. Ozias, 
whose name is subscribed to the foregoing acknowledgment as a 
Notary Pubhc. was at the date thereof a Notary Public in and for 
said county, duly commissioned and qualified, and authorized as 
such to take said acknowledgment; and, further, that I am well 
acquainted with his handwriting, and believe that the signature 
to said acknowledgment is genuine. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed 
the seal of said Court at Dayton, Ohio, this twenty-fourth day of 
December, A.D. 1903. 

(seal) chas. W. bieser, 

Clerk, 

TfiE State op Ohio ) 
Lucas County J 

On this second day of January, A.D. 1904, personally appeared 
before me, the undersigned, a Notary Public within and for said 
county, the above named Kate B. Sherwood, who acknowledged 
the signing of the foregoing articles of incorporation to be her free 
act and deed, for the uses and purposes therein mentioned. 

Witness my hand and official seal on the day and year last 
aforesaid 

(seal) GEO. E. SENEY, Jr., 

Notary Public. 

The State op Ohio ) 
Lucas County J 

I, J. M. Weir, Clerk of the Court of Common Pleas within and 
for the county aforesaid, do hereby certify that Geo. E. Seney, Jr., 
whose name is subscribed to the foregomg acknowledgment as a 
Notary Public, was at the date thereof a Notary Public in and for 
said county, auly commissioned and qualified, and authorized as 
such to take said acknowledgment; and^ further, that I am well 
acquainted with his handwriting, and believe that the signature to 
said acknowledgment is genuine. 

In Witness Whereop, I have hereimto set my hand and affixed 
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the seal of said Court, at Toledo, in said county, this fourth day of 

January, A.D. 1904. • 

(SBAL) J. M. WEIR, 

Clerk, 

The State op Omo 1 
Gbeene Countt / 

On this twenty-fourth day of December, A.D. 1903, personally 
appeared before me, the undersigned, a Notary Public within and 
for said county, the above named Cora Day Young and Mar^ C. 
Wentzel, who each and severally acknowleaged the signing of the 
forgoing articles of incorporation to be her free act and deed, for 
the uses and purposes therein mentioned. 

Witness my hand and official seal on the day and year last 
aforesaid. 

(seal) L. B. YALE, 

Notary PMic. 

The State of Ohio ) 
Greene County i 

I, S. O. Hale, Clerk of the Court of Common Pleas within and for 
the county aforesaid, do hereby certify that L. B. Yale, whose name 
is subscribed to the foregoing acknowledgment as a Notary Public, 
was at the date thereof a Notary Pubhc in and for said coimty, duly 
commissioned and Qualified, and authorized as such to take ac- 
knowledgments; ana, further, that I am well acquainted with his 
handwriting, and bcUeve that the signature to said acknowledg- 
ment is genuine. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and affixed 
the seal of said Court, at Xenia in said county, this twenty-fifth 
day of December, A.D. 1903. 

(seal) S. 0. HALE, 

Clerk. 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
State of Ohio, 
Office of the Secretary of State. 

I^ Lewis C. Laylin, Secretary of State of Ohio, do hereby 
certify that the forgoing is an exemplified copy, carefully compared 
by me with the original record now in my official custody as Secretary 
of State, and found to be true and correct, of the Articles of Incorpo- 
ration of "The National Woman's Relief Corps," filed in this 
office on the third day of February, A.D. 1904, and recorded in 
Volume 92, page 642. of the Records of Incorporations. 

Witness my hana and official seal at Columbus, this third day 
of February, A.D. 1904. 

(seal) lewis C. laylin, 

Secretary of State. 



RULES AND REGULATIONS 



OF THE 



WOMAN'S RELIEF CORPS, 



AUXILIARY TO THE GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC 



AS AMENDED TO MAY, 1914. 



PREAMBLE. 

WE, the mothers, wives, daughters and sisters of Union 
soldiers, sailors, and marines who aided in putting down 
the Rebellion, do, with other loyal women, unite to establish a 
permanent association for the objects herein set forth, and 
through a National Convention do ordain and enact the follow- 
ing Rules and Regulations for its government. 



DECISION. — That Past Commander-in-Chief Beath's Blue Book stand as 
authority for all official decisions and>.opinions not covered by our own laws. 

References, — Journal. 1885, reprinted edition, pp. 51-135; 
K. B. S., and other Journals. 
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NOTB. — The following extract from the Address of National President Kate 
Brownlee Sherwood, having so great an historical value, and being of vital 
interest to the Order, is quoted in fuU. Committee 1914. 

RULES AND REGULATIONS. 

"The National President very early discovered that Rules and Regulations 
governing the Woman's Relief Corps, as adapted to the National work after 
Denver and as revised after Minneapolis, were yet wholly inadequate for the 
government and conduct of the National association. National headquarters 
was deluged with correspondence asking a solution to Corps troubles and mul- 
titudinous questions, to answer which no provision was made in our written law, 
or, indeed, in our unwritten law, save as we fell back upon Grand Army rule and 
precedent. One of two things presented itself: either to allow the Woman's 
Relief Corps to go adrift into disintegration for lack of prompt and decisive 
management not provided for in Rules and Regulations, or by a somewhat 
arbitrary course of action to declare such laws as were essential to the main- 
tenance and preservation of law and order. It was here that the advantage of 
a recognized auxiliary came to the front. The National President felt that if 
sustained by the Grand Army of the Republic in her course of action she would 
not bring upon herself the censure of the Woman's Relief Corps if she went 
beyond their expressed instructions to promote their good. After a full conference 
with Grand Army officials in command, the announcement was made in General 
Orders No. 8, that the Decisions and Opinions of the Commander-in-Chief and 
Judge Advocate General of the Grand Army of the Republic, compiled by 
Gen. James R. Camahan, Judge Advocate General, 1888-83, and adopted 
and approved by the National Encampment July, 1888, would stand as recog- 
nized authority in the Woman's Relief Corps, in so far as the decisions are 
applicable to questions arising in the Corps. This was reiterated after the 
publication of 'The Grand Army Blue Book,' by Commander-in-Chief R. B. 
Beath, and the substitution of the same, as more complete, was sanctioned." 
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CHAPTER I. 



ARTICLE I. 

This association shall be known as the Woman's Relief Corps, 
Auxiliary to the Grand Army of the RepubUc. 

ARTICLE 11. 

OBJECTS. 

Section 1. To specially aid and assist the Grand Army of 
the Republic and to perpetuate the memory of their heroic dead. 

Sect. 2. To assist such Union veterans as need our help 
and protection, and to extend needful aid to their widows and 
orphans. To find them homes and employment, and assure 
them of sympathy and friends. To cherish and emulate the 
deeds of our army mu^s, and of all loyal women who rendered 
loving service to our country in her hbur of peril. 

Sect. 3. To maintain true allegiance to the United States 
of America; to inculcate lessons of patriotism and love of coun- 
try among our children and in the communities in which we 
live; and encourage the spread of universal liberty and equal 
rights to all. 

ARTICLE III. 

ORGANIZATION. 

The several constituted bodies of this association shall consist 
of:— 

1. Subordinate organizations to be known as 

Relief Corps No Department of 

provided, however, that no Corps shall be organized except 
as auxiliary to a Post upon application approved and indorsed 
by the Post Commander, except as provided in Chap. II, Art. 
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I, Sect. 1. There can be but one Woman's Relief Corps auxil- 
iary to the same Post. 

DBCISION. — Departments may decide as to numbers siven new Corps on 
their Roster. 

References,— Jowm&ly 1892, pp. 54, 345, 346. S. P. S. 

NOTB.— A Corps must bear the name of the Post to which it is 
auxiliary. Independent Corps must follow Grand Army precedent, and take 
the name of some deceased veteran as provided in Chap. II., Art I., Rules 
and Regulations. 

2. State organizations to be known as Department of 

Woman's Relief Corps, Auxiliary to the Grand Army of the 
Republic. 

3. A National organization to be known as the National Con- 
vention of the Woman's Relief Corps, Auxiliary to the Grand 
Army of the Republic. 

ARTICLE IV. 

ELIQIBILITY TO MEMBERSHIP. 

Women of good moral character and correct deportment, 
who have not given aid and comfort to the enemies of the Union, 
who would perpetuate ttie principles to which this association 
stands pledged, and who have attained the age of sixteen years, 
shall be eligible to membership in the Woman's Relief Corps. 

Question. — Shall the wife of a foreigner not yet naturalized be 

debarred membership in our Order? 

DECISION. — If the woman understands the aims and objects of our organi- 
zation, she may be admitted to the W.R.C. 

References. — Journal, 1887, reprinted edition, pp. 142, 253. 

E. D. K. 

Qiiestion, — Can any one become a life member of a Corps? 

DECISION. — Only by joining a Corps regularly and living up to its require- 
ments. 

References. — Journal, 1888, reprinted edition, pp. 108, 164. 

Casb. — ^A candidate who was elected to become a member of 
the Order was discovered to be under sixteen years of age. What 
is her status? 
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DECISION.— The discovery of non-eligibility of candidate renders void all 
previous action. Her initiation fee should be returned. 

References, — Journal, 1889, pp. 17, 183. C. R. C. 

Question, — May the daughter of a veteran of the Confederate 

service join the Woman's Relief Corps ? She is entirely loyal and 

anxious to join, was but three years of age or thereabouts at the 

close of the war. 

DECISION. — She was too young to have "given aid and comfort to the 
enemies of the Union," and if after the lapse of many years she has proven loyal, 
all other requirements being according to our laws, she is eligible to mem- 
bership. 

References. -^Journal 1909, pp. 147, 294. M. L. G. 
QtLestion. — Is the fact of being the widow of a Confederate 
soldier a bar to our Order, and if such an one be already a mem- 
ber is there any method of procedure to correct the mistake? 

DECISION.— As vouchers are "personally responsible** for persons whose 
names they propose, and to the investigating committee is entrusted a special 
work, their report largely influences the ballot, and if in this case they did 
thoroughly investigate, they must have found that she had not "given aid 
and comfort to the enemies of the Union," and reported "favorable," as she was 
elected to membership. The fact of being the widow of a Confederate veteran 
does not make her ineligible unless she was proven disloyal. 

22e/crenees.— Journal 1909, pp. 147, 294. M. Lk G. 
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CHAPTER II. 



SUBORDINATE CORPS. 



ARTICLE I. 

FORMATION. 

Section 1. A Corps may be formed by the authority of a 
Department President (or of the National President, where no 
Department organization exists), on the application of not less 
than ten persons eligible to membership in the Woman's Relief 
Corps; provided, however, that a Corps may be formed with 
less than ten members in any distant foreign country, or any 
of our possessions, by the authority of the National President 
and her Council. 

Applications shall in all cases be accompanied by the charter 
fee of five dollars (which includes seventeen Rituals, except as 
provided in Chap. II., Art. I., Sect. 13), and must be approved 
and indorsed by the Commander of the Post desiring an aux- 
iliary Corps. A Corps may be formed where no Grand Army 
Post exists, but in such case the application for charter shall 
be approved by the Department Commander within whose 
jurisdiction the Corps is formed, and the name of the Corps 
shall be approved by the Department President or by the Na- 
tional President where no Department exists. Said Corps shall 
follow Grand Army precedent, and take the name of some de- 
ceased veteran of the War of the Rebellion. A Corps so organ- 
ized shall not be permitted to take the name of any Post of the 
Grand .Army in the Department, except by the consent of the 
Post, the same having been asked for and obtained at a reg- 
ular meeting of the Post whose name the Corps desires to adopt. 

The admission fee of charter members shall be not less than 
one dollar and fifty cents, which sum shall include the price of 
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a badge (forty cents) and a copy of the Rules and Regulations 
the same as that of members admitted on application. No 
Corps shall be recognized by the members of the Woman's 
Relief Corps unless acting imder a legal and unforfeited charter. 
Corps must be located at organization, and the place of loca- 
tion named in the charter shall be the orUy place where meetings 
of that Corps may lawfully be held. No "roving charters" 
shall be allowed. 

Question. — ^Who defrays the expenses of instituting a Corps? 
DECISION. ~ It is left optional with Departments. 

References. — Journal, 1893, pp. 163, 274. M. R. W. 

Case. — A Department of the G.A.R. considers a Post illegally 
formed. 

Question. — ^Does it affect the legal standing of the Corps formed 
as this Post's auxiliary? 

DECISION. — No. Corps are organized under the Rules and Regulations of 
the Woman's Relief Corps, and all acts and business under the charter of this 
Corps are legal, if in accordance with the Rules and Regulations of our Order. 

References. — Journal, 1897, pp. 128, 333-336. A. H. 

Case. — A Post disbands. According to our laws the Corps which 
was auxiliary to this Post continues. After several months a new 
Post was organized in the same Department, and took the name 
of the disbanded Post. An application for charter has been re- 
ceived by the Department President, duly signed by the Commander 
of the Post, asking that a Corps be organized auxiliary to the new 
Post. Can both Corps bear the same name? If not, which Corps 
gives up the name, and by what name shall the o'her Corps be 
known? 

DECISION. — Both Corps must bear the same name, and be designated by 
different numbers, as the new Corps can come into existence under no other 
name than that of the Post to which it is auxiliary; and our laws, not contem- 
idating a situation of this kind, provide no way of changing the name of the older 
Corps, unless it should again become auxiliary to a Grand Army Post, or until 
the law is changed so as to make provision for cases of this kind. 

References — Journal, 1898, pp. 344, 345. S. J. M. 
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' Question. — "The admission fee of charter members shall be 
the same as that of members admitted on application." Does 
this affect a Corps after it is organized, or debar it from changing 
its admission fee through change of By-laws? 

DECISION. — No. This only affects charter members, requiring them .to 
pay amount stipulated by Rules and Regulations, and not a price less than mem- 
bers coming in afterward. This is a law governing their action before becoming 
members. 

The Corps By-laws are made after a Corps is organized, and are subject to 
change of amendment, as the exigencies of the Corps demand. By regular 
action, admission fee can be increased if desired, but not reduced b^^ow the 
price laid down in Rules and Regulations. 

References. — Journal, 1898, pp. 141, 142, 246, 247. S. J. M. 

DECISION. — INDEPENDENT CORPS. — Requests have been made by sev- 
eral Departments for permission to organize Independent Corps where there was 
already a Post and Corps. This request has been refused as the law is very 
explicit in regard to this matter. The intent of the law was solely for the benefit 
of those who live in isolated localities where there were not a sufficient number 
of veterans to form a Post. If such organizations were permitted, it would tend 
to weaken promising Corps, as any dissatisfaction arising among the members 
would give the opportunity to withdraw and organize an Independent Corps. 

/ 
References. — Journal, 1901, pp. 50, 51, 284. M. L. C. 

DECISION. — The Department President can authorize a Corps to hold its 
meetings in different places, but the places must be named in charter. 

References. — Journal, 1902, pp. 318, 319. C. R. J. 

Question. — Has a Post a right to examine the books or dictate 
as to the disbursements of the finances of its auxiliary? 

DECISION. — The Corps is an independent body, and cannot be dictated 
to in the disposal of its funds. 

References. — Journal, 1903, pp. 153, 374, 380. L. J. T. 

Question. — Can a charter be granted to a Corps making it aux- 
iliary to two Posts by using names of both? 

DECISION. — No. Decision of Third National Convention, **a Corps cannot 
bear the name of more than one Post," has never been rescinded. 

References. — Journal, 1905, pp. 132, 304. F. E. M. 
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Quotum. — Can women residing in one city be organized into a 
Corps to be 'auxiliary to a Post in an adjoining city? 
DECISION. — They can, providing it is agreeable to the Post. 

References. — Journal, 1910, pp. 158, 365. J. I. B. 

Question, — In the absence of a member of the Woman's Rehef 
Corps, may a Department Commander of the Grand Army, properly 
detailed by the National President, institute a Detached Corps in his 
Department? 

DECISION. — Yes. This precedent was early established in oar Order. In 
such cases, National password should be transmitted in sealed envelope from 
National President to President of newly organized Corps. 

References. — Journal, 1912, pp. 145, 261. C. M. D. 

Sect. 2. On the receipt of such application the Department 
President (or National President where no Department organi- 
zation exists); if satisfied of the eligibility of the applicants, 
and that it is for the interest of the Woman's Relief Corps to 
form such subordinate Corps, shall proceed, either in person or 
by detail, to organize the Corps, superintend the election of its 
officers for the remainder of the current year, and complete its 
organization. Only those obligated on the- day the Corps is 
organized can become charter members, except, should any 
have signed application for charter and were unable to be present 
at organization, they may, if initiated within a month, have 
their names enrolled on charter. 



NOTE. — A Department President has the right to determine whether it is 
for the good of the Order to institute a Corps malring application. 

If, upon investigation, it is proven that the women malring the application are 
unworthy to become members of the Woman's Relief Corps, // is her duty, as 
the guardian of the interests of her Department, to refuse the charter. If only 
a few objectionable names, however, appear on the charter application, she has a 
right to omit those names, and issue the charter, if she has proof of the fact. 

In case of sickness or inability to come to the Corps room, the Instituting 
OfBcer would be allowed under this law to go to the house of a bfoman ivhose 
name was on the charter application, and obligate her ivithin a month after the 
Corps tvas instituted. A. W. 
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Case. — ^At the institution of a Corps a candidate presented her- 
self after the others had been obligated, was allowed to place her 
name on the charter list, receive the obligation, and was considered 
a charter member. Is that person legally a charter member? 

DECISION. — A charter of a Corps remains open for thirty days for the 
benefit of those candidates who had signed, but failed to be present at the 
appointed time; and, in the case of the applicant who was present at the date 
of institution, and signed the charter application, and was obligated before 
the officers were installed, she is legally a charter member of the Corps. 

References. — Journal, 1894, pp. 104, 275-283. S. C. M. 

Case. — Several Corps were organized in a Department. Not 
waiting for the required thirty days to elapse, charters were made 
out at once, whereon were placed all names foimd on application. 

It now develops there are on ihese charters names of women who 
are not members of the Order, and have no intention of joining. 

Question. — How can such error be overcome and whose duty is 
it to correct the error? The retiring or present Department officers? 

DECISION. — No Corps should be "obliged to hold a defective or defaced 
charter. Mistakes and irregularities should be at once rectified. 

While we have no law exactly covering the point in question, the deduction 
may be drawn from the "exception" in Section S, Article I, Chapter n, Rules 
and Regulations. 

These charters should be at once called in accompanied by a correct list of 
names entitled to appear on charter, attested to and furnished by the Corps 
Presidents and Secretaries, and to avoid further error, a list of names found on 
charter of those who have not qualified and are not entitled. 

Following decisions heretofore rendered where duplicate charters were neces- 
sary through loss by fire or mutilation, the present Department President and 
Secretary will prepare an exact copy of original charter, except omitting names of ' 
such as have not been initiated as stated in the case, on margin write, **Approved 
as corrected," and afHx their signatures. 

Also following former decisions, the Department President and Secretary 
issumg original charters, will, being accessible, aflix their signatures to the 
corrected charters. The expense to be borne by the Department. 

References. — Joumol, 1911, pp. 158, 159, 342. B. C. H. 



Sect. 3. Corps charters shall be signed by the Department 
President and countersigned by the Secretary of the Depart- 
ment within which the applicants for such charter reside. 
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Case. — Charter has been issued by Department President, 
signed by herself and Department Secretary. Charter has been 
mutilated, and a new one has been requested by the Corps. 
Department President, being her own successor, signed the new 
charter, and the Secretary then in office signed as Department 
Secretary. The Department Counselor considered this incorrect, 
and advised that charter bear the signature of the officers in 
power when the charter was issued. Department President ruled 
otherwise. The Department Counselor appealed to the National 
President, who decided as follows; 

DECISION. — The new charter asked for is simply new in name, and should 
be an exact copy of the one first issued, with dates and names of the original 
charter members and former Department President and Secretary affixed. If 
the signatures of the President and Secretary holding those positions when the 
charter was issued can be readily obtained, it would be best to have them sign 
in person; but, if not, their names should be properly placed on the charter, 
and the words **A true copy of the original" written on the lower margin (so 
that it need not appear if i^ced in a frame ), and properly attested by the Depart- 
ment Secretary at the time the copy was made. The cost of the charter blank 
and engrossing of the names should be paid by the Corps. 

References. — Journal, 1887, reprinted edition, pp. 149, 253, 278. 
E. D. K. 

Case. — A Corps lost its charter by fire. To replace the one de- 
stroyed, the Department President instructed Corps President to 
furnish all possible information as to what was on original charter. 
From Corps books was secured, and sent, a list of charter members, 
the names of Department President and Secretary who signed 
original, with date of organization, name, and number of Corps. 
With consent of Council, Department President presented the 
charter to Corps. On its arrival, exception was taken by one mem- 
ber, she raising the point that the names on duplicate charter 
were not . arranged as on original. After full discussion it was 
voted to accept it by every member present, except the one ob- 
jecting. Is this charter legal? Would the difference in arranging 
names invalidate legality? 

DECISION. — A duplicate should be as nearly an exact copy as possible on 
authentic knowledge. Evidently, all names, dates, and official signatures have 
been secured, and the charter legally issued. If, in the absence of positive 
knowledge, the names are not arranged as on original, it does not invalidate the 
legality of the charter. 

References. — Journal, 1898, pp. 140, 246. S. J. M. 
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DECISION. — Bach Department sliall prepare a Department Charter Book 
which shall contain the names of Corps, date of institution and list of charter 
members, thus malring a permanent record. 

References. — Journal, 1911, pp. 341, 342. B. C. H. 

Qiiesiion. — Who shall sign Charter of Corps organized less than 

thirty days prior to expiration of an official year, the Department 

President and Department Secretary in office at time of organization 

or those in office at expiration of time charter hst must remain 

open? 

DECISION. — Inasmuch as date on charter must be date of organization, 
charter should be signed by Department President and Department Secretary 
in office at time of organization. 

References. — Journal, 1912, pp. 145, 146, 261. C. M. D. 

Sect. 4. The rank of a Corps is established by the date of 
its charter. Date of organization shall appear upon charter 
and also upon Roster. 

The Charter shall be signed by the Department President 
and Secretary in office at date of organization. 

Case. — A Corps organized in a Department is detached by vote 
of National Convention. How can its charter show organization, 
and also that it is detached? 

DECISION. — By issuing new charter, and inscribing on the lower ma^lin, 
"organized on — , in Department of — ; detached by vote of National Con- 
vention — .** 

References. — Journal, 1899, pp. 68, 274. F. J. M. 

Sect. 5. A Corps charter may be surrendered voluntarily 
when less than ten members desire the continuance of the Corps. 
In case of surrender of a charter, the property of the Depart- 
ment, including charter, Rituals, books of record, and Corps 
papers, shall immediately be turned over to the Department 
Secretary, and shall be subject to the disposition of the Depart- 
ment Council. 

Case. — Twelve members were present at regular meeting of 

a Corps. Six voted for and six against the surrender of the charter. 

President decided it surrendered. Was the action legal? 

DECISION. — Due notice having been given at least four weeks before the 
time of action, and written notice having been given to every member of the 
Corps in accordance with the Rules and Regulations, and ten members not having 
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voted to retain the charter, I am of the opinion that the charter of the Corps was 
legally surrendered and it became the duty of the President of the Corps to 
close up its affairs as soon as possible, and return to the Department Secretary 
the charter. Rituals, and all Department property in possession of the Corps. 

References. — Journal, 1901, pp. 146, 316. M. L. C. 

NOTE. — Rules and Regulations state that ten members must demand 
the continuance of a charter. This law will take precedence of parliamentary 
law in the above case, where there was a tie vote. Committee 1906. 

DECISION. — That, when a Corps disbands, the flags need not be returned 
to Department, but their disposition be decided by vote of Corps. 

References. — Journal, 1901, pp. 208, 325, 328. M. L. C. 

Sect. 6. A charter shall not be surrendered by any Corps 
so long as ten members thereof, in good standing, demand its 
continuance; nor unless a proposition to surrender the charter 
shall have been made at a regular meeting at least four weeks 
before the time of action and written notice given to every 
member of the Corps; except, that upon official notification ad- 
dressed to the Department President (or National President 
where no Department organization exists) that a Post desires 
the dissolution of its auxihary, the charter shall be surrendered 
by the Corps upon command of the Department President (or 
National President where no Department organization exists). 
But the official notification of such desire shall not be consid- 
ered by the Department President, unless four weeks' previous 
notice shall have been given to the Post members before action 
is taken by the Post. 

NOTE. — Under our Rules and Regulations the Department President, even 
at the demand of the Post, moves carefully to that duty. Corps interests are 
guarded. A Department President may not revoke a Corps charter at will. It 
must be with the adbice and consent of the Department Council. But even the 
decision of the Department President is not necessarily final. **A11 members 
have the right of appeal to the next hither authority through the proper channels 
' from acts of Corps Presidents, or acts of Corps or Department Presidents or 
Department Convention to the National President, whose decision shall be final 
unless reversed by the National Convention, but all decisions appealed from 
shall have full force and effect until reversed by proper authority." Chap. V., 
Art VI., Rules and Regulations. 

No interpretation must ever be put upon our laws that will allow the exercise 
of arbitrary power by Corps, Department, or National Presidents without review 
or redress. 
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Every officer should be made to understand that her acts are liable to be 
scrutinized by the highest court, the National Convention. And every member 
should be made to feel that there can be no exercise of arbitrary power in the 
Woman's Relief Corps; that exact justice will be meted out to alL A. W. 

Case. — A Post requested the surrender of Charter of Corps, giv- 
ing as a reason for such request that the Corps was no assistance 
whatever to the Post; that it was bringing trouble, dissatisfaction, 
and disgrace into their ranks, and under the circumstances felt that 
it would be for the best interest of the Post to have the charter re- 
voked. After a careful investigation by a committee appointed 
by the Department President, and believing that peace and har- 
mony could not be restored in the Corps, neither between Post 
and Corps, the Department President recalled the charter of Corps. 
The Corps appealed from decision of Department President to 

National President, who decided as follows: 

DECISION. — That where discord and dissension prevail in a Corps, and the 
aims and objects of the organization are ignored, and where trouble and dissat- 
isfaction is brought into the Posts by members of Corps, and Corps in no way 
of assistance to the Grand Army, charter should be revoked. Therefore the 
decision of Department President was sustained. 

References. — Journal, 1887, reprinted edition, pp. 150, 253. 

E. D. K. 

Case. — A Post votes to ask for the revocation of the Charter 
of Jiheir Corps. Request denied by the Department President 
because Post Commander's signature was not placed upon request. 
Appeal taken to National President, who sustains Department 
President. The Post then takes the case, properly signed and 
attested, to the Department Convention, both Council and Con- 
vention grant the request and order Corps disbanded. 

Corps appeals to National President from act of Department 

Council, giving good and sufficient reason for so doing. 

DECISION. — The acts of a Department Council **have no force or standing 
in law," unless legalized by the Department Convention, hence the appeal is 
irregular. 

First, because it is from the action of the Department Council, which is not 
a law-making body. 

Second, because the case had passed the Council to the higher authority, 
the Department Convention, from whose action only the Corps should have 
appealed. 

The case is not properly before the National President, and cannot be enter- 
tained, and the acts of the Department Convention must be enforced. 
References. — Journal, 1907, pp. 188, 189, 369. C. R. S. 
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Qtiestion, — Can a National President authorize a Department 

President to retire a Corps upon its number, meaning that said Corps 

retain its Charter and number but sever its connection with its Post? 
DECISION — She cannot. We have no law to bear out such procedure. 

References. — Journal, 1910, pp. 158, 365. J. I. B. 

Case. — In a large Corps steps were taken to siurender Charter 
under the provision for voluntary siurender contained in Chapter II, 
Art. I, Sect. 6. All conditions of that provision were complied with 
and the vote taken, only nine members voting to retain Charter. 

A petition appealing for protection of Charter was sent Depart- 
ment President, signed by fifteen members of the Corps in good 
standing, some of whom, by reason of absence or disability, were 
unable to attend meeting at which the vote to surrender was^cast. 

Department President refused to receive Charter and supplies, 
declaring Charter not siurendered. 

DECISION. — The Dei»artment President was right. Charter remained valid, 
its life being protected by the fifteen petitioners in good standing. **A charter 
shall not be surrendered by any Corps so long as ten members thereof, in good 
standing, demand its continuance." (Chapter n, Art. I, Sect. 6. ) 
References. — Journal, 1910, pp. 379, 381. J. I. B. 

Sect. 7. Corps charters may be suspended or annulled by 
the Department President (or National President where no De- 
partment organization exists), with the advice and consent of 
the Department Council. 

Question. — Must the charter of a Corps having only seven mem- 
bers be revoked? Can a Corps having only seven members receive 
and initiate candidates? 

DECISION. — Rules and Regulations say that charter may be surrendered. 
It rests with the Department President to decide whether it shall be or not. If the 
Department President decide that it is for the good of the Order that the Corps 
be continued, they can receive and initiate members. 

References. — Journal, 1889, pp. 19, 183. C. R. C. 

Case. — A Corps charter is annulled by Department President, 
with authority based as follows: According to Sections 6 and 7, 
Article I, Chapter II, Rules and Regulations, the Department 
Coimcil and Post Commander annulled Corps charter. Said action 
was imanimously endorsed by Department Convention. Corps 
has been officially notified of action and ordered to surrender charter 
and all property. 
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DECISION. — No evidence is found to bear a Department President out in 
so serious a matter as taking charter from a Corps where long and f aitlif ul ser- 
vice is in marked evidence, as in papers submitted. 

A Commander has no authority to act, only as ordered by If ate of a Tost and 
the mode of action is clear in Section 6. A Commander cannot order a charter 
annulled. 

Post never having received notice of desire for such action, knew nothing of 
any complaints being made. This is stated in petition made to National Presi- 
dent and signed by two-thirds the members of Post, who earnestly appeal that 
the decision of Department President be revoked and Corps restored to good 
standing. 

Petition asserts the Corps is essential to Post, they desire its assistance, and 
that they are working in perfect harmony. Post members advise and demand 
the retaining of charter and supplies until case is properly looked into. 

The Corps President was also Instituting and Installing Officer, and thus a 
member of Department Council. 

Cfise states the Department Council and Post Commander annulled the 
charter, authority which neither possess. Our law clearly states that a Depart- 
ment President is authorized under certain conditions, and with the adbice 
and consent of her Council, to annul a charter. 

Evidence shows that Instituting and Installing Officer was not called, nor 
advised of a Council meeting being held prior to Convention time. Other Council 
members were not notified of meetings nor informed this case was under advise- 
ment. 

Case was not brought before Convention for discussion. Appeared only in 
Council minutes. 

These facts invalidate all action in the case and such legislation becomes 
inoperative and void. Case did not come properly nor understandingly before 
Department Convention, should be eliminated from Council records and Con- 
vention proceedings and must not appear in Department Journal. The petition 
of Post should be granted and Corps restored to good standing. Corps should 
be granted an investigation, the Department President acquaint herself with the 
exact relations between Post and Corps, and Corps be i^ced in its proper light 
in the Department. 

References. — Journal, 1911, pp. 160, 161, 341, 342. B. C. H. 

NOTE. — Every mistake made that it is possible to correct, as a matter in equity 
should be corrected. A. W. 



Sect. 8. In case of revocation or surrender of a charter, all 
funds remaining in the treasury shall be turned over to the 
Department Treasurer, or National Treasurer where no Depart- 
ment exists, who shall pay all indebtedness of the Corps and 
forward balance to the Post of which they were auxiliary. Should 
the Post disband or refuse to receive the funds, they shall revert 
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to Department, or National where no Department exists, to be 
held for the purpose of relief only. 

Case. — The charter of a Corps was revoked at the request of 
its Post with consent of the Department Coimcil. x There is money 
on deposit in the name of the Corps in a bank. 

Question (one). — To whom should the cashier of the bank pay 
the money? 

DECISION. — To the Department Treasurer, who is the financial officer of 

the Dei»artment. 

Question (two). — The disbanded Corps own a lot in the cemetery, 
the deed being held by three members of the Corps as "Trustees." 
What disposition shall be made of this real estate? 

DECISION. — The real estate should be transferred by the trustees, who 
"are trustees until their duties are discharged," according to the Jaws of the 
state, and could be conveyed to the Post, another Corps or to trustees repre- 
senting the Department W.RiC. 

Question (three). — The disbanded Corps owned desks, tables, 
dishes, which are now in the hands of the Quartermaster of the Post 
for safe keeping. 

Has the former President of the disbanded Corps any legal right 
to demand of the Quartermaster of the Post or of the Department 
President that any or all of this property be turned over to her? 
DECISION. — None whatever. Her rights ended when her term of office 

expired by the revocation of the charter, and all Corps property reverts to the 

Department Council for disposal. 

References. — Journal, 1907, pp. 189, 369, 370. C. R. S. 

Sect. 9. A Corps, having been disbanded or its charter 
annulled, may be reorganized with its original name and num- 
ber, provided these have not been appropriated. In such re- 
organization a new charter shall be issued, according to the pro- 
visions of Sections 1 and 2 of this Article. 

Case. — Can a Corps that surrenders its charter reorganize within 

a year and have old supplies back again without repaying for them? 

DECISION. — Corps surrendering charter can reorganize at any time by 

complying with Rules and Regulations. The expiration of a certain time has no 

bearing on the' case. Corps supplies are surrendered with a charter, and are then 
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subject to the disposition of the Department Council. The circumstances 
occasioning surrender would no doubt influence the decision of a Council; but, 
in case of reorganization, they may allow the supplies to be turned over to new 
Corps, except such books and papers as contain the business workings of the 
Corps which has ceased to exist. A reorganized Corps is, to all intents and 
purposes, a neip Corps, chartered and instituted regularly. 

References. — Journal, 1892; pp. 139, 140, 305. S. P. S. 
Qicestion. — A Corps is delinquent, and unable to secure members 
enough to hold a meeting. Can the Department President declare 
them disbanded, and issue a dispensation for reorganization? 

DECISION. — Yes, if complying with the requirements of Rules and Regu- 
lations in the matter of organizing, and with consent of her Council. 
References, — Journal, 1893, pp. 51, 168-192. M. R. W. 

Sect. 10. In case a Post disbands, the Corps that has been 
auxiliary to said Post may continue as a Corps of the Depart- 
ment Woman's Relief Corps, retaining their number and name. 
They shall pay all dues and make all reports to Department 
Headquarters. The Corps Relief Report, Form N, formerly 
made to the Post Commander, shall be made to the Department 
Commander. In all cases they shall be under the same laws 
and jurisdiction as if they were auxiliary to a Post. 

Sect. 11. When a Detached Corps disbands and the Post 
to which they were auxiliary also disbands, all moneys remain- 
ing in their possession, after all bills are paid, shall be turned 
over to the National Headquarters Relief Fund. 

Sect. 12. Whenever two Posts consolidate, the Corps which 
were their auxiliaries may also consolidate, taking the name of 
the Post. The law of the Grand Army of the Republic shall 
be used as far as applicable to the Woman's Relief Corps. 

NOTE. — The following paragraph conforms to the Grand Army law: 
When two or more Corps decide to consolidate, written or printed notice of 
such proposed action shall be given to all members in good standing at least two 
weeks prior to the date of meeting for consideration of such proposition in each 
of said Corps. If such proposition shall be then adopted by a vote of two-thirds 
of the members in good standing present and voting at such meeting of each 
Corps, the vote being recorded by ayes and noes, the fact shall be duly certified 
by each Corps to the Department President. When so approved by two or more 
Corps, and approved by the Post Commander the Department President shall 
issue, without charge, a new charter, reciting the facts of such consolidation and 
bearing the names of all members in good standing in such Corps. The new 
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charter shall bear the number and rank from the date of charter of the oldest 
Conw. The property of each of the Corps shall be conveyed to and become the 
property of the Corps as consolidated. 

All past officers in each Corps shall be entitled to rank as of date of service 
in their respective Corps. 

NOTE. — All Corps officers holding office at the time of consolidation are 
entitled to all honors as serving to the end of the term. 

Reference, — Death's Blue Book, 1910, p. 29, 

Question, — Can a Corps be transferred from one Post to another 
without givmg up its property? 

DECISION. — Yes, on certain conditions. 1. If the Corps wishes to be 
transferred. 2. If the Post to which it is auxiliary is willing to make the trans- 
fer. S. If the Post to which the Corps wishes the transfer made is desirous of 
having that Corps auxiliary to the Post. In such cases all matters pertaining 
to transfer must be done legally. Official action should be taken by both Post 
and Corps, and Rules and Regulations strictly complied with. 

References, — Journal, 1887, reprinted edition, pp, 132, 253. 

E. D, K. 
NOTE. — The Department will furnish a new charter, charging only the fee 
for engrossing. 

Question. — A Corps holding its charter under Chapter II, Art. I, 
Sect. 10, desires to become the auxiUary of a certain Post. How 
proceed? 

DECISION. — The Corps may be transferred under decision on ^s page, 
relating to transfer of Corps, using such part of decision as is applicable. 

Conditions 1 and 8 of said decision having been complied with by Corps and 
by Post to which transfer is to be made, the Department shall, charging only 
fee for engrossing, issue to Corps a new charter, bearing the name of each 
member in good standing at time of transfer. 

References. — Journal, 1912, pp. 146, 261. C. M. D. 

Sect. 13. A set of supplies shall be issued to Departments 
for the institution of a Corps of fifteen members or less, consist- 
ing of 

1 Charter (not engrossed). , 1 Journal, Ledger, Cash, and Roll of 

3 Rituals. cheaper grade, but ruled and 

1 Service book. printed exactly like those now 

15 Rules and Regulations. in use. 

6 Applications membership. 1 Receipt'^ book, 1 Order book, reg- 

1 Corps Treasurer Bond. ular grades. 
1 Corps requisition book for supplies. 18 Badges (17 officers' and 1 mem- 

lOOde^ards. bership). 

14 Officers' duty cards. 
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These supplies shall be boxed and marked, "For organizing 
Corps of fifteen members or less/' and in no case shall these sets 
of supplies be broken or used except as herein stated. When a 
Corps instituted with these supplies shall need additional books, 
they shall obtain the regular stock at requisition price. Price 
of above supplies for instituting a Corps of fifteen members or 
less shall be ten dollars to Corps and eight dollars to Depart- 
ments. 

Question. — ^To whom does the membership badge issued with 
regular Corps supplies belong, when sent to a new Corps? 

DECISION. — It belongs to no special member, but is Corps property. Like- 
wise the officers' badges are Corps property, and revert with office, and are not 
retained by the officers having worn them 

References. — Journal, 1888, reprinted edition, pp. 109, 138. 

ARTICLE II. 

ADMISSION TO MEMBERSHIP. 

Section 1. Every application for admission to membership 
shall be made on the regularly prepared blanks issued from 
National Headquarters, be signed by the applicant, with full 
personal name, and must be accompanied by an admission fee 
of not less than one dollar and fifty cents, which includes the 
price of badge and a copy of the Rules and Regulations. Mem- 
bers leaving the Order must return their badges, for which the 
regular price (forty cents) will be paid. 

Question, — Has a Corps a right to ballot for a member when the 
application has not been signed by the applicant personally, al- 
though it be recommended and presented by a Department offi- 
cer? 

DECISION. — No. The Corps has no right to ballot upon an unsigned appli- 
cation* however presented: but an applicant can give authority to sign for her, 
in which case the power of attorney is recognized. 

References. — Journal, 1890, reprinted edition, pp. 108, 231, 235. 
A. W. 
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Qtiesiion. — Who holds the money for admission fee while appli- 
cation is pending? 

DECISION. — As the admission fee does not become the property of tht Corps 
until after the ballot is taken, the money should remain in hands of Corps Secre- 
tary. If applicant is elected she is notified and fee turned over to Treasurer. 
If applicant is rejected the fee is returned, — thus fee should remain with appli- 
cation until Corps has acted and notification is forwarded. 

References. — Journal, 1904, pp. 127, 255. S. D. W. 

Question. — May a floor badge, the personal property of a member, 

be presented by the owner to a member just entering the Order? 
DECISION. — Such owner may, in the absence of law to the contrary, make 
such gift to a new member, but under Chapter n, Art. n. Sect. 1, the new 
member would not thereby be absolved from pajrment of full initiation fee of 
f 1.50, which sum includes price of badge. 

References. — Journal, 1912, pp. 146, 261. C. M. D. 

Sect. 2. The application shall be recommended and signed 
by two members of the Corps, who thus vouch for the appli- 
cant's eligibility, be presented at a regular meeting, and re- 
ferred to a committee of three, whose duty it is to investigate 
and report. Neither member recommending applicant shall 
act on investigating committee. 

Question. — A Corps President received an application for mem- 
bership at a special meeting, and the candidate is initiated at the 
next regular meeting. What is the standing of the lady as to 
membership? 

DECISION. — The candidate not having been received in the regular manner 
is not a member of the Order, must be notified to that effect, and must make a 
new application, membership fee being allowed on the new application. 

References. — Journal, 1888, reprinted edition, pp. 104, 130, 135, 

137. E. S. H. 

Sect. 3. After careful investigation, the committee will, by 
their signature, approve or disapprove the application, and re- 
port at a subsequent regular meeting of the Corps. An appli- 
cation may be withdrawn while in the hands of an investigating 
committee; but, be the report favorable or unfavorable, after 
committee has reported it must take its regular course except 
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it should, upon discussion, appear that the committee reported 
without proper investigation. The Corps may then decline to 
vote, the committee be discharged, and a new one appointed. 
Should a member of the committee be absent or decline to re- 
port, the President may declare a vacancy and fill the same. 

Question, — If only two members of an Investigating Committee 
report on an application for membership, should the Corps pro- 
ceed to ballot? 

DECISION. — All three memberB should participate in the investigation, 
and report. If there are but two signers, whether they are favorable or unfa- 
vorable, the application may be lawfully acted upon. 

References, — Journal, 1888, reprinted edition, pp. 103, 164. 

NOTE. — ^ Provided each signer has made due investigation. 

Committee 1912. 

Sect. 4. After the application is read and committee report, 
the President shall give opportunity to any member having 
objections to the applicant's election to state the same, after 
which a ballot with white ball and black cube ballots shall be 
had. If, on counting the ballots deposited, it appears that 
twenty or less were cast, and four or more of them are black 
cubes, the candidate is rejected. Should the result of the ballot 
be unfavorable to the applicant, the President may, before 
declaring the vote, order a second ballot, the result of which shall 
be final. If more than twenty are cast, then an additional 
black cube for every additional ten, or fractional part thereof, 
shall be necessary to reject. If less than four black cubes be 
cast, the candidate shall be declared elected. No reconsidera- 
tion of a ballot shall be had after the President has announced 
the result thereof. Candidates must be balloted upon sepa- 
rately. 

Q'^estion, — Have members of a Corps the right to black-ball a 
person simply because she is a 'loyal woman"? 
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DECISION. — No member should be influenced in balloting by personal 
dislike, malice or prejudice. All loyal women are eligible to membership in the 
Woman's Relief Corps. That question was settled at Minneapolis in 1884. 

References. — Journal, 1887, reprinted edition, pp. 138, 253, 278. 
E. D. K. 

Case. — Candidate was balloted for, and was declared elected. 
When Senior Vice inspected, enough black balls were found to 
throw out the candidate, but the President initiated at next meet- 
ing. Case appealed. Is the candidate a member in good stand- 
ing? 

DECISION. — The candidate is not legally a member of the Order. 

References, — Journal, 1889, reprinted edition, pp. 16, 17, 183. 

\j. XV. Kj. 

Case. — A candidate was balloted for, and four black balls were 
cast. The President ordered another ballot, and declared the 
candidate elected. The election was disputed, and four members 
asserted that they had cast black balls, — a sufficient number to 
defeat. 

The President ordered that the candidate be notified, and in 
due time initiated her, the protesting members leaving the Corps 
rQom. The Department President decided that the election was 
not legal, and that, although she had been initiated, the candidate 
was not a member of the Order. 

Charges were preferred against the President and Senior Vice. 
They were found guilty, and sentenced to reprimand. The case 
was appealed to National President, who approved the finding of the 
court. An appeal was then made to the Eighth National Con- 
vention, and the verdict of the court sustained by that body. 

References, — Journal, 1890, pp. 260, 261. A. W. 

Question, — In balloting for candidates, do members use the right 
hand only, or deposit the ballot with the one most convenient, 
according to the side of hall they are seated? 

DECISION. — Members coming from either side of the room — according 

to diagram in Ritual — face the President at the altar, and deposit the ballot 

with, the right hand. However, a member cannot be deprived from casting her 

ballot if right hand is disabled in any manner. 

References, — Journal, 1895, pp. 95, 257, 258. E. R. W. 
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Qiiestion. — Can the validity of an election to membership be 

rightly questioned if, when, ballot was taken, ballot box was not 

provided with equal number each of black and white balls, nor with 

as many balls of each color as there were members voting? 

DECISION. — A ballot box should be provided with sufficient balls to allow 
each voter the right of choice, and to insure this there should be as many balls 
of each color as there are voters present. 

However, if at the time of ballot there were in the box sufficient black balls 
to reject, and the candidate was elected, the validity of the ballot cannot now 
be called in question. 

References. — Journal, 1912, pp. 146', 261. C. M. D. 

Sect. 5. Each applicant, upon her election, shall be at once 
notified in writing, and on presenting herself for membership 
shall be properly initiated. But unless she present herself for 
initiation within six months from the date of such notice, her 
election shall be void, and all moneys which accompanied the 
application shall be forfeited to the Corps treasury, except as 
provided in Sect. 7 of this Article. 

Question, — A lady who is an invalid, confined to her house, wishes 

to become a contributing member. How shall we proceed? 

DECISION. — By regular application and in regular order. If she is elected 
and unable to attend to be initiated, a dispensation can be granted, and the appli- 
cant initiated in her own home. 

References. — Journal, 1889, pp. 18, 183. M. S. McH. 

NOTE. — An invalid confined to her house could not be expected to go through 
initiation ceremonies — but could be obligated and become a member of a Corps 
— same as charter members who are obligated but not initiated. 

Committee 1906. 

Qiiestion. — A candidate was initiated in a Corps, and the charter 
of the Corps was not in the hall at the time. Was the initiation 
legal? Is the installation of Corps officers legal, the charter of 
the Corps not being in the hall at the time? 

DECISION. — Corps officers are frequently installed at the same time and 

place as the officers of the Post, and for lack of room the installation often takes 

place in halls hired for the occasion, and would not be illegal if the charter of 

the Corps were not in the hall at time of installation. 

References. — Journal, 1894, pp. 108, 309. S. C. M. 
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DECISION. — It is expected the Corps charter always hangs in the Corps 
hall. If for any reason it does not, the absence of it should not debar the Corps 
from transacting business at a regular meeting, which business would be legal. 
Many Conventions are held without the Department charter in the hall. 

References. — Journal, 1905, pp. 134, 314, 315. E. R. W. 
See also Decision page 83. 

Question. — Can a person residing in one Department make appli- 
cation to join a Corps in another Department, be balloted upon by 
that Corps but be initiated by a Corps in the Department in which 
she resides, and by that initiation become a member of the Corps to 
which she appUed for admission in the other Department? 

DECISION. — A person can join a Corps in any Department. The Woman's 

Relief Corps knows no State lines (Beath's Blue Book, page 75, 1902 edition, 

Decisi3n 7, Opinion 7), but a person must be initiated into and by the Corps 

to which she makes application. 

References. — Journal, 1910, pp. 158, 365. J. I. B. 

Question. — An apphcant elected to membership but not yet 

initiated into a Corps changes her mind and within six months 

after election applies for membership in another Corps. May this 

application legally be made? 

DECISION. — Yes. Such action, though not to be encouraged, is not pro- 
hibited by our laws. 

References. — Journal, 1912, pp. 147, 261. C. M. E). 



Sect. 6. If an applicant be rejected, she shall be at once 
notified of the fact in writing, and the admission fee shall be 
returned. Said applicant shall not be eligible for admission to 
the Corps rejecting her until the expiration of six months, tut 
she may make application for membership in any other Corps 
and become a member if acceptable, and she may become a 
charter member of a new Corps. 

Sect. 7. An applicant,, having been regularly elected, may 
be initiated at a special meeting. A Department President 
may, in any special case, authorize a Corps by written dispen- 
sation to initiate a candidate who has not presented herself for 
initiation within six months after notice of election, such re- 
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quest to be by two-thirds vote of the Corps. Should an appli- 
cant after being elected prove to be unworthy, the Corps 
may by a two-thirds vote petition the Department President 
to set aside the ballot and annul the election. , 

Case. — At a regular Corps meeting, the President being absent, 

Senior Vice-President held the chair. A candidate was balloted 

upon, declared elected. 
At the next meeting President set aside for six months the ballot 

taken at previous meeting. 
Question, — Has a Corps President that power and should the 

candidate be initiated?' 

DECISION. — The Corps President had no right to "set aside the ballot 
taken at a previous meeting." The Senior Vice-President had the fuU power 
of the President in her absence and her acts must stand unless reversed by the 
Department President, who alone is competent to set aside a ballot, once declared 
as final in a Corps meeting. The candidate must be initiated. 

References. — Journal, 1907, pp. 190, 369. C. R. S. 

Sect. 8. The Department President may, within her juris- 
diction and at her discretion, receive and initiate an applicant 
for membership, or detail a member for that purpose, provided 
such applicant reside outside the proper territorial limits of 
any Corps. A member thus received shall be granted a transfer 
card signed by the Department President and Secretary, bearing 
the same date as initiation. 

Question. — Is a lady who is obligated at a Department Conven- 
tion whose application has never been regularly received by any 
Corps in the Department a member of the W.R.C., although pay- 
ing initiation fee and price of badge and some dues in a Corps in 
that Department? 

DECISION. — No, there is only one circumstance under which a person can 
be received into the Order and obligated at a Department Convention. No one 
can be thus obligated unless they reside outside the territorial limits of any Corps. 
A party thus obligated must receive from Department President and Secretary 
a transfer card which expires a year from date of initiation, unless she joins a 
Corps regularly by transfer. 

References. — Journal, 1902, pp. 158, 340. C. R. J. 
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Sect. 9. Where no Department organization exists, the Na- 
tional President shall have the same jurisdiction as a Depart- 
ment President. 

Sect. 10. A member-elect, upon initiation, shall subscribe 
to these Rules and Regulations and the By-laws of the Corps 
and receive from the Corps a membership badge which shall 
be worn upon the left breast at all meetings of the Woman's 
Relief Corps. 



ARTICLE III. 

ADMISSION OF MEMBERS BY TRANSFER. 

Section 1. A member having a valid transfer card may, 
upon regular application, and presenting herself for admission 
by transfer, be readmitted to the Corps which granted the same 
after her name has been proposed, referred, and reported upon, 
and upon receiving a two-thirds vote by ballot of the members 
present and voting at a regular meeting; or she may be admitted 
to another Corps, upon regular application as above, and pre- 
senting herself for admission by transfer, by a two-thirds vote 
by ballot of the members present and voting at a regular meet- 
ing; or she may be admitted a charter member of a new Corps. 
A member holding a valid transfer card may, after rejection in 
one Corps, apply to any other Corps and be admitted (if accept- 
able to the Corps), after the expiration of six months, but she 
shall not be eligible to become a charter member of a new or 
reorganized Corps. 

Question. — Can a member of a Corps become a charter member 
of a new Corps without first obtaining a transfer? * 

DECISION. — She cannot. It is admissible that she may be one of those 
making an application for a charter; but, before the Corps is organized, she must 
obtain a transfer card, as no person can be borne on the rolls of two Corps at the 
same time. Instituting officers in organizing Corps should see that those pre- 
senting themselves fill out and sign regular applications for membership, which 
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are to be filed among the Corps papers; and, if this was done, all necessary 
facts, particularly as to whether they bad ever made application in any other 
Corps, would be ascertained. If a member shall have joined a new Corps through 
error, she shall at once take steps to obtain a transfer from the old Corps. 

References. — Journal, 1887, reprinted edition, pp, 140, 253. 
E. D. K. 

Question, — Will a transfer card from a Corps in one Department 
admit a member into any other Department? 

DECISION. — A member holding a transfer card may be admitted to a Corps 
in any Department, provided Rules and Regulations are complied with. 

References. — Journal, 1887, reprinted edition, pp. 135, 253. 
E. D. K. 

Ovation. — What authority has a Corps over a member holding 
transfer card ? 

DECISION. — None, save discipline only. 

References. — Journal, 1888, reprinted edition, pp. 106, 164. 
E. o. H. 

Case. — A member joins a Corps by transfer. Is she still 

under the jurisdiction of the Corps from which she received her 

transfer for discipline? 

DECIStoN. — When a member joins a Corps by transfer. Corps from which 
she received her transfer has no longer any jurisdiction over her. 

References. — Journal, 1901, pp. 146, 316. M. L. C. 
Sect. 2. Each Corps may, through its By-laws, establish 
such an admission fee as they think proper to be paid by mem- 
bers joining by transfer, the amount not to exceed that paid at 
a regular initiation. 

Sect. 3. Members of the Order wishing to join a Corps by 
transfer must make regular application. Application must be 
made on regular blank, rrmst be accompanied by transfer card 
and price of admission fee established by the Corps, and receive 
same action as applications for "Admission to Membership." 
(In transfer a two-thirds ballot is required to elect.) When such 
application is presented to a Corps, the Secretary will communi- 
cate the fact to, and confer with, the Corps of which the applicant 
was a member. Corps receiving such notice will note the same 
on Record Book. 
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NOTE. — In case of rejection the transfer card is retume4 ^ 

retary. Coi 

Case. — A party wishes to join a Corps by transfer 
ment where she is not known. She holds a legal and \ 
card; but, being a stranger, no members in the Corps 
can conscientiously vouch for her. How shall she b^ 
What shall be done in such a case? 

DECISION. — This question gives timely opportnnity to sot 
note of warning on this very point, and call to the attention of meiuucrs what it 
means to sign an application. Chap, n, Art. 11, Sect. 2, of Rules, says the two 
members signing an application "vouch for the applicant's eligibility"; and, in 
instructions in back of Ritual, it says, "Members are personally responsible for 
persons whose names tiiey propose." 

The members of the Corps are correct in the position taken, and have no 
moral right to sign the application of a stranger. The party holding transfer 
should wait until the requirements of the law can be properly met. 

References, -r- Journal, 1898, pp. 142, 143, 246, 247. S. J. M. 
DECISION. — When the PastjCorps Presidents are transferred from one Corps 
to another, it must be recorded on roll and on election returns of both Corps as 
"Transferred to — " and "Transferred from — ." 

References. — Journal, 1902, pp. 63, 325. C.R.J. 

ARTICLE IV. 

VISITINO, TRANSFER AND DISCHARGE CARDS. 

Section 1. Any member appljdng therefor in person or by 
letter shall be granted a visiting card signed by the President 
and attested by the Secretary, for a specified time not exceeding 
twelve months, commending her to all members, provided she 
has faithfully discharged all duties enjoined upon her and has 
p&id in advance all dues for the tipae specified in the visiting 
card. 

NOTB. — By action of the Twenty-fifth National Convention a member holding 
a proper visiting card is entitled to the password from any Corps President to 
whom card is presented. 

References. — Journal, 1907, pp. 347, 383. C. R. S. 

Question. — Should a visiting member respond to gavel calls ? 

DECISION. — A visiting member should respond to the gavel calls at the 
opening and closing exercises and at the obligation of initiation and reinstatement. 

References. — Journal, 1894, pp. 113, 325. S, C. M. 
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Sect. 2. Any member who has paid all dues shall receive a 
transfer card signed by the President and attested by the Secre- 
tary, upon verbal or written application to the President at a 
regular meeting of the Corps. Upon its presentation to any 
Corps within one year from the date of issue, she may be admitted 
in the manner prescribed in Art. III. 

A member holding a vaUd transfer card, with dues paid one 
year in advance, is entitled to the password. If at the expiration 
of the year she has not been admitted to membership in any 
Corps the transfer card shall be void, and the holder, upon the 
return of her badge, be considered honorably discharged from 
the Order. ' 

Question, — Can a Corps charge a fee for transfer or discharge 

card? 

DBCISIQN. — No. By-laws fixing a fee tfor transfer or discharge cards are 
void. 

References. — Journal, 1887, reprinted edition, pp. 146, 253. 
E. D. K. 

Question. — Can a member holding a transfer card visit any 
Corps she may desire, and learn all the business of the Corps, and 
have all the privileges except voting? 

DECISION. — A member holding a transfer card and having the proper pass- 
word can visit any Corps and enjoy all the privileges of a member except voting 
and speaking to a motion. 

References. — Journal, 1887, reprinted edition, pp. 133, 253- 
E. D. K. 

Question. — Must a transfer card be granted? 

DECISION. — If the Secretary reports there are no charges against the mem- 
ber, and the Treasurer no dues unpaid, the transfer must be granted, dating 
from the meeting in which it was asked. 

References. — Journal, 1889, reprinted edition, pp. 18, 183. 
C. R. C. Journal, 1900, pp. 126, 311, 312. H. J. B. 

NOTE. — A member desiring a transfer card makes a verbal or written 
application at a regular meeting. 

A vote of the Corps is not necessary, and would be out of order. 

The President ascertains as to whether the member's dues are paid up to that 
time. If so, and there are no charges pending against her, she issues the card, 
which is also signed by the Secretary. 



) 
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DECIKON. —- A person holding a transfer, who is without the proper pass- 
word and refuses to leave the room while tiie Corps is in session is subject to 
discipline. 

References, — Journal, 1892, pp. 147, 148. S. P. S. 

DECISION. — When past officers transfer from one Department to anotiier, 
tiie officers who grant the transfers shall state on the back of the triansfer 
card tiie honors to which they are entitled. 

References, — Journal, 1898, pp. 220, 320, 327. S. J. M. Jour- 
nal, 1901, pp. 57, 280. M. L. C. 

Case. — A Corps disbands. The Department Senior Vice-Presi- 
dent was a member, and takes a transfer. Has not time to join 
another Corps before Department Convention. The Department 
President changes password. Not having a Corps President, how 
can she get the new password and be admitted to Department 
Convention, of which she is Senior Vice-President? 

DECISION. — Her status as a Department officer remains unchanged. Her 
official duties in the Department remain unchanged. See Opinion XYI, p. 140, 
Tenth Journal. Being a Department officer, her presence at Convention is 
necessary to the discharge of her duties. Therefore, to allow her to finish her 
duties and fulfil her official obligations, she should, for this purpose, receive the 
password from tiie Department President. 

References. — Journal, 1898, reprinted edition, pp. 140, 246, 247. 
S. J. M. 

Case. — A Corps organized in March surrendered its charter the 
following December. They held a regular meeting in December 
and elected officers, according to Rules and Kegulations, but dis- 
banded before it was legal to install officers in January. 

Question. — Is the Corps President entitled to a transfer as Past 
Corps President? 

DECISION. — Tes, if in good standing. 

R^erences, — Journal, 1900, pp. 126, 127, 312. H. J. B. 

Question. — A Past Corps President holds an unexpired transfer 
which she has not placed anywhere for membership. Will she 
be entitled to a vote in Department Convention? 

DECISIONS. — A Past Corps President holding an unexpfared transfer is 
entitled to admission to Department Convention, and a vote in the same, if a De- 
partment officer; would not be entitied to a vote in Department Convention other 
than as given above, as she has no voting rights in any Corps. 
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A Department or National officer, by virtue of office is entitled to a seat in the 
Department or National Convention, and is not debarred the privilege because 
of being out on transfer. 

References. — Journal, 1890, reprinted edition, pp. 106, 231, 
235. A. W. Journal, 1903, pp. 386, 387. L.'J. T. 

Question. — A member took a transfer card from her home Corps. 

Just before the expiration of the year this was placed in another 

Corps. She was duly elected to membership, but was at no time able 

to present herself for admission. What is her status in the Order? 

DECISION. — Since this member did not' present herself for admission 

within the required time, to a her transfer card had lapsed, she is honorably 

discharged from the Order, and has the privilege of again becoming a member 

by complying with the law governing the readmission of honorably discharged 

members. 

References. — Journal, 1906, pp. 151-152, 310. A. A. A. 

Question. — A Corps has been suspended about two years. A 
member of that Corps holds a transfer card granted more than a 
year ago. She asks the Department President to extend the card, 
permitting her to still be a member of the Order, Department 
President rules, her card having expired, she is honorably discharged 
from the Order and must be readmitted regularly. 

DECISION. — The decision of the Department President is correct. See 

Chap, n. Art. IV, Sect. 2, Rules and Regulations. 

References. — Journal, 1907, pp. 185, 369, 370. C. R. S. 

NOTE. — An expired transfer card being equivalent to an^ honorable discharge, 
the holder should, upon applying for readmission to the Order, present transfer 
with application as a proof to Investigating Committee of her standing as an 
honorably discharged member. Committee 1912 

NOTE. — By action of the Twenty-si^ National Convention a member 
holding a valid transfer card, hating paid dues one year in advance, is entitled to 
receive passwords. 

References, — Journal, 1908, pp. 247, 248; R. and R., Chap. II, 
Art. IV, Sect. 2. K. E. J, 

Sect. 3. Members of disbanded Corps who were in good 
standing at the time of such dissolution shall receive transfer 
cards from the Department Secretary, which shall have full 
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force. A member of a disbanded Corps, who was in arrears 
for dues at the time of disbandment. may be admitted to any 
Corps upon regular application and payment of the regular fee, 
accompanied by a statement of the facts in the case. 

Question, — A Corps disbanded and a member in good standing 
failed to request transfer card within a year after disbandment. How 
may she again become a member of the Order? 

DECISION. — Failure of the Department President and Secretary to issue 
transfer does not operate to defeat her readmission to the Order. Rules and 
Regulations say such members shall recette transfer cards. She may be read- 
mitted as provided by Chapter n. Art. IV, Sect. S. 

References. — Journal, 1892, pp. 144, 305.. S. P. S. 
Death's Blue Book, 1910 edition, page 40. 

Sect. 4. Any member in good standing, on written applica- 
tion to the Corps President at a regular meeting, shall receive 
at some subsequent meeting, on the return of her badge, an 
honorable discharge signed by the President and attested by 
the Secretary. Applicants for readmission to the Order, in- 
cluding dropped and honorably discharged members, must be 
readmitted on the same vote as members upon their first appli- 
cation, and be reobligated. Dropped members must comply 
with Chapter V, Art. IV, Sec. 2. 

Qy^siion, — Can a member, having asked an honorable discharge 

from the Order, withdraw her request? If so, when, and in what 

manner? 

DECISION. — The law is plain and positive on the point of granting a dis- 
charge. Members must abide by their own judgment and action; and, if they 
wish to retract, the law provides a way of being readmitted to the Order and to 
the Corps from which discharge was granted. Many members seem not to 
realize the difference between a discharge card and a transfert or that when 
asking a discharge they ask that their connection with the Woman's Relief Corps 
be entirely severed; while with a transfer they are still members of the Order a 
year. ' 

Because of the confusion that may tiius arise, and to give opportunity for 
explanation, a request for discharge does not become operative until the meeting 
at which tiie discharge is to be asked is called to order, and up to that time a 
member has the privilege of reconsidering the action and witii drawing her request. 
Should this be done, request for discharge becomes void. 
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Calling the meeting to order concludes the conditions required in section on 
discharge, all others having been met; and from that time the law must take 
its course. 

References. — Journal, 1892, pp. 153, 154, 305. S. P. S. 

Case. — A member of a Corps receives an honorable discharge 
while charges are pending against her, and she refuses to return 
her badge to the Corps to which she belonged. 

DECISION. — The Corps that granted a member a discharge while qharges 
were pending or before receiving her badge was in error, and should be instructed 
at once to prevent further mistakes. A discharge must never be granted until a 
subsequent meeting, in order that there can be no doubt of the standing of the 
member asking for the same. 

References. — Journal, 1894, pp. 108, 109, 310. S. C. M. 

Sect. 5. A member can be dishonorably discharged only 
upon due investigation and sentence as per Chap. V., Art. 
VII. Dishonorably discharged members can be readmitted to 
membership upon regular application approved by the officer 
who approved the sentence, or she can become a charter member 
of a new Corps, if application be approved by the officer who 
approved the sentence. It is further provided that dishonor- 
ably discharged members may be reinstated if the petition 
receive a two-thirds vote of the entire Corps of which she was 
a member, signed by the Department President and approved 
by the National President. 



ARTICLE V. 

MEETINGS. 

Section 1. The regular meetings of each Corps shall be held 
at least monthly. 

Question. — Date of a regular meeting comes on New Year's day. 
Can the Corps vote to hold the regular meeting for that week on 
the previous day or during the following week? 

DECISION. — It is an established municipal custom that regular meetings 

falling upon holidays may be held upon the preceding or following day, as may be 
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voted; but, in this instance, being New Year's day, the meeting could not be 
held upon the preceding day, it being the last day of December, and the meetings 
for that month have already been held; but it may be held upon the following 
day. Should that day be Sunday, the meeting should be called the third. 

On the other national holidays. Corps may by vote meet either on preceding 
or following day; but in every instance each member must be notified of the 
change in date of meeting. 

References. — Journal, 1892, pp. 137, 305. S. P. S. 

Question, — Can a Corps set aside a regular meeting for an outside 
meeting? 

DECISION. — No. Regular meetings of the Corps are fixed by By-law or by 
majority vote of the Corps, and cannot be set aside for any other meeting. 

Red Book cites the only exception that can be made, wh^h is in the case of a 
national holiday. 

References. — Journal, 1908, pp. 138, 286. K. E. J. 

Case. — Four small Corps in a Department, finding themselves 
unable to pay rent for a hall, asked permission to hold their meetings 
at a private house. Permission was given. The Corps have held 
regular meetings, reported promptly and paid their per capita tax 
and in addition have been valuable helps to the Posts to which 
they are auxiliary. At one of the District Conventions the question 
was discussed, and the legality of such meetings questioned. 

DECISION. — There is no law stating that Corps shall hold their meetings 
in halls. Beath's Blue Book, page S8, ItlO edition. Note 1, on "Change of loca- 
tion of Posts," gives authority to change but does not state that meetings shall be 
held in halls. 

References. — Journal, 1909, pp. 147, 294. M. L. G. 

Sect. 2. Corps must establish, either by By-Laws or direct 
vote, the hours for convening Corps meetings, and these shall 
not be changed imtil due notice, in writing, has been given each 
member, and the change has then been approved by a majority 
vote of the Corps. 

Sect. 3. Special meetings may be called by the Corps Presi- 
dent or upon the written request of five members of the Corps. 
Notice thereof must be given to each member of the Corps and 
the object of such meeting stated; and no business shall be 
transacted except such as is specified in the call. 



CHAP. II — ART. V. 58 

Question. — Would a notice of a special meeting in a newspaper 

be considered a legal notice? 

DECISION. — No. It is the duty of the Secretary to notify each member 
- according to Rules and Regulations, and she cannot notify each member through 
a newspaper. 

References. — Journal, 1891, pp. 109, 264, 266. M. S. McH. 

Question. — When a Corps is not holding regular meetings, can the 
President call a meeting of a few members and transact Corps 
business without ngtifying each member of the Corps of such meet- 
ing and the business to be transacted? 

DECISION. — No, this would be a special meeting. Rules and Regulations 
distinctly state each member must be notified, the object stated, and no other 
business transacted except as is specified in call for the meeting. 

References. — Journal, 1902, pp. 157, 158, 340. S. P. S. 

Sect. 4. Eight members qualified to transact business shall 
constitute a quorum at any meeting of the Corps. 

Sect. 5. Corps having thirty or less members, five members 
qualified to transact business may constitute a quorum, the 
chairs to be filled being President, Secretary, Treasurer, Con- 
ductor and Guard. 

Question. — Can three members constitute a quorum in a Relief 
Corps of twelve or fourteen members, who are aU crippled from 
rheumatism and age, who live away out on an island, where the roads 
are muddy, no sidewalks, or any convenience in getting to pjace of 
meeting, but are anxious to hold their charter for the sake of the 
very few veterans who are struggling along to keep their Post alive? 
DECISION. — Our laws provide the number to constitute a quorum, but as 
our first duty is to the veterans, it should be made possible for the Corps to help 
the Post of which they are auxiliary, and if they comply with the law of forwarding 
reports andprr capita tax, should advise that they be allowed to hold their charter, 
basing this advice upon a former decision that "continuance lies with the Depart- 
ment President." 

References. — Journal, 1909, pp. 146, 294. M. L. G. 

Sect. 6. Children over two years of age must not be ad- 
mitted to Corps meetings* 
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ARTICLE VI. 

OFFICERS. 

Section 1. All members of the Woman's Relief Corps in 
good standing are eligible to any Corps, Department or National 
office. 

QiLestion. — Can a Corps elect as President a woman who holds 
office in a Circle? 

DECISION. — If a legal vote of the Corps 80 decides, she can hold the office. 

References. — Journal, 1909, pp. 146, 294. M. L. G. 

Sect. 2. The officers of each Corps shall be a President, 
Senior and Junior Vice-Presidents, Secretary, Treasurer, Chap- 
lain, Conductor, Guard, Assistant Conductor, Assistant Guard, 
Patriotic Instructor, Press Correspondent, Musician and four 
Color Bearers. 

Sect. 3. The Corps President shall appoint Relief, Execu- 
tive, Auditing, Home and Employment and Conference Com- 
mittees, to be directors of Corps work. Their terms expire 
with the appointing power. They serve, however, until their 
successors are appointed, but may at any time be removed at 
the option of the appointing officer. 

Sect. 4. The terms of appointed officers (Corps, Department 
or National) expire with the appointing power. They shall 
hold office however, until their successors are installed, but may 
at any time be removed at the option of the appointing officer. 

Qnealum. — If a Corps President resigns her office, does her 
appointed Secretary continue in office until the end of the year? 
DECISION. — No. All appointive offices expire with the appointing power. 
The newly elected President may reappoint her, should she so desire. 

References. — Journal, 1888, pp. 110, 164. E. S. H. 

NOTE. — All officers, however, hold office until their successors are in- 
stalled. See Chap. II, Art. Vn, Sect. 4, Rules and Regulations, page 10. 

Committee 1914. 
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ARTICLE VII. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 

Section 1. The Corps oj05cers, except Secretary, Assistant 
Conductor, Assistant Guard, Patriotic Instructor, Press Corre- 
spondent, Musician and Color Bearers, shall be elected at the 
first regular meeting in December or at a special meeting, if 
necessary, to conclude the election. The election shall be by 
written or printed ballot, unless such ballot be dispensed with 
by unanimous consent. The ballot shall be distributed and 
collected by the Conductors. 

Question. — A Corps is organized in November. Must there be 
an election of officers in December? 

DECISION. — Yes. See Chap, n, Art. Vn, Sect. S, Rules and Regulations. 

Question. — Rules used to say each Corps member must be notified 
of annual election. Have they been changed? 

DECISION. — ^Yes. The numerous efforts made to set aside elections, members 
declaring they had received no notice, made it necessary to eliminate that sen- 
tence from Rules. It is enough that the law makes annual election the first 
meeting in December. The duty was made obsolete at Sixteenth National Con- 
vention. 

References. — Journal, 1898, pp. 52, 300, 301. S. J. M. Journal, 
1902, pp. 157, 340. C. R. J. 

Question. — Can a teller second the nomination of a candidate for 
any office? 

DECISION. — Yes. Any member in good standing in her Corps is entitled 
to any position and can, if a voting member of Convention, second nominations 
or make them, irrespective of any position she may hold. 

References. — Journal, 1908, pp. 137, 286. K. E. J. 

Question. — If a member is elected President of her Corps and 

resigns before installation, and no election is possible at the next 

regular meeting, can the President call a special meeting for the 

purpose of completing election before installation, and must all 

members be notified of this meeting? 

DECISION. — Yes. Chap. II, Art. vn. Sect. 1, Rules and Regulations, reads : 
"The Corps oficers . . . shall be elected at the first regular meeting in Decem- 
ber, or at special meeting if necessary to conclude the election." 
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Chap, n, Art. V, Sect. S, Rules and Regulations, reads: '^Notice thereof 
must be given to each member of the Corps, and the object of such meeting 
stated.*' 

References. — Journal, 1908, pp. 138, 286. K. E. J. 

Qiie8tit>n. — A Corps failed to hold a meeting and election of 

officers, as required by Chap. II, Art. VII, Sect. 1. Would an 

election held on the first meeting in January be legal? 

ANSWER. — A Corps, not having held an election in accordance with the 
law, must request the Department President to grant a dispensation to hold 
an election at a subsequent regular meeting. Each member of the Corps must 
be notified of said election. Committee Itli. 

Sect. 2. In balloting for officers, a majority of all the votes 
cast shall be necessary to a choice. If there is no election on 
the first two ballots, the name of the member receiving the low- 
est number of votes shall be dropped, and so on in successive 
ballots until a choice is made. 

NOTE. — In counting the ballots, all blanks are ignored. (Roberts's Rules of 
Order. ) 

Question. — At an election of officers, after balloting has begun, 
can new nominations be made? 

DECISION. — Yes. This will be understood, that nominations can be made at 
the proper time and in the proper manner, — not while the particular ballot is being 
conducted nor until the tellers have announced the result of that ballot. . . . 
Our Rules and Regulations do not provide for nominations at all, and, at any 
time during the balloting, if it shall be found that any member in good standing 
has received the majority of the legal votes cast, she shall be declared elected 
to the ofllce named, though she may not have been placed in nomination. 

References. — Journal, 1887, reprinted edition, pp. 144, 145, 253. 
E. D. K. 

Questian, — Can a Corps or Department President decide that a 

candidate for office receiving the largest number of votes, but not 

a majority, be declared elected when more than two candidates 

are in nomination? 

DECISION. — No. Balloting must be proceeded with till one candidate 
shall have received a majority of all the votes cast. 

References. — Journal, 1887, reprinted edition, pp. 147, 253. 
E. D. K. 

Question. — What is the usual manner of voting where there is 
but one nominee for an office? 
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DECISION. — When there is but one candidate for an office, the Secretary 
may cast the tmllot, or, if the ballot be dispensed with by tote of the Corps, the 
candidate may be elected by acclamation. If one member votes against the 
candidate, it is not a legal vote and the election must be by ballot. When the 
ballot is dispensed with by nnanimotis vote, it does not elect the candidate. A 
motion must be made and seconded and inroperly put, that the Secretary cast 
the ballot for the candidate nominated. The Secretary must write the ballot, 
and, holding it, announce, **I cast the unanimous vote of the Convention for 
Mrs.— .»» 

/2e/ercnces.— Journal, 1891, pp. 110, 111, 265. M. S. McH. 

Sect. 3. The officers thus elected shall be installed at a 
regular meeting in January following, or at a special meeting 
called for such purpose during the month (except officers of 
Corps organized in December, who, being then installed, hold 
office for the year). The newly elected officers shall select the 
Installing Officer, who shall be notified of their choice by 
the Corps Secretary. Any present or past officer in good 
standing in her Coips may install officers in her Depart- 
ment without a detail from Department President. A Past 
National President or any National officer may install officers 
in any Department so long as she remains in good standing in 
her Corps. 

At the installation the Corps President shall appoint the 
Secretary, Patriotic Instructor, Press Correspondent, Musician 
and four Color Bearers ; the Conductor and Guard, respectively, 
nominate the Assistant Conductor and Assistant Guard, who, 
when confirmed by the President, shall also be installed. 
All officers enter upon their duties immediately after in- 
stallation, and, whether elected or appointed, hold office until 
their successors are installed. Installation may be conducted 
publicly. 

Question, — Can a retiring President serve as Installing Officer? 

DECISION. — A retiring President should not serve as Installing Officer 
except when no one else competent to serve is available. The provision in the 
Service Book is made to cover extreme cases only. 

References. — Journal, 1894, pp. 106, 300. S. C. M. 

Case. — Can a Past Corps President while acting as Installing 
Officer of her own Corps install herself as Secretary by proxy? 
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DECISION. — No officer can be installed by proxy. The law is plain and 
emphatic on that point. (Chap. V, Art. xn. ) 

References. — Journal, 1894, pp. 106, 275, 300. S. C. M. 

Question. — May a Post Commander or Past Post Commander, 
when other officers are not available, install the newly elected 
officers of a Corps? 

DECISION. — Yes, if selected by the officers who are to be installed and 
detailed by the Department President to the duty. While not in Rules and Reg- 
ulations this is authorized by the Service Book. 

References. — Journal, 1894, pp. 106, 268. S. C. M. 

Case. — A Corps President was elected at the first meeting in 
December. She leaves her home December 22 to be away thirty 
days. She desired to be installed before leaving her home. Would 
this be advisable? 

DECISION. — It would be not only inadvisable, but illegal. Rules and Regu- 
lations, Chap, n. Art. Vn, Sect. 8, provide: ''Officers thus elected shall be 
installed at a regular meeting in January following, or at a special meeting called 
for such purpose during the month." 

References. — Journal, 1908, pp. 138, 286. K. E. J. 

Case. — The Secretary is absent, the President calls upon the 
Patriotic Instructor to fill the chair of the Secretary, and fills the 
chair of the Patriotic Instructor from the floor. 

Is it not the duty of a Corps officer to fill her own chair whenever 

she is present? 

DECISION. — ^Yes. It has been decided, however, that in Corps weak in 
numbers, the offices of Patriotic Instructor and Press Correspondent may be 
ffiled by other Corps officers, as the duties of those two are mainly outside 
the Corps room. In the case above cited, the chair of Patriotic Instructor need 
not have been filled. 

References. — Journal, 1907, pp. 192, 369. C. R. S. 

Question. — May Corps add to or change any ceremony of Service 
Book, notably that of Installation? 

DECISION. — No. In order that uniformity of service may prevail Corps 
should adhere strictly to the text of Service Book. 

* References. — Journal, 1912, pp. 146, 261. C. M. D. 

Sect. 4. At the first regular meeting after the installation 
of oflScers the President shall appoint the Committees as pro- 
vided for in Chap. II, Art. VI, Sect. 3. 
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Sect. 5. A Corps may, by a two-thirds vote, declare vacant 
the position of any ofl&cer who has absented herself for four 
consecutive meetings, provided that notice has been duly given 
the delinquent officer, and notice of the intended action has 
been given to members of the Corps. (Beath's Blue Book'.) 

Sect. 6. Corps may fill any vacancy in their elective offices 
at any regular meeting, provided noticie of such contemplated 
action has been given at a previous meeting. 

Qtiestion. — When a Corps President resigns, does the Senior 
Vice-President act in her place? 

DECISION. — The Senior Vice-President acts in her place until a new 
President is regulariy elected, if the resigned officer is absent from meetings; 
if present, she fills the chair until her successor is installed. 

References. — Journal, 1887, reprinted edition, pp. 142, 253. 
E. D. K. 1888, reprinted edition, pp. 108, 164. E. S. H. 

Question. — If Corps President resigns, would the offices of Assist- 
ant Conductor and Assistant Guard, as well as Secretary, be vacant ? 
DECISION. — No. These assistants are virtually appointed by their princi- 
pals, the Conductor and Guard. Should they resign, the offices of their assistants 
become vacant. 

References. — Journal, 1888, reprinted edition, pp. 109, 164. 
E. S. £[. 

Question. — If, at a meeting of the President and a few others, 
the majority of the Corps members not having been notified of 
the meeting or of the business to be transacted, and no record of 
the meeting and the business transacted is kept for approval by 
the Corps at a subsequent meeting, the President resigns her office, 
and her successor is elected to fill out the unexpired term, is the 
newly elected member legally the President of that Corps? 

DECISION. — No. Notice of such contemplated action must be given at a 

previous meeting. (See Chap, n. Art. Vn, Sect. 6. ) 

References. — Journal, 1902, pp. 158, 340. C. R. J. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

DUTIES OP OFFICERS. 

Section 1. It is the duty of a Corps President to preside 
at all meetings of the Corps, to enforce a strict observance of 
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the Rules and Regulations of the Order, by-laws of the Corps 
and all orders from proper authority; to detail all officers and 
committees not otherwise provided for; approve by her signa- 
ture all orders drawn by the Secretary upon the Treasurer 
for appropriations of money made and passed at a regular 
meeting of the Corps; to forward the reports and returns re- 
quired by Rules and Regulations, and perform such other duties 
as may appertain to her office. She shall forward to the Post 
Commander a quarterly report of the relief extended by the 
Corps, and confer wiih him concerning all matters in common 
between Post and Corps. She shall appoint a Conference Com- 
mittee of five to meet and counsel with a like Committee from 
the Post, in order to strengthen the relations and perfect the 
work for which these organizations are mutually pledged. She 
shall signify to the Post Commander her desire for the appoint- 
ment of such Committee. 

NOTE. — Coriw I>residents will stand in presiding at Corps meetings only 
when required by the Ritual work, — in putting the question, in announcing the 
result of a ballot or vote, in giving a decision of the chair or Corps, in speaking 
to the Corps on points of order or new business, and in receiving visitors. She 
should not stand during roll-call, or discussion of business, reading of reports, 
communications, or order of business other than as jitated above. 

Question. — Can a President refuse to put a motion? 

DECISION. — A proper motion, properly supported, must be put to vote 
unless properly withdrawn. 

References. — Journal, 1888, reprinted edition, pp. 107, 164. 

Question. — Should a Corps, President retain her office after chang- 
ing her residence to another city? 

DECISION. — If in the early part of her administration, it would be unwise 
so to do; but if toward the close of her term, and she has rendered faithful ser- 
vice, it is but a grateful acknowledgment of such that she be allowed to retain 
her office, and thus obtain her past rank. 

References. — Journal, 1888, reprinted edition, pp. 106, 164. 

Question. — Can a Corps President suspend the regular order of 
business without vote of Corps? 
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DECISION. — A Corps President can suspend the regular order of business 
"if there are no objections" from the Corps, and the Corps is opened and closed 
in due form. 

References, — Journal, 1890, pp. 109, 235. A. W. 

Question, — Can a Department President give the password to 

a member of a Corps whose dues are paid in advance, but for reasons 

she considers good does not care to attend Corps meetings or to 

ask her Corps President for the password? 

DECISION. — No. Members must secure the password from or upon the 
request of their own Corps President.] No matter what a member's private 
grievance may be, she has no right to show it in the Corps, or neglect or refuse 
to perform a plain duty. 

References, — Journal, 1891, reprinted edition, pp. 112, 113, 
265. M. S. McH. 

Qtiestum^ — Can a Corps President give password to visiting 
member when member's Corps President has written asking Presi- 
dent to give it to her? 

DECISION. — Yes, on notice from member's Corps President that she is in 

good standing. 

References, — Journal, 1902, pp. 156, 340. C. R. J. 

Question, — Can a visiting member be invited out of courtesy to 
fill a chair in the absence of a regular officer? Were a visiting 
member a Conductor in Corps A, could she be invited to act as 
Conductor pro tern, in Corps B? 

DECISION. — As a matter of courtesy, no. In the absence of the Conductor 
or Guard, their assistants wiU act in their place, and the vacancy thus caused be 
filled from the floor. 

As a matter of instruction, exception might be made and the fact so appear in 
the minutes of the meeting. 

References. — Journal, 1892, pp. 131, 305. S. P. S. 

Question, — In case of the absence of all three Presidents and the 
Secretary also, who calls the Corps to order? 

DECISION. — The officer present ranking highest. In this case the Treasurer 
calls the meeting to order, and the Corps elects, by vote of members present, a 
President pro tern, A President is never appointed. 

Reference, — Ritual, p. 47. 
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Question. — After the minutes of a meeting have been read and 

declared approved by the President, should she approve the record 

by affixing her signature? 

DECISION. — Under the Rules and Regulations there is no proTision for 
this. 

References. — Journal, 1893, pp. 50, 192. M. R. W. 

DECISION. — Communications from Corps officers and members asking for 
decisions from the National President must be forwarded through the Corps 
President and Department President and be properly endorsed by them. 

Reference. — Journal, 1899, p. 357. F. J. M. • 

DECISION. — That the President of every Detached Corps send to the 
National Chaplain the address of their Corps Chaplain. 

References. — Journal, 1899, pp. 110, 291, 292. F. J. M. 

NOTE. — General Orders received by Corps must be read in regular 
order of business at the next meeting after being received. No vote is necessary 
on their reception. If business is suggested, it shall lie over until *' New 
Business," otherwise the orders shall be duly filed. 

DECISION. — No departure can be made from the Ritual unless ordered by 
National Convention. 

Reference. — Journal, 1886, p. 154. S. E. F. 

NOTE. — Corps must not add to or take from the phraseology of our Ritual, or 
introduce any prayer or other matter beside that found in our services. The sanction 
of Department officers or conventions to any such innovations is entirely unauthor- 
ized. Corps Presidents are charged ivith the duty of conforming strictly to our Ritual, 

References. — Journal, 1887, reprinted edition, pp. 291, 292. 
E. D. K. 

NOTE. — The Twenty-third National Convention endorsed the following 
recommendation of the National President: **That this Convention express its 
' disapproval of any efforts, on the part of subordinate Corps, to adopt new methods, 
or make changes in the work as laid down in the Ritual." 

References. — Journal, 1905, pp. 59, 222. F.E. M. 

Question, — Must a motion be made, seconded and voted upon, 
that an order be drawn upon Treasurer for per capita? Cannot the 
President order Secretary to draw an order upon Treasurer for such 
tax, if she so wishes? 

DECISION. — No action of the Corps is necessary in order to pay the per 
capita tax, and the President can order the voucher drawn. 

References. — Journal, 1907, pp. 187, 188, 369. C. R. S. 
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Case. — Tlie President, Senior Vice and Junior Vice-Presidents, 
and the Secretary are absent. Treasurer presides. Members 
appeared without the password. 

Question (one). — Had the Treasurer, presiding, the right to give 
the password to the three members? 

DECISION. — (one). If elected to preside, she has. 

Question (two). — Suppose Treasurer had also been absent, and 
the Corps had elected a President pro tempore. Would that member, 
presiding, have the right to give the password? 

DECISION. — (two). Any one elected President pro tempore, or any officer 

flilinc that chair, has all the rights and powers of a President, which includes 

giving the password. 

Question (tiiree). — Suppose the member elected to preside had 

herself forgotten the passwords. Could she have obtained them from 

any one present? 

DECISION. — (three). A member not knowing the passwords would not 
be qualified to hold such position, and should not accept. 

References. — Journal, 1907, pp. 192, 193, 369. C. R. S. 

Question — Must the password be taken at a meeting that is 
called a reunion of Corps? 

DECISION. — Password must be taken whenever Ritualistic woik Is done. 

References. — Journal, 1910, pp. 158, 365. J. I. B. 

Sect. 2. The A^ce-Presidents shall perform such duties as 
are required of them by the Ritual, and in the absence of the 
President shall fill her office according to seniority. If neither 
of them are present, the next regular officer in rank calls meeting 
to order, when the Corps shall elect a President pro tern. 

Sect. 3. The Secretary shall keep in books properly pre- 
pared: 

1. The Rules and Regulations of the Woman's Relief Corps 
and the By-laws of the Corps, to be duly signed by every mem- 
ber upon initiation. 

2. A Journal, in which must be recorded the minutes of each 
meeting of the Corps and from which the same shall be read 
to the Corps at a regular meeting. Her signature, or that of 
the Secretary pro tern., must attest all proceedings. 
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3. An Order Book, in which shall be recorded all orders drawn 
on the Treasurer and approved by the President. 

4. A General Order File, in which shall be preserved all orders 
and circulars issued by Department or National Headquarters, 
in the order in which they are received. 

5. A Letter File, in which shall be preserved all official eor- 
respondence. 

6. The Secretary shall draw all orders for money on the 
Treasurer, approved by the Corps President; shall in writing 
notify all applicants for membership the result of ballot, and, 
under the direction of the President, prepare all reports and 
returns required of her; she shall notify the Department Sec- 
retary of the death of any Army Nurse that may be known to 
her; and shall perform such other duties as appertain to her 
office, and transfer to her successor without delay all books, 
papers, and other Corps property in her possession. 

7. In reading her minutes the Secretary shall not announce 
the name of any beneficiary. Members desiring this information 
may procure the same from the Corps President. 

NOTB. — CoriNi Secretaries shall exercise great care in filling out election 
returns, using the full personal name of every officer, delegate, and alternate. 

jReference. — Journal, 1886, reprinted edition, p. 173. S. E. F. 

NOTB. — Corps Secretary must put number of members in good standing 
September 80, also number of delegates to which Corps are entitled on outside 
fold of Election Returns, Form L. ^ Committee 1906. 

Qitestion. — Is a Secretary supposed to read the proceedings of 
the Corps from her journal or from manuscript which b to be cor- 
rected, if necessary, and subsequently copied into the journal? 

DECISION. — Corps Secretaries shall read their minutes direct from the 
Journal, noting any corrections in the minutes, that may be made in the minutes 
of the previous meeting. Such action will not only induce greater accuracy on 
the part of the Secretary, but will preserve a history of such corrections, which 
are a part of the proceedings of any Corps meeting. 

References. — Journal, 1887, reprinted edition, pp. 147, 148, 

253. E. D. K. Ritual, page 5. 

NOTB. — All corrections should also be noted on the margin of the minutes 
iHiich are corrected. Committee 1*14. 
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Question, — Should the Corps Secretaries keep in their possession 

all official correspondence? 

DECISION. — The Rules provide that "the Secretary shall perform such 
other duties as pertain to her office." Among her duties is the filing of all orders 
and official communications among the Corps papers, in such a way that they 
may be readily referred to by the President or any member of the Corps. They 
should be obtainable at any Corps meeting. 

References. — Journal, 1887, reprinted edition, pp. 143, 253. 
E. D. K. 

Qiiestion. — Can the minutes of a Corps be changed after the same 

have been read at a regular meeting if the President fails to say the 

minutes will stand approved as read? 

DECISION. — After the minutes had been read, there being no corrections 
noted, and the President passes on to the next order of business without saying 
**the minutes will stand approved as read," it would be apparent to every one 
that it was simply an omission on the part of the President, and would not inval- 
idate the minutes from standing approved as] read, particularly as no one 
objected at the time. 

References. — Journal, 1887, reprinted edition, pp. 137; 253. 
E. D. K. 

Question. — Can a Secretary put personal opinions in her minutes ? 

DECISION. — A Secretary should only make a record of business transac- 
tions of the Corps. 

References. — Journal, 1888, reprinted edition, pp. 107, 164 . 
E. S. H. 

DECISION. — Corps Secretary should immediately notify the Department 
Secretary of the death of any Army Nurse. 

References. — Journal, 1892, pp. 187, 385. S. P. S. 

Question, — When National and Department Greneral Orders are 
received at the same meeting of a Corps, which should be read 
first to the Corps? 

DECISION. — National General Orders are frequently the keynote to Depart- 
ment General Orders, notably Memorial, Inspection, and Convention Orders 
and should be read first. 

References. — Journal, 1894, pp. 104, 283. S. C. M. 

Sect. 4. The Treasurer shall hold the funds, vouchers and 
other property of the Corps, pay all orders for money drawn by 
the Secretary and approved by the Corps President, and collect 
all moneys due the Corps, giving her receipt therefor; disburse 
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no moneys except upon regularly drawn orders; keep an account 
with each member, notify in writing all members in arrearSf and 
furnish the President with a list of the same, and render to the 
Corps at each regular meeting in writing, on Form W, an account 
of its finances, which shall be referred to the Auditing Com- 
mittee. She shall make and deliver to the President all re- 
ports required of Corps Treasurers by Chap. V, Art. I, and 
forward promptly all contributions for funds held by Depart- 
ment or National Treasurers as required by Art. XIX, Chap. 
V, and deliver to her successor in office, or to any one desig- 
nated by the Corps, all moneys, books, and other property of 
the Corps in her possession or under her control. She shall 
give bonds prior to her installation, in a sum to be named by 
the Corps, for the faithful discharge of her duties. She shall 
order all supplies from the Department Treasurer on Corps 
Requisition Blanks. 

Question. — What is the legal course for bills to take, when pre- 
sented to the Corps for payment? 

DECISION. — All bills, sai^e those coming under jurisdiction of committees, 
should be broucbt to the Secretary's table, and presented in due form to the Corps 
for approval. 

The President should order Secretary to draw orders for aU approved bills, 
and a duplicate record should be made on the stubs of order-book. After being 
signed by the President and Secretary, these orders should be passed to the 
Treasurer. 

The Treasurer should pay all such bills, and have the receipts filed for refer- 
ence. 

References. — Journal, 1891, pp. Ill, 272. M. S. McH. 

NOTE. — Bills should accompany orders handed by Secretary to Treasurer. 

Committee ItlS. 

Question, — In case of a shortage discovered after the Treasurer's 
bond is surrendered (the Auditing Committee having reported her 
books correct), who should reimburse Corps, Department or 

National? 

DECISION. — The Corps, Department, or National Treasurer. The Auditing 
Committee should be certain that their work is correct before reporting; but 
the Treasurer is the only one financially responsible, and the only one whom the 
civil courts would hold responsible. 

References. — Journal, 1893, pp. 51, 192. M. R. W. 
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NOTE. — National Treasurer's books are now andited by an expert ac- 
countant. Committee 1914. 

Question. — Can a Treasurer pay over Corps funds to Post without 

vouchers? 

DECISION. — As a Treasurer can disbuise no moneys except upon regularly 
drawn orders "for appropriations made and passed at a regular meeting of the 
Corps," she would have no right to tumlover the funds to the Post and would be 
liable for the amount paid out. 

References. — Journal, 1907, pp. 188, 369. C. R. S. 

Question. — Can a Treasurer refuse to accept dues from a member 

when offered outside Corps room, Treasurer having no way of giving 

receipt? 

ANSWER. — The Treasurer can refuse to accept dues outside the Corps 
room, but it would be much better to receive the dues when offered, receipting 
at next regular meeting. Committee 191ir. 

Question. — A member unable to attend Corps meetings sends 
dues through another member. Can Treasurer refuse to accept? 
ANSWER. — Treasurer should accept dues sent by member who is unable> 
to attend Corps meeting. Committee 1912. 

Sect. 5. The Chaplain shall officiate at the opening of the 
Corps and at the funeral of members when attended by the 
Corps. She shall compile the records of Memorial Day on Form 
J, and promptly forward the same to Department Chaplain 
through Corps President, not later than June 5, and perform such 
other duties in connection with her office as the Corps may 
require. 

NOTE. — It must be remembered that the Burial Service is conducted for 
a deceased member only by her request while living, or by the request of the 
family; and it must not interfere with such other service as relatives may desire. 

Committee 1914. 

Question. — Has a Department officer, when called to fill a Chap- 
lain's chair at Corps meeting, any right to make remarks and an 
extemporaneous prayer before proceeding to the Lord's Prayer? 
DECISION. — The duties of Chaplain are laid down in Ritual and in carrying 
out Ritual work we are neither to add to nor take from that Ivork. 
References. — Journal, 1890, pp. 108, 231, 235. A. W. 

Sect. 6. The Conductor, Guard, and Color Bearers shall per- 
form such duties as may be required by the Ritual or the Corps 
President. 
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Qttestion, — When Conductors or members are iostrueted to retire 
for special duty, how do they "leave the room direct"? 

DECISION. — As in diagram No. 1, p. 34, Ritual initiation service. President 
says, * 'Conductor, you will retire," etc. This is a command to leave the room 
(whether f<» initiation or for whatever purpose, the manoer would be the same). 
The CondttctOT salutes at her station, and follows the line of march, as indicated 
by diagram. 

References. — Journal, 1893, pp. 48, 192. M. R. W. 

DECISION. — The Guard should never confer with those outside. The con- 
ference should go on with the Assistant Guard, and the door kept closed except 
whea-the members pass in and out. The Guard should keep her place at the door. 

References. — Journal, 1887, reprinted edition, pp. 263, 264. 
E. D. K. 

Que^ion. — Is the Guard empowered with authority to decline 
to admit to Corps room or Department Convention a member who 
chooses to give the National password? Is not the possession of 
the National Password sufficient even in one's own Corps for a 
member holding an imexpired transfer card? 

DECISION. — WhMi a member is initiated she is instructed as to the use of 
Department and National passwords, and has no choice in the matter. The 
Guard is not empowered with authority to change our laws, and must require 
Department password of members of the Department. National password 
from visiting members only. 

References. — Journal, 1907, pp. 192, 369. C. R. S. 

Sect. 7. The Assistant Conductor and Assistant Guard shall 
assist the Conductor and the Guard, respectively, in their duties. 

Question. — In reporting if there are candidates for initiation, 
shall the Guard attend to that or the Assistant Guard? 

DECISION. — All outside services of whatever character shall be performed 
by the Assistant Guard, who reports to the Guard. The Guard reports to the 
Corps. 

Reference. — Journal, 1887, reprinted edition, p. 264. E. D. K. 

NOTE. — The Assistant Guard should answer all calls at the door when given, 
admitting waiting members and Comrades to Che ante-room where they will 
remain should Opening Ceremony, Initiation or balloting be in progress. 

Coxamittee 1914. 

Sect. 8. The Patriotic Instructor shall promote patriotic 
education by visiting schools, presenting flags, Patriotic Primers, 
Oleographs of the origin and history of the Stars and Stripes 
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furnished by the Corps, and by encouraging the general observ- 
ance of National Anniversaries and Peace and Flag Days. 
"She shall compile a record of the year's work on Form V and 
forward the same to the Department Patriotic Instructor through 
the Corps President, thirty days before Department Convention, 
and shall present a written report to the Corps monthly. She 
shall forward, immediately after installation, her full name 
and address to the Department Patriotic Instructor. De- 
tached Corps Patriotic Instructors must report to the National 
Patriotic Instructor on Form V, not later than June 15. 

DECISION. — That Corps hold open meetings of a patriotic nature once a 
month, or as often as advisable, to'gain the interest of teachers and pupils and the 
general public in this important branch of our work. 

References. — Journal, 1901, pp. 162, 318. M. L. C. 

DECISION. — That Corps be requested to arrange Peace Programs on or 
about May 18 annually, when the subject of Peace and Arbitration shall be 
considered, songs sung, and addresses made bearing upon this vital subject: 
* 'Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the children of God." 

References. — Journal, 1903, pp. 374, 426. L. J. T. 

NOTE. — Corps Patriotic Instructors are referred to the explanatory notes on 
Department Patriotic Instructors' duties for information regarding National 
AnniTorsaries and other patriotic work, also to the National Journals of 1903, 
1904, and 1911 for patriotic programs. Committee 1912. 

Sect. 9. The Press Correspondent shall, under the instruc- 
tions issued by the National Press Correspondent, prepare items 
of interest relative to the social and practical work of the 
Woman's Relief Corps, and procure their publication in the 
local press. She shall compile such records on Form X, and for- 
ward to Department Press Correspondent, through the Corps 
President, not later than June 1, and present a written report 
to the Corps semi-annually. Detached Corps Press Correspond- 
ents must report to the National Press Correspondent. 

Sect. 10. The Musician shall conduct the musical exercises 
of the Corps, and perform such other duties in connection with 
the office as may be required of her by the President. 
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Sect. 11. The several Committees shall have the control of 
such property as the Corps by vote shall place in their possession, 
subject to the direction of the Corps as to its management and 
investment. 

Sect. 12. The Relief Committee shall have the management 
of the Relief Work, subject to the direction of the Corps. They 
shall investigate all applications for relief, supply temporal 
wants, visit the sick, bury the dead, and report to the Corps 
monthly, in writing, all duties performed. All bills contracted 
by the Committee shall be audited by the chairman before 
presentation to the Corps for action. In reading their report the 
Committee shall not announce the name of any beneficiary. 
Members desiring this information may procure the same from 
the Corps President. 

Question, — ^Who should fill the vacancy on the Relief Committee? 
DECISION. — The President of the Corps appoints all committees. 

References, ^Jonmal, 1891, pp. 112, 265. M. S. McH. 

NOTE. — The Woman's Relief Corps was organized to assist the Grand 
Army of the Republic. Its money and its best efforts must be devoted to that 
object. Army Nurses are included in the list of beneficiaries. 

Becoming a member of a Woman's Relief Corps does not entitle any one to 
help from the Relief Fund. That fund is held sacred, and can only be used to 
relieve the wants of Union veterans and their dependents. If a Corps decides 
to give temporary aid to one of its own members, not akin to Union soldiers or 
sailors, it must be done from the "General Fund." 

Nothing that can be construed into a financial inducement to become members 
should be encouraged or tolerated. A. W. 

NOTB. — For full information regarding the proper use of Corps Relief Fund, 
Corps and Corps Relief Committees are referred to notes and decisions below. 
Chap. V, Art. X. Committee 1912. 

Sect. 13. The Executive Committee shall devise methods for 
obtaining funds, and aid in carrying into execution all such 
methods as are approved by the Corps. This Committee shall 
be prepared for special caDs, and present a written report to 
the Corps of all duties performed. All bills contracted by the 
Committee shall be audited by the chairman before presentation 
to the Corps for action. 
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Qy^tion. — Can special committees for special purposes be ap- 
pointed, or must all the work be planned and executed by the Exec- 
utive Committee? 

DBCISION. — special committees are often needed where money is being 
raised by entertainments or some special service. 

The President has not exhausted her authority in appointing all standing 
committees. She has the right to appoint all committees not otherwise provided 
for. 

References. — Journal, 1891, pp. Ill, 112, 264. M. S. McH. 

Question, — Who pays the bills contracted by the Executive 

Committee? 

DECISION. — The Treasurer pays the bills contracted by the Executive 
Committee after they have been audited by the chairman and approved by the 
President. It is often customary, with an understanding between Corps and 
committee, in managing entertainments, that the chairman pays the bills and 
turns over the balance to Treasurer, giving account for all moneys received 
and disbursed, with vouchers for the same. 

References.— Journal, 1905, pp. 134, 303, 304, 315. F. E. M. 

HOTS. — Unless otherivise ordered, all bills must be first presented to the 
Corps for approval. Committee 1906. 

Sect. 14. The Auditing Committee shall 'examine the books 
and accounts of the Treasurer and Secretary's order or stub book 
quarterly, affix their signatures thereto, if approved, and report 
in writing to the Corps; read Treasurer's quarterly report at the 
first regular meeting of each quarter, and perform such other 
duties as may be required of them by the Corps. A single 
member of the committee has not the right to audit the books, 
a majority is necessary. 

Question. — Who is responsible for the proper auditing of Corps 
and Department Treasurers' books? 
DECISION. — The Auditing Committee. 

References. — Journal, 1893, pp. 51, 192. M. R. W. 
NOTB. — Auditing Committee should consist of three members. 
References. — R. and R., 1883; Journal, 1894, pp. 47, 237. 
S. C. M. 

Question. — What books of the Corps Secretary are examined 
quarterly? 

DBCISION. -^ Her Ordsr or Stu)> Book only. 

References. — Journal, 1894, pp. 115, 325. S. C. M. 
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QtteOion, — Who calis meeting of Auditing Committee? 

DSCISION. — Aa National and Department Committees are called together 
by their respective Presidents the Corps President should call on the chairman 
of Auditing Committee to arrange time and place at the convenience of the 
Treasurer, whose privilege it is to be present when her accounts are audited. 

References. — Journal, 1905, pp. 134, 315, 316. E. R. W. 

Question. — Can a Corps President substitute a member or mem- 
bers on the Auditing Committee if the regularly appointed Com- 
mittee is not present at the time named to audit the books? 

ANSWER. — The President of Corps appoints an Auditing Committee of 
three members. Two members can audit the books. In case of inability to 
serve. President may appoint competent persons to audit the books for that 
quarter. The law says they shall be audited quarterly and the President is 
responsiUe for the carrying out of the law. 

Committee 1912. 



Sect. 15. The Home and Emplo3rment Committee shaU se- 
eare the admission of veterans' orphans to homes provided for 
them by city or State or m private families, find employment 
for those who are in need, and secure the admission of the sick 
and friendless widows, Army Nurses, and orphans to hospitals 
or other places of refuge. The chairman shall present a written 
report to the Corps monthly. 

NOTE. — This should be made one of the most effective of all the agencies 
the Corps employs. It should be the duty of this committee to ascertain if there 
are any soldiers' orphans within reach o^the Corps who are in destitute circum- 
stances and provide homes for them, or, if they have homes and work, to look 
alter them, and make them feel that in every member of this committee they 
have a friend on whom they can rely. This committee should stand in relation 
to such children as a mother would occupy in her watchful care over her own 
child, and no woman should accept a position on such a committee unless she 
is willing to give time, thought, and heart to the work. 

The securing emplojrment for widows and for old soldiers and their wives also 
devolves upon this committee. To look after Army Nurses and the sick, and 
provide for their accommodation, should be their care. 

It is their duty to make a written report once a month; but, in cases of need, 
Uiey can report at any time. 

Money may be voted from the General Fund to aid them in their wcurk, or 
from the Relief Fund to enable the Relief Committee to meet any pressing cases 
of need. A. W. 
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Sect. 16. The Conference Committee shall meet a like com- 
mittee from the Post to arrange for Memorial Day and confer 
concerning other matters of mutual interest, in order to 
strengthen the relations and perfect the work for which these 
organizations are mutually pledged. 



DECISIONS. — 1. That Corps, through the Conference committee, offer to 
co-operate with the Posts to which they are atkziliary. 

Reference. — Journal, 1886, p. 153. S. E. F. 

NOTE. — Conference Committee should refer to pages, 164, 100, for 
information regarding Memorial Day and its observance. 

/ Committee 1914. 

NOTE. — The Grand Army of the Republic has a long list of suspended 
members, — comrades who desire to maintain their connection with the Order, 
but are unable to pay their dues. Let each Corps, through its Conference 
Committee, tender to its Post an offering for the reinstatement of members in 
arrears. Let this be our freewill tribute to worthy heroes. 

References. — Journal, 1895, p. 357; Journal, 1899, p. 358. 
E. R. W. 



Sect. 17. The Corps Treasurer shall turn over to commit- 
tees such property and funds as the Corps by vote may direct. 
Such additional committees may be provided as Corps work 
may demand. 

Sect. 18. All supplies necessary for Corps and Department 
use are carried in stock by National Treasurer, unless otherwise 
provided, and miist be procured through Department Treas- 
urers from the National Treasurer. 

Sect. 19. The National Treasurer shall prepay express and 
freight charges on supplies sent Departments having less than 
fifteen hundred members on orders for not less than ten dollars' 
worth at any one time. 
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ARTICLE IX. 

DELEGATES. 

Each Corps shall, at the first regular meeting in December, 
annually elect from its members in good standing, delegates, 
and an equal number of alternates to the Department Conven- 
tion, in the manner prescribed in Chap. Ill, Art. II. 

Question. — Can a Senior Vice-President of a Corps be elected a 
dele^te to Department Convention? 

DECISION. — The Senior Vice-President, or any other member in good 
standing, can be elected a delegate or alternate to Department Convention. 

References. — Journal, 1887, reprinted edition, pp. 147, 253. 
E. D. K. 

NOTE. — In the absence of the Corps President she would serve as her 
alternate and lose vote as delegate. 

Question. — If a Corps President, in attendance at a Department 
Convention, is found to be entitled to a seat as a Department offi- 
cer, can the Senior Vice-President of the Corps represent the Corps? 
DECISION. — She cannot If the President of the Corps is in attendance at 
the Convention, she cannot be considered absent in order that the Senior or 
Junior Vice-President may represent the Corps. And it must be further under- 
stood that she can vote but once. 

References. — Journal, 1887, reprinted edition, pp. 148, 253. 
E. D. K. 

Question. — Does inability of a delegate to attend Convention 
constitute a vacancy? 

DECISION. — The inability of a delegate to be present at Convention does 
not constitute a vacancy, but an absence, which an alternate may fill. 

References. — Journal, 1887, reprinted edition, pp. 136, 253. 
E. D. K. 

Question. — At the last meeting of a Corps before the Depart- 
ment Convention a delegate resigned, and another was elected at 
that same meeting to fill the vacancy. At the Convention the vote 
of the delegate thus chosen was challenged, and the first alternate 
elected at the regular time being present demanded her seat, claim- 
ing that the delegate was not elected in the proper manner. 
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The Department President declared the alternate entitled to 
the seat, and her decision was sustained by the Convention. Was 
the decision of the Department President correct? When a 
delegate resigns, should not her place be filled first from the alter- 
nates? 

DECISION. — The decision of fhe Department President was correct. When 
a vacancy in a delegation is to be filled, it most be done at a meeting subsequent 
to the one at which the resignation takes place, notice of contemplated action 
having been given at a previous meeting. As this rule was not observed in the 
case in question, the delegate elected was illegally elected, and not entitled to 
her seat at Convention; but an alternate must take the place of the absent 
delegate. 

References. — Journal, 1894, pp. 112, 275, 325. S. C. M. Rules 
and Regulations, Chap. II, Art. VII, Sect. 5. 

Qvsstion, — When a Corps makes a mistake and elects too many 
delegates and alternates to Department Convention, how can the 
mistake be corrected? 

DECISION. — If there are tiiree delegates and three alternates elected, and 

the Corps is entitled to only two of each, the third delegate should be made the 

first alternate, and the last two alternates dropped. 

References. — Journal, 1894, pp. 116, 325. S. C. M. 

Question, — If the second Corps delegate to Department Con 
vention fails to attend, which alternate votes in her place? 

DECISION. — In the absence of either delegate, the first alternate present 
takes her place. An alternate does not represent a person, but a baeaucy ot 
absence in the delegation. 

References. — Journal, 1894, pp. 115, 275, 325. S. C. M. 

^wesiion. — The Senior Vice-President of a Corps is also a Depart- 
ment officer and a delegate from her Corps. If the President of 
the Corps is absent from Convention, can the Junior Vice take the 
place of the President if the Senior Vice-President is present at 
Convention? 

DECISION. — If the Senior Vice-President of a Corps is present at Conven- 
tion, and the President is absent, the Junior Vice-President cannot take the 
place of President. 

In the event of Senior Vice-President being a Department ofBcer and delegate 
from her Corps, she will respond to the roll-caU, and vote as a Department 
officer. She is entitled to but one vote, and in the case noted the Corps 
would lose two votes; namely, in the absence of the President, the Senior Vice, 
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being a Department officer, cannot vote in the place of the President; also the 
▼ote of the delegate, — as the Senior Vice is^the delegate and present at Con- 
▼ention, the alternate cannot take her place. 

It is only in the absence of both President and Senior Vice-President that the 
Junior Vice can represent the President, and only in the absence of a delegate 
that the alternate can take her place. The facts are plainly these : The Senior 
Vice-President of a Corps being present at ConTontion, even though she votes 
as a Department officer, cannot be counted absent to allow the Junior Vice- 
President a vote to represent the absent President. 

References. — Journal, 1894, pp. 108, 275, 325. S. C. M. 

Question. — Can a Corps elect a Past Department officer as a 
delegate to Department Convention? 

DBCISION. — Tes. Any member in good standing is eligible to any office; 
but, if the past officer elected be Past Department President, Secretary, or 
Treasurer, the Corps would lose one vote. 

References.— JouTDsA, 1897, pp. 127, 332, 333. A. H. 



ARTICLE X. 

BY-LAWS. 

Corps may adopt By-laws for their government, not incon- 
sistent with these Rules and Regulations, the Service Book, 
or Orders of the Department or National Conventions, and may 
provide for the alteration or amendment thereof. Corps By- 
laws must be submitted to Department Presidents for approval 
or correction before being adopted. 



' 
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CHAPTER III. 



DEPARTMENTS. 



ARTICLE I. 

ORGANIZATION OF DEPARTMENT. 

Section 1. A Department may be formed (where no De- 
partment organization exists) upon the apphcation of not less 
than five subordinate Corps of the Woman's Relief Corps, aux- 
iliary to the Grand Army of the Republic, such application to 
be accompanied in all cases by a charter fee of ten dollar?. 

DECISION. — That a law similar to that framed for the Departments of 
Temiessee, Louisiana and Mississippi (that white Corps in these Departments 
may become Detached Corps, reporting direct to National) be and is hereby 
enacted for the benefit of the Departments of Maryland and Kentucky. 

References, — Journal, 1901, pp. 51, 283, 284. M. L. C. 

Sect. 2. On receipt of such application the National Presi- 
dent shall, if satisfied that it is for the interest of the Woman's 
Relief Corps to form such Department, proceed, either in person 
or by detail, to organize the Department, superintend the elec- 
tion of its officers for the remainder of the current year and 
complete its organization. 

Sect. 3. Department Charters shall be signed by the Na- 
tional President, countersigned by the National Secretary, and 
shall bear date of organization. 

Case. — A Department charter disappeared at Convention time. 
If unable to recover it, what can be done? How can we find out 
what was on it? What names are on a Department charter? Can 
we have a duplicate and how? Is Convention work illegal if charter 
is not in room? 
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DECISION. — Charter being in room in no way a£Fect8 legality of Convention 
proceedings. A Department in good and regular standing is working under the 
authority of its charter, wherever it may be. 

First exhaust every possible pieans to recover it. Failing in this, a duplicate 
can be made as instructed where charter was mutilated. Early records, rosters, 
and Department Journals should furnish needed data; memoranda of or- 
ganization, with list of Corps, may be on file at National Headquarters. If the 
original Corps still exist, it is easily told, as the charters were issued by National 
Headquarters, were signed by National President and National Secretary, and 
bore a yellolv seal. 

All bearing red seals have been issued since a Department was formed, and, 
whatever the niunber, cannot have belonged to those on Department charter. 

Any and all names of charters and numbers must appear as originally. List 
of original names of Corps and their niunbers and date of organization must be 
sent to National Headquarters, charter engrossed, all data filled in, and then sent 
to Past National President and Past National Secretary who signed original, for 
their signatures. Are Past officers deceased, follow instructions for mutilated 
charter. 

All expense is borne by Department. 

jBe/erencea. — Joumal,'l911, pp. 156, 157, 342. B. C. H. 



Sect. 4. Each Department shall be governed by a Depart- 
ment Convention, subordinate to the National Convention. 

Sect. 5. The National Convention at its annual session, or 
the National President, with the consent of the National Coun- 
cil, may at any time revoke the charter of a Department which 
has failed to forward its reports for three successive quarters; 
or for general incompetency it may be remanded to a Provisional 
Department by the same authority. 
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ARTICLE II. 

MEMBERSHIP OF DEPARTMENT CONVENTION. 

Section 1. The Department Convention shall consist of: 

(I.) The National President, Past National Presidents, Past 

National Vice-Presidents, Past National Secretaries and Past 

National Treasurers, in their respective Departments, so long 

aa they remain in good standing in their respective Corps. 
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(2.) The Department President and all Past Department Pres- 
idents who have served a full term, or who, haviner been elected 
to fill a vacancy, shall have served to the end of the term, and 
Past Department Secretaries and Past Department Treasurers, 
80 long as they remain in good standing in their respective Corps; 
and the other officers mentioned in Art. IV, Sect. 2, of this 
chapter. 

* 

(3.) All Corps Presidents throughout the Department — in 
the absence of the Corps President the Vice-President accord- 
ing to seniority may represent the Corps — and all Past Corps 
Presidents who have served a full term, or who, having been 
elected to fill a vacancy, shall have served to the end of the term, 
so long as they remain in good standing in their respective 
Corps. 

(4.) Delegates regularly elected by the several Corps in such 
ratio as may have been determined by the previous Annual 
Convention, and one additional delegate for a final fraction of 
more than one-half of that number. 



DECISION. — That members transferrinc from one Department to another 
may retain their hofiors and have a vote in the Department in which they hold 
their membership. 

References. — Journal, 1897, pp. 199, -350. A. H. 



Sect. 2. The number of delegates to which each Corps is 
entitled shall be determined by the quarterly report of Septem- 
ber 30 preceding, each Corps being entitled to one delegate, 
whatever its membership. 

Sect. 3. Corps organized after September 30 and prior to 
January 1 will elect delegates in the same ratio as above. 

Sect. 4. Corps organized on and after January 1 will be 
represented by theu* President only (or Vice-President, accord- 
ing to seniority). 
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Sect. 5. These delegates, and an equal number of alternates, 
shall be chosen at the same time and in the same manner of 
electing Corps officers at the first regular meeting in December; 
and shall serve during the year, commencing on the first day of 
January following. Any vacancies that occur may be filled 
as provided in Chap. II, Art. VII, Sect. 5, and notice of such 
election must be immediately forwarded to the Department 
Secretary^ 

Sect. 6. The Installing Officer shall immediately after in- 
stallation forward to the Department Secretary* a list of newly 
elected officers, delegates, and alternates, as provided in Chap. 
V, Art. II, Sect. 1. 



ARTICLE III. 

MEETINGS. 

Section 1. There shall be an annual meeting of each De- 
partment Convention, at the same time and in the same town 
or city where the Department Encampment of the Grand Army 
of the Republic is held; provided that, if accommodations are 
inadequate for both. Convention shall be held at some contigu- 
ous point; provided further, that for good and sufficient reasons 
Department Convention may, imder special dispensation from 
the National President, be held at another time and place than 
those selected by the Grand Army of the Republic. A semi- 
annual meeting may be held if so determined at the annual 
meeting of the Department or by the Department Council. 

Sect. 2. Special meetings of the Department Convention 
may be called by the Department President, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Department Council, and no business 
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shall be transacted except that specified in the call. No altera- 
tions affecting the general interests of the Department shall be 
made at a special meeting. 

Sect. 3. Departments may establish District Conventions. 



ARTICLE IV. 

OFFICERS. 



Section 1. All members of the Woman's Relief Corps in 
good standing are eligible to any Corps, Department, or National 
office. 



n 



Case. — At- a Department Convention a resolution was offered 
that a Department President cannot be re-elected to a second 
term of office." The resolution was passed. Has a Department 
Convention a right to so legislate? 

DECISION. — Such legislation by a Department ConTention would be Toid, 
being a direct violation of our fundamental law. In Rules and Regulations in 
Article on ^^Officers" is found in each grade of work — Corps, Department, and 
National — the same law plainly laid down. The wording is exactly alike in 
all, and says, **A11 members of the Woman's Relief Corps in good standing are 
eligible to any Corps, Department, or National ofBce." 

The law admits of no misconstruction, and a member in good standing cannot 
be thus restricted. 

The choice of a President remains with the wisdom and judgment of the 
voting members in a Department. 

References. — Journal, 1898, pp. 142, 246. S. J. M. 

Question, — Can a woman who is Secretary of a Circle of the ''Ladies 
of the G.A.R." be appointed Department Secretary of the Woman's 
ReHef Corps? 

DBCISION. — The appointing power lies with the Department President. 
Chap, m. Art VI, first part of Sect. 1, Rules and Regulations. 

Question, — Is it for the interest and good of the Order that a 
woman hold office in both Orders, and is it wise to make such appoint- 
ment? 
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DECISION. — The wisdom of such appointment, in view of the fact that in 
both Orders the person promises to obey the laws of each, which are in some 
points in direct opposition, might be doubted, but "All members of the Woman's 
Relief Corps in good standing are eligible to any Corps, Department, or National 
office.** 

References. — Journal, 1909, pp. 146, 294. M. L. G. 

Sect. 2. The officers of each Department are a Presidenti 
Senior Vice-President, Junior Vice-President, Secretary, Treas- 
urer, Chaplain, Inspector, Counselor, Instituting and Installing 
Officer, Patriotic Instructor, Press Correspondent, and an Ex- 
ecutive Board of five members. These officers constitute the 
Department Council. The five members are elected by the 
Department Convention tis the Executive Board for the year, 
and the first elected shall be chairman. 

Question, — What Department officers are executive ones? 

ANSWER. — An Ezecutire is **one who carries laws into effect or secures 
their due performance." President, Secretary, Treasurer, Inspector, Patriotic 
Instructor and Press^Correspondent are Executive officers of a Department. 

Committee 191S. 

References. — Journal, 1887, reprinted edition, pp. 146, 147, 253. 
E. D. K. 



ARTICLE V. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 

Section 1. The Department Officers (except the Secretary, 
Inspector, Counselor, Instituting and Installing Officer, Patri- 
otic Instructor, and Press Correspondent, who are appointed by 
the Department President) shall be elected annually at the De- 
partment Convention by written or printed ballot, unless such 
ballot be dispensed with by unanimous consent. 

Question, — May a Department legislate to the effect that "The 
Department President-elect shall nominate the Department Treas- 
urer, which nomination shall be confirmed by election by the Depart- 
ment Convention"? Is such action legal? 
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DECISION. — No. The President-elect has the right to nomiiuite a candidate 
for the office of Treaiurer, and any other member of Convention has the same right 
to nominate a candidate for the office of Treasurer; and the Convention can 
elect any candidate whose name may be presented. This resolution is illegaL 
See Chap, n. Art. IV, Sect. 1, Rules and Regulations. 

References, ^ Journal, 1900, pp. 125, 312. H. J. B. ' 

Question. — Shall the Department Secretary and Treasurer be 
located near headquarters, and perform their work under the super- 
vision of the Department President ? 

DECISION. — The Department President has the authority to appoint her 
Secretary from wherever she deema it for the best interest of the Order. The 
Treasurer being an elected officer, the locality of the office would be decided by 
vote of Department Convention. 

References. — Journal, 1900, pp. 125, 312. H. J. B. 

Sect. 2. These officers shall enter upon their respective 
duties immediately after their installation, and hold office until 
their successors are installed. A Past National President or 
any National Officer may install officers in any Department so 
long as she remain in good standing in her Corps. 

Question. — Who shall install Department Officers elected, but 
not present, at Department Convention? 

ANSWER . — The Department President details an officer to do the work. 

A.W. 

Sect. 3. Vacancies occurring in Department elective offices 
(other than as provided for in Section 2, Article VI, of this 
chapter), either by death, written resignation, or otherwise, 
shall be filled by the Department Council, duly called and 
sitting within its own jurisdiction, or by written acquiescence 
in the recommendation of the Department President by two- 
thirds of the Council. 

Question (one). — If Department officer resigns directly after in- 
stallation, must said resignation be made in writing? 

DECISION. — A resignation need not necessarily be made in writing. 

Question (two). — If not made in writing, can Department 
Council fill vacancy? 
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DECISION. — Department Cottncil may fill ▼acancies. 
References. — Journal, 1887, reprinted edition, pp. 145, 253 
E. D. K. 

Question, — Can a Department furnish National Secretary with 
a supply list from which to fill delegation at Convention in case 
delegates and alternates are not present? 

DECISION. — No. All vacancies should be filled before leaving home, 

alternates must be regularly elected by Council for these vacancies, and names 

be forwarded to National Secretary. 

References. — Journal, 1899, pp. 59, 259, 274. F. J. M. 

Sect. 4. The list of Delegates as elected by Department 
Conventions shall be printed in Roll of National Convention 
without change. In case of the death or resignation of a Dele- 
gate, the names of Delegates shall not be changed, but all 
changes made in list of Alternates. In case of the death or 
resignation of Alternates, their names shall be dropped and the 
vacancies filled by Department Council, such names to be 
placed at bottom of list of Alternates in order of their election. 

NOTE. — For further information regarding Delegates and Alternates see pp. 
110, 111, 114. Committee 1914. 

ARTICLE VI. 

DUTIES OF OFFICERS. 

Section 1. The Department President, immediately upon 
assuming the duties of her office, shall appoint a Department 
Secretary, Inspector, Counselor, Instituting and Installing 
Officer, Patriotic Instructor and Press Correspondent. She 
shall, upon the nomination of the Department Inspector, appoint 
as many Assistant Inspectors as maybe required; also all Depart- 
ment officers and committees not otherwise provided for, and as 
many Aides as she may deem necessary. She shall enforce the 
Rules and Regulations of the Woman's Relief Corps and all 
Orders from proper authority; for this purpose she may issue 
such Orders as may be necessary, following same style and tjrpe 
as those issued from National Headquarters. She shall forward 
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immediately after Department Convention to the National 
Insjiector the name and full address of Department Inspector; 
also name and full address of Department Patriotic Instructor 
to the National Patriotic Instructor. 

She shall preside in Department Convention and Department 
Council, and decide all questions of law or usage, subject to an 
appeal to higher authority, and approve all orders for money 
properly drawn on the Department Treasurer, and hold as 
trustee for the Department all securities given by Department 
officers; promulgate through the proper channels a Department 
password and change the same at her discfetion; she shall 
present to Department Encampment, through Department 
Commander, a brief report of relief work done by her Department 
during the year; sign and forward all reports due National 
Headquarters, also the per capita tax; issue charters to all Corps 
regularly organized in her Department; attest, by her signature, 
the reports of Department Chaplain, Inspector, Instituting and 
Installing Officer, Patriotic Instructor and Press Correspondent, 
forward them to the respective National officers and perform 
such other duties as are incumbent upon the office. 

She shall issue no information in her General Orders regarding 
National Convention, except to name the place and time of 
meeting, until after National General Orders containing correct 
and complete information are received. 

Questum. — When a Department President leaves her office to be 
absent a month or six weeks, who should assume control of the ajffairs 
of the Department during her absence, and receive letters addressed 
to the Department President? Would it be necessary for Depart- 
ment President to announce the change to Corps in the Department? 

DECISION. — In tiie absence or disability of Department President the Vice- 
Presidents will fill her office in the order of their seniority. In such cases it is 
not necessary to make public announcement. The Department President may 
very properly direct her Secretary ta^receive and answer all letters and commu- 
nications addressed to her, but it is always understood that any decision of the 
Department Secretary is not official till approved by the Department President. 



91 CHAP. Ill — ART. VI. 

References. — Journal, 1886, reprinted edition, pp. 107, 108. 
S. E. F. 

Question. — Should the expenses of Department President be paid 

to National Convention from Department funds? 

DECISION. — The traveling expenses necessary to tiie discharge of duties 
of Department President should be paid by each Department. Attendance at 
National Convention is in her line of duty* and no vote of Department Convention 
is necessary, it being the prerogative of her office. 

References. — Journal, 1886, reprinted edition, p. 136, S. E. F.; 
Journal, 1889, reprinted edition, pp. 20, 183, C. R. C; Journal, 1900, 
pp. 125,312. H.J.B. 

DECISION. — Department Presidents must not approve by-laws which 
contain provisions for regular sick benefits or matters of a kindred nature. 

References. — Journal, 1887, reprinted edition, p. 286, E. D. K.; 
Journal, 1907, pp. 117, 334. C. R. S. 

Question. — Can a Department President on retiring from office 

retain as her own- an official order file, letter file, record file, or any 

other official property, even by paying the price of such books? 

DECISION. — She cannot. A Department President, when retiring from 
office, must turn over to her successor all Department property in her posses- 
sion — order ffie, official letter file and record books — belonging to the Depast- 
ment. All letters of an official nature that give information concerning the work 
of the Order should be carefully preserved, and turned over for future reference 
. in case of need. 

References. — Journal, 1888, reprinted edition, pp. 110, 164. 
E. S. ri. 

Question. — Can ajDepartment President ask a member not a 
delegate or alternate, to act as Assistant Secretary at Convention? 

DECISION. — Tes. Any member of the Order may assist the Secretary 
when properly detailed by the President. 

t 

References. — Journal, 1888, reprinted edition, pp. 105, 164. 
E. S. si. 

Question. — Is a member of the Woman's Relief Corps in good 
standing, but not a member of the Department Convention, eligible 
to appointment as Conductor for Convention? 

DECISION. — Tes. But, by virtue of this appointment, she is not made a 
voting member of the Convention, and should not wear the delegate's badge, 
but one designating the Conductor. 

References. — Journal, 1893, pp. 48, 169, 192. M. R. W. 
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Question. — If the Department Secretary cannot attend the Con- 
vention, and gives notice to that effect, has the Department President 
the power to appoint a Secretary, and can she vote in Convention? 
DECISION. — If the Department Secretary resigns, the President can appoint 
some one in her place, who must be regularly installed, and so announced in 
General or Special Orders, in which ease she would have a vote in Convention. 
In case the Secretary does not resign, but is absent, the President can appoint 
a Secretary pro tern* who would not, because of her services as Secretary, have 
a vote in Convention. 

References. — Journal, 1894, pp. 107, 309. S. C. M. 

NOTE. — Department Presidents will request each Corps President in a 
Department to have special care over all Army Nurses in her vicinity, caring for 
their needs of assistance while living, to be watchful and tender in sickness, 
in death respectful in accordance with their self-sacrificing lives, and report the 
same at once to Department President. 

By following the above directions there will be no cause of neglect on the pari 
of our Order, and all will receive due recognition and care. 
Reference. — Journal, 1892, p. 487. S. P. S. 

Question (one). — If a quarter expires a few days previouyto De- 
partment Convention, must it be reported by and accredited to 
the retiring President, or can she leave it out altogether, to be re- 
ported by her successor? 

DECISION. — It must be reported by the President retiring from office. 
Question (two). — Should a quarter expire while a Department 
Convention is in session, does the outgoing or incoming President 
report the quarter so ending? 

DECISION. — The outgoing President reports it. 
References. — Journal, 1897, pp. 133, 333. A. H. 
DECISION. — Each Department will take charge of the interests of the Army 
Nurses, and co-operate in bringing their claims into the United States Congress 
through the Congressmen of their several districts. 

References. — JoumsAj 1898, pp. 183, 308, 311. S. J. M. 
DECISION. — That as soon as printed, a copy of the National Journal be 
mailed direct from the publisher to each Corps President, Past Department 
Presidents, and other officers entitled to them, and that each Department 
President furnish the publisher with a correct list of the nai^es and addresses 
to whom they should be sent, the "burden of postage being assumed by the 
National.** 

References. — Journal, 1898, pp. 52, 300, 301, S. J. M.; Journal, 
1900, pp. 44, 275, 281. H. J. B. 

NOTE. — Department Presidents are referred to Special Circular Letter 
No. 1, Journal, 1911, p. 486, where full instructions to Department officers may 
be found. Committee 191S. 
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NOTB. — Attention of Department Presidents is called to the following 
recommendation of the Chaplain-in-Chief of the Grand Army of the Republic, 
which was approved by the Thirty-first National Encampment: 

"That the Assistant Adjutant-General of each Department request each 
year, of the President of each Department of the W(^man's Relief Corps, an offi- 
cial report to the Department Chaplain, Grand Army of the Republic, covering 
the following items: 

*<Fir8t. Number of Woman's Relief Corps participating with Posts in Memo- 
rial Sabbath services. 

"Second. Number of members of the Woman's Relief Corps attending such 
services.** 

Department Presidents will see that this request is complied with as soon 
after Memorial Day as reports can be received and consolidated. 

Reference. — Journal, 1898, p. 377. S. J. M. 

DECISION. — In transmitting the cipher of password, it must be enclosed 
in a sealed envelope. 

References. — Journal, 1899, p. 357. F. J. M. 

DECISION. — That, in order to save frequent express charges, newly elected 
Department Presidents shall instruct their Department Treasurers to order all 
free blanks required for the current year to be sent with their first order for 
supplies from the National Treasurer. 

References. — Journal, 1900, pp. 42, 277. H. J. B. 

NOTE. — Department Presidents are reminded that Department Aides, as 
well as appointed officers, are entitled to commissions. These, also red seals, 
may be obtained through Department Treasurers from National Treasurer. 

Reference. — Journal, 1900, p. 355. H. J. B. 

DECISION. — That Department Presidents send a roster of their Depart- 
ment to National Secretary immediately after Convention for reference. 

DECISION. — That the Roll of Convention shall contain the name and last- 
known address of each Past Department President, together with the year of 
her service, and that the names be arranged in successive order, beginning with 
the first elected President. 

References. — Journal, 1901, pp. 58, 282. M. L. C. 

DECISION. — Department Presidents will notify National Headquarters of 
the date appointed for Department Convention, in order that National Secretary 
may forward election returns at least thirty days prior to Convention. 

References. — Journal, 1902, Greneral Orders, p. 418. C. R. J. 

DECISION. — That some character be placed before the names of Past 
Department Presidents not now members of the Order to distinguish them from 
those in good standing. 

References. — Journal, 1903, pp. 259, 388, 395, 397. L. J. T. 

NOTE. — Character selected, §. 
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DECISION. — Department Presidents are instructed to see that THREE 
copies each of all General Orders from National Hoadquarters be sent each 
Corps President in their respective Departments Ivithout delay. One copy of each 
General Orders is intended for Corps Presidents, Treasurers, and Secretaries. 

Reference. — Journal, 1903, p. 466. L. J. T. 

Question. — Is it the duty of the Department President to arrange 
for the meeting of the Auditing Committee, and then have Treasurer 
go to them to have her books audited? 

DECISION. — If necessary. Rules and Regulations require the Auditing 
Committee to audit the books and accounts of the Treasurer quarterly, and the 
Department President should require the work properly done; but the time and 
place would depend upon circumstances, namely: If there are permanent 
Department Headquarters, it would be right to order the work done there; but, 
if Department Treasurer resides in another town or city, arrangements should 
be made that will save all possible expense, and where it would be most con- 
venient for Auditing Committee and Department Treasurer. 
References. — Journal, 1897, pp. 131, 133. A. H. 

NOTE. — ^It should be remembered that the Department Treasurer's books 
are not easily carried about. Committee 1906. 

Case. — Seven candidates were balloted upon the same date; 
five on transfers were rejected, two on new applications elected. The 
Department President set aside the ballot, ordered transfer cards 
returned, declared null and void all proceedings regarding the same. 
Corps appealed on the following grounds: 

First. — That the subject matter in controversy is one in which 
Department President has no jurisdiction and her action one without 
warrant of law. 

Second. — That no provision is made in our laws whereby the 
ballot on a rejected candidate can be set aside. 

Third. — That the Department President exceeded her authority. 

DECISION. — In reply to First objection, it is not shown that the * 'subject 
matter" had ever been reviewed by a previous administration. Therefore, 

The Department President was entirely within her jurisdiction, and is sup- 
ported in law by case to be found in Grand Army Blue Book, which says: "A 
Department Commander has full power and authority to annul illegal elections 
or reverse the proceedings of a Post, when the proceedings to be annulled 
are illegal or tainted with fraud." 

Second. That no provision of any character is made whereby the ballot of a 
rejected candidate can be set aside is disproved on page 88, Red Book, 1906, 
where rejected candidates' were declared elected and initiated and the De- 
partment President decided the election illegal and the candidate "although 
initiated" not a member of the Order, which not only set the ballot aside, as 
declared by Corps President, but the initiation ceremony as well. 
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Third' That tiie Department President exceeded her authority is the most 
important point. Red Book, page 31, afSrms the power of a Department President 
over her membership, using the term *The Guardian of the interests of her 
Department." 

Rules and Regulations provide that a Corps may petition a Department Presi- 
dent to set aside a ballot and annul an election, which certainly proves that a 
Department President has such power by virtue of her office and the right to use 
it if she so desires. 

The action of the Department President should be sustained. 
References. — Journal, 1907, pp. 190, 191, 369. C. R. S. 

Case. — Charges were preferred against a Corps President and 
she was suspended for one year. Senior Vice-President, assuming the 
presidency, took the supplies to her house, saying Corps could not 
afford to hire hall. 

On notice from Department President that she would meet with 
Corps, the Senior Vice-President packed up supplies, sent them by 
express to Department President; turned over all funds to the Post 
and wrote the Department President there was no need of her coming. 
It was ascertained that twenty members desired to hold the charter, 
from a membership of thirty-two. 

Question. — Has the Department President the right to suspend 

Senior Vice-President for "disorderly conduct"? 

DECISION. — The Department President cannot suspend the Senior Vice- 
President without first preferring charges for "disobedience of Rules and Regu- 
lations and lawful orders," and "conduct prejudicial to good order and disci- 
pline.** 

References. — Journal, 1907, pp. 188, 369. C. R. S. 
Question. — Can a Department President grant a dispensation 
for a Corps tochange date of a regular meeting? 

DECISION. — No. The time of regular meetings is fixed by by-law or 
majority vote of Corps, and Department President has no authority to change 
or set aside the will of the majority of Corps. 

References. — Journal, 1908, pp. 138, 286. K. E. J. 

Question. — Can a Department or National President grant 
a dispensation to initiate at the same meeting that Investigating 
Committee is appointed? 

ANSWER. — No. The law authorizing Department and National Presidents 
to issue dispensation pe^oiitting investigation of an applicant at the same meeting 
in which Investigating Committee is appointed, was repealed by the Twentieth 
National Convention. 

No President, either Corps, Department or National, has authority to set 
aside a National law, except as provided in Rules and Regulations. 

Committee 191S. 
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Questwn. — Are all official communications received by a Depart- 
ment President, pertaining to particular cases that have been sub- 
mitted by her to the National President for her opinion, Department 
property, and do they revert with office? 
DECISION.— Yes. 

References. — Journal, 1910, pp. 158, 365. J. I. B. 

DECISION. — Department Presidents are urged to see that the reports from 
their officers harmonize before they are forwarded to National Officers. 

Reference. — Journal, 1911, p. 438. B. C. H. 

Question. — May a member in good standing in the Order but not 

privileged to vote in Department Convention be appointed to serve 

on Department Credential Committee? 

DECISION. — Tes. Such member may serve on Credential Committee in 
a clerical capacity, under the Chairman, the Department Secretary. 

References. — Journal, 1912, pp. 147, 261. C. M. D. 

Sect. 2. The Department Vice-Presidents shall assist 
the President, by counsel or otherwise, and in her absence or 
disability shall fill her office according to seniority. 

In the event of a vacancy in the office of Department Pres- 
ident, the Department Senior Vice-President shall at once suc- 
ceed to the title and duties of that office, and the Department 
Junior Vice-President shall succeed to the title and duties of the 
Senior Vice-President. A vacancy in the office of Department 
Junior Vice-President shall be filled by the Department Council 
as provided in Chapter III, Article V, Section 3. 

Sect. 3. The Department Secretary shall conduct the official 
correspondence and forward all orders under the direction of 
the Department President; forward the required number of 
credential cards to each Corps President at least thirty days 
previous to Department Convention; correctly fill out the list 
of Past Department Presidents on Election Return Blanks, 
Form M, before Department Convention; keep correct records 
of the proceedings of Department Convention and Department 
Council; prepare the minutes of the Convention and reports 
of officers for publication, under direction of the retiring Presi- 
dent; draw all orders for money upon the Department Treasurer 
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approved by the Department President; prepare all reports 
and returns to National Headquarters and transmit the same, 
through the Department President, to the National Secretary. 

She shall forward to Corps Presidents, quarterly, ^hree copies 
of Corps Secretary's Blank Form A, and three copies of Corps 
Treasurer's Blank Form D, Corps Relief Reports Form N, and 
with first quarterly report blanks. Memorial Day Blanks Form 
J, and at least ten days prior to Corps Elections, Corps Election 
Returns Form L and Corps Treasurer's Bonds; also forward to 
Assistant Instituting and Installing Officers Blank Form G to 
the officer designated to institute a Corps 'in her Department. 

She shall notify the National Secretary of the death of all army 
nurses, that their names may be enrolled on the pages of National 
Journals; forward name and residence of Department Chaplain 
to National Chaplain immediately after Department Conven- 
tion; forward all General Orders to permanent representatives 
of National Convention in her Department and to each National 
Officer, and coimtersign all charters issued by the President. 

She shall keep an Order Book, a General Order File and Letter 
File, file all Orders, reports and official correspondence and 
furnish list of all persons in the Department entitled to receive 
a copy of Journal of Proceedings of National Convention, perform 
such other duties and keep such other records in connection 
with her office as may be required of her by the Department 
President or the Department Convention, and receive as com- 
pensation for her services such sum as the Department Con- 
vention may determine. 

DECISION. — ^[Deiiartment Secretaries should use creat care in filling out 
diarters, election returns, or quarterly reports to use the full personal name 
(not simply initials) of every officer and member. 

References. — Journal, 1886, reprinted edition, p. 173, S. E. F. 

Journal, 1904, p. 306. S. D. W. 

Question, — Can the Department Secretary be appointed Depart- 
ment Treasurer pro tern., and perform the duties of both offices for 
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the lanaindflr of the oflicial year, it beiiis but a few months, the 
TfeMoier hftvins leaignedT 
]l!BCI8K>]l. — M«. 

Befereneeg, — Joamal, 18S9, rqirmted edidoo, pp. 19, 183. 

V/« Iv* V/* 
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fMTcdto — aadfnMB — ^. 

R^ermees. — Jounm], 1900, pp. 64, 239, 259. H. J. B. 

Case. — A Department President and Secretary do not agree 
on the Minutes of the Department Convention, which were 
approved and ordeied published. To still further complicate 
matters, the Counselor of the present administration is the Past 
Department President who is in the controversy with her Secretary. 
Can ahe act as Counselor when she is one of the parties interested? 

DSdSIOll. — The Pftst Department Pleeideiit can act aa Counselor ao lone 
M ahe renudas in good staadanf in bar Corpa and no charges are preferred 
against her. 

Quedion (two). — Has the present administration any jurisdiction 
over the difference of opinion of the last administration 7 
DBCISIOH. — If one whaterer. 

Qtte$lmi (three). — Has the Department Secretary a legal right 
to prepare the Journal matter and turn it over to the printer 
without first submitting it to the Department President for her 
approval 7 

DBCISION. — No. The Department Secretary **preparea the Ifinutee of 
CoftTf ntion under the direction of the retiriiig President." 

QvsMlion (four). — Has the Department Secretary a legal right 
to change or allow a change to be made in officers' reports after 
they have been presented and accepted by Convention? If so, 
can she do this without the knowledge of the Department President? 

DECISION. — The minutes of Convention approved by that body must not 
be changed by Deiiartment Secretary either with or without the consent of the 
Department President. 

Qiiedian (five). — Is it legal for Department Secretary to add 
to Journal sections of matter neglected through an oversight by 
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both President and Ck>nvention7 If so, can she do this without 
consulting with Department President? 

DECISION. — It is the duty of the Department Secretftiy to *' keep correct 
records of Conventioii/* and make only such changes as are ordered by Con- 
vention. The minutes of Department Convention, once approved by tliat body* 
cannot be changed by the Department Secretary. 

Queaiion (six). — Are there any laws by which a Department 

President can be compelled to order Journals printed when the 

Journal matter is not now the same as it was when acted upon by 

Convention? 

DECISION. — There is no law concerning this case, therefore the action of 
Convention must be final. 

Question (seven) — Has the present Department President any 

authority over the Journal matter of last year? 

DECISION. — None whatever, unless it is referred to her by the Department 
Convention. Each administration is responsible for its, own Convention pro- 
ceedings. 

Question (eight). — Has the Department Council any authority 
to act upon this matter? 

DECISION. — Not unless the Department Convention referred it to the in- 
coming CounciL 

Question (nine). — Is there any way by which the Department 
Secretary can be compelled to correct the inaccurate part of the 
Jjumal matter? 

DECISION. — None, save by vote of Convention, and her obligation. 

References. — Journal, 1906, pp. 153, 310. A. A. A. 



Sect. 4. The Department Treasurer shall hold the funds, 
vouchers and other property of the Department, fill all orders 
for supplies made on regular requisition blanks, receive all 
moneys due the Department, giving her receipt therefor, pay 
all orders properly drawn by the Department Secretary and 
approved by the Department President, and disburse no moneys 
except upon regularly drawn orders. She shall forward 
promptly to National Treasurer all contributions held by Na- 
tional Treasurer, as required by Art. XIX, Chap. V. She 
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shall order supplies from the National Treasurer on regular 
requisition blanks, forward through Department President all 
reports and dues required by Rules and Regulations, furnish to 
Corps a quarterly statement of their indebtedness and a duplicate 
statement to the Department President, and upon retiring from 
office furnish her successor a list of supphes on hand, also one 
of such supplies as will be needed at once, and give an Indem- 
nity Bond, to be procured of a Surety Company, in a sum to 
be named by the Department Convention, the expense of 
same to be paid by Department, and approved by the De- 
partment President, for the faithful discharge of her duties, 
and receive as compensation for her services such sum as the 
Department Convention may determine. 



DECISION. — ThAt names and addresses of DeiMrtment Treasurers be 
printed on all stationery used in Departments. 

Referemfea. — Journal, 1887, reprinted edition, pp. 67, 248. E. D. K. 

DECISION. — That, as far as possible, orders for supplies shall be sent on the 
first and fifteenth of the month instead of intervening dates; and that all orders, 
though they be but for one item, be forwarded on regular requisition blanks. 

References. — Journal, 1894, pp. 87, 249. S. C. M. 

Qtiestian.-^ Who shall hold the Rituals contained in Depart- 
ment supplies? 

DECISION, -r The Department Treasurer shall hold all Department property 
and fill all orders for the same — drawn on a proper requisition — in accordance 
with Sect. 4, Art. VI, Chap. HE, Rules and Regulations. 

Qtiestion, — Does the Treasurer fill all orders for Rituals the same 
as other supplies? 

DECISION. — At no time or to any Corps should Rituals be issued without 
written endorsement from the Department President. 

References. — Journal, 1897, pp. 126, 332, 333. A. H. 



Sect. 6. The Department Chaplain upon assuming the 
duties of her office, shall immediately notify the National Chap- 
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lain of her election and full post-office address, and through 
Department General Orders announce the same information 
to all Corps Presidents in her Department. 

Department Chaplains retiring from office before May 30 
shall immediately turn over to their successors all blanks in their 
possession. 

The Department Chaplain in office May 30 shall tabulate 
Memorial Day reports, Form J (received from Corps Chaplains), 
on Form K for the information of the Department President, 
and forward to the National Chaplain, through Department 
President, not later than June 20, a consolidated report on Form 
KK, together with a personal letter, giving all items of special 
interest. 

A Department Chaplain retiring from office after May 30 of 
the same year shall sign her report as Retiring Department Chap- 
lain. She shall notify National Chaplain of date of Department 
Convention, and perform such other duties in connection with 
her office as the Department President or the Department Con- 
vention may require of her. 

DECISION. — That every Department Chaplain shall write a personal letter 
to the National Chaplain, notifying her in regard to time of a Department Con- 
vention, and so avoid confusion in sending Memorial Day Blanks. 

References. — Journal, 1899, pp. 110, 291, 292. F. J. M. 

NOTES. — Some reminders of recommendations adopted by previous National 
Conventions and some suggestions to future Department Chaplains, which, if 
followed, will assist greatly the National Chaplain and add to the neatness 
and business-like appearance of reports: 

First. See that the Department Secretary sends to the National Chaplain 
your name and address. Tour work begins very soon after Memorial Day. 
Use every means in your power to compel Corps Chaplains to forward their 
reports, that the report of the National Chaplain be not delayed. 

Second. Place on your blank in numerical order the names and number of 
all the Corps in your Department. As Corps reports come in, fill the spaces 
properly belonging to them. Corps failing to report should have spaces left 
blank. Then but a glance is necessary to show the delinquent Corps. 

Third. Foot up each column, set the amount below, then carry forward to 
next page. 

Fourth. After consolidation make a summary. Thus the year's work in your 
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DepATtment is given in a nutshell, a businesa-like appearance is given to your 
report, and time saved the National Chaplain. 

Fifth. Do not fail to have your report approved by your Department President 
by having her signature attached. Then add your own. Many reports come 
without either, which necessitates looking through a large mass of correspondence 
or General Orders for what would take you but a few seconds to supply. 

Sixth. Provide yourself with a roster before beginning your work. Without 
it your report cannot be complete and satisfactory. 

References. — Journal, 1901, pp. 123, 314. M. L. C. 

Sect. 6. The Department Inspector shall perform such 
duties as are prescribed in Chap. V, Art. V, under direction 
of the Department President. 

decision. — Department Inspectors must notify Naticmal Inspector im- 
mediately upon receiving blanks. 

References. — Journal, 1903, p. 146, L. J. T.; Journal, 1904, p. 108, 
S. D. W. 

NOTES.— 

TO DEPARTMENT INSPECTORS. 

1. Uniformity in our work depends largely upon the thoroughness of Depart- 
ment Inspection, for only by attention to details do we gain beauty and effective- 
ness in our ritualistic work, while it is of great importance that the business be 
conducted in a systematic and methodical manner. The following instructions 
are therefore issued to assist Department inspectors in performing their duties: 

2. The Annual Inspection ot each Corps in the several Departments will be 
held, as usual, during the months of September, October, and November. 
Corps exemplifying the work at District Conventions shall have no other inspec- 
tion for the current year. 

Arrange appointments with reasonable care for Corps, but take ample time 
to perform the work properly. 

5. Assistant Inspectors should be appointed at an early date, urged to famil- 
iarize themselves with the Ritual, Rules of the Order and Service Book, and be 
prepared to give necessary Instruction. 

4. Particular attention should be paid to the books of the Secretary and 
Treasurer, and a uniform method of book-keeping adopted. Ascertain if the 
books have been carefully audited by a competent committee each quarter, also 
insist that every Corps establish a Relief Fund. 

Reference. — Journal, 1902, p. 149. C. R. J. 

6. Carefully compare the books of the Secretary and Treasurer. See that 
they agree and that all orders and receipts are properly drawn. 

7. Special attention should be given to amount in Relief Fund, also amount 
expended for relief. 

Reference. — Joumalj 1895, p. 106. E. R. W. 

8. If you have not already done so, make yourself familiar with the laws 
governing the Woman's Relief Corps. 
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9. A copy of Form O should bo sent each Corps President when the date of 
inspection is decided. Assistant Inspectors should be provided with sufficient 
blanks to meet all emergencies. Encourage them to give in detail the conditions 
as they find them, as well as attention to filling out each line and securing correct 
answers to each question. ' 

10. Teach Corps officers how to use instructions found in the Rituals and upon 
aU blanks, and how to make Rules and Regulations a constant book of reference; 
and, when it seems necessary, gently, but firmly, remind all members, particu- 
larly officers, of their obligation to uphold the principles of 4 the Order to which 
all are pledged and to perform all the duties of the office which she has assumed. 

11. Allow sufficient time with each Corps to make a thoroughly satisfactory in- 
spection of the records as well as of the Corps-room woiic. The social hour, while 
helpful and enjoyable, should be considered a side issue, not the main feature. 
Strive to have Corps understand this some weeks before the Inspector's visits. 

References. — Journal, 1904, pp. 120, 254. S. D. W. 
NOTE. — Full information as to aU work pertaining to Inspection may be 
found under Chapter V, Art. V. Conmiittee 1911. 

Sect. 7. The Department Counselor shall familiarize herself 
with the Rules and Regulations, the official decisions of the 
Woman's Relief Corps, and be prepared to aid the Department 
President and Department Council, when called upon to do so, 
and perform such other duties as may be required of her by the 
Department President. 

Question, — What are the duties of Department and National 
Counselors? Should they answer questions sent them by Corps 
or Corps members? 

DECISION. — Department and National Counselors are the legal advisers 
of the Department and National President They should study the law of the 
Order and the various decisions of National Conventions, and be prepared to 
become competent legal advisers. 

In no case do Corps or Corps members send questions to Department or 
National Counselors, but to their respective Department Presidents, If the 
Department President, assisted by her Counselor, is unable to anskfer the question, 
she sends it to the National President, who, assisted by her Counselor, answers 
all questions so sent. 

References. — Journal, 1891, pp. 114, 264, 268. M. S. McH. 

Case. — A Past Corps President asks the Department President 
for an official decision through the proper channel. Department 
President refers the question to Department Counselor, who replies 
to the Corps President. The Counselor also writes a personal 
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letter to the Past President making the appeal, and orders it 
read to the Corps, which is done by the Corps President. 

1. Has a Department Counselor a right to communicate orders 
direct to the Corps? 

2. Has a Department Counselor the right to order a personal 
letter read in Corps meeting and made a part of official proceedings? 

3. Should such personal letter be filed among the official papers 
of the Corps, or is it the property of the person to whom it is ad- 
dressed? 

DECISION. — A Department Counselor has no right or authority to communi- 
cate orders direct or otherwise. A Counselor, Department or National, is simply 
a legal adyiser — and to the President only, — to whom a President may or 
may not refer questions that come to her for explanation or decision. A Presi- 
dent, in referring a question to her Counselor, only asks said Counselor's opinion 
of the law as it affects the question submitted, and asks it for her olvn possible 
benefit in rendering a decision. Such opinion may or may not, in her judgment, 
be correct i and it is her privilege to accept or reject it. It remains for the Presi- 
dent, and the President only, to decide all questions, and forward her decisions 
officially, — that is, through the official channels as laid down in Rules and 
Regulations, and oter her official signature. 

1. The action taken was wholly unofficial and not within the province of 
Department Counselor. 1. The papers should be withdrawn and returned, 
through the Department President, to the writer. 3. Such action should be 
clearly stated in the records of the Corps returning them. 

References. — Journal, 1892, pp. 144, 145, 305. S. P. S. 



Sect. 8. The Department Instituting and Installing Officer 
shall fit herself to properly organize and instruct Corps and 
install officers, when so directed by the Department President. 
She shall make a report annually, on Form H, for the informa- 
tion of the Department President, affix her postoffice address 
thereto, and transmit a copy of the same to the National In- 
stituting and Installing Officer through the Department Presi- 
dent not later than July 10, and perform such other duties as 
may be assigned her. If no Corps have been instituted during 
the year ending June 30, she shall so notify the National In- 
stituting and Installing Officer not later than July 10. 

She shall, before retiring from office, report the number of 
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Corps instituted by her since June 30 of preceding year, and 
furnish her successor a copy of the same for her information. 

Question, — Does the Instituting and Installing Officer need . a 
special order to institute a Corps? 

DECISION. — She must receive orders and instructions direct from the 
Department President, by whose authority all such details are made. 

NOTE. — Many Department Instituting and Installing Officers do not realize 
fully the duties belonging to their office. A vast amount of missionary work 
might be done among Posts that have no Corps. It is the duty of these officers 
to explain to them the benefits to be derived by having an auxiliary, and to urge 
upon them the necessity of organizing a Woman's Relief Corps; in short, to be 
an organizer as well as an Instituting and Installing Officer. \ 

Reference. — Journal, 1897, p. 140. A. H. 



Sect. 9. The Department Patriotic Instructor shall direct 
and supervise the work of patriotic education and humane 
teaching, and with approval of the Department President shall 
furnish to the Corps Patriotic Instructors flag salutes, programs 
and such printed matter as may be furnished by the National 
Patriotic Instructor. 

She shall forward two copies of Form V to each Corps Patriotic 
Instructor sixty days before the Annual Department Conven- 
tion, and shall tabulate the reports of the Corps for her official 
year (Convention to Convention), as shown by Form V on 
Form W, for the information of the Department President of 
that year, and shall forward to the National Patriotic Instructor, 
through the Department President, a consolidated report on 
FormVW. 

She shall send to the National Patriotic In^ructor a digest 
or copy of her report to Department Convention. 

DECISIONS. — By decisions of National Conventions the following Special 
Days shall be appropriately observed by the Woman's Relief Corps: 

The birthday of William McKinley, January 29. 

References. — Journal, 1902, pp. 62, 324. C. R. J. 
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The birthday of Ahrabam Lhicola, February IS. 
References. — Journal, 1899, pp. 212, 299, 304. F. J. M. 

Birthday of George Washingtoii,[Febniary S2. 
Peace and Arbitration Day, May 18. 

References. — Journal, 1903, pp. 374, 426. L. J. T. 

Memorial Sunday (the Sunday preceding Memorial Day). 

Reference. — Journal, 1909, p. 170. M. L. G. 
Memorial Day, May 80. 

Reference. — Journal, 1909, p. 170. M. L. G. 

Flag Day, June 14. 
References. — Journal, 1901, pp. 52, 311. M. L. C. 

"Grand Army Day" (date optional with Departments. To be observed with 
patriotic exercises). 

References. — Journal, 1900, pp. 141, 265, 270. H. J. B. 

A day commemorating the institution of the Woman's Relief Corps as auxiliary 
to the Grand Army of the Republic. (Date optional with Departments.) 
References. — JoMmal, 1900, pp. 141, 265, 270. H. J. B. 

**Citizens' Sunday," on the first Sunday in October. 
References. — Journal, 1902, pp. 173, 337. C. R. J. 

DECISION. — That Department Patriotic Instructors, through a circular 
letter approved by the Department President, prepare exercises commemorative 
•f the admission of the State into the Union. 

References. — Journal, 1898, pp. 163, 293, 299. S. J. M. 

DECISION. — By decisions of National Convention, the plan of preparing a 
program along patriotic lines for every month has been adopted; Patriotic 
Contests as a means of promoting patriotism have been endorsed; and Depart- 
ment Instructors are requested to confer with State Superintendents as to 
methods of teaching patriotism in outlying districts. 

References. — Journal, 1898, pp. 163, 299. S. J. M. 

DECISIONS. — National, Department and Corps Patriotic Instructors shall 
add to the work for Patriotic Education, the work of Humane Teaching and of 
Peace and Arbitration. 

References. — Journal, 1901, pp. 51, 319, M. L. C.; Journal, 1903, 
pp. 374, 426, L. J. T.; Journal, 1904, pp. 53, 219. S. D. W. 

DECISIONS. — Patriotic suppties, including Patriotic Primers, Oleographs of 
the Stars and Stripes* Charts of Declaration of Independence and booklets of 
Patriotic Selections for use on anniversaries, are furnished Corps at cost. 

References. — Journal, 1903, pp. 161, 372. L. J. T. 
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To save expense, oleographs are issued in map form, ready for presentation to 
schools. 

References. — Journal, 1905, pp. 193, 335, 336. F. E. M. 

Gold badge pins, of pure gold and best enamel, to be used as prizes in patriotic 
contests, are kept in stock by National Treasurer. 

References. — Journal, 1905, pp. 139, 250. F. E. M. 

Free literature on Humane Teaching and instructions as to organization of 
Bands of Mercy may be received on application to Mr. Guy Richardson, 46 Milk 
St., Boston, Mass. 

DECISION. — Department Patriotic Instructors^ shall exchange circular 
letters. 

Reference. — Journal, 1901, p. 162. M. L. C. 

DECISION. — Departments shall, if possible, furnish Oleographs and Patri- 
otic Primers for the Department Patriotic Instructor to distribute to County 
Superintendents at the State Teachers' Associations. 

References. — Journal, 1902, pp. 171, 336. C. R. J. 

DECISION. — That each Department be permitted to determine what city 
shall receive the High School flag presented by Department at time oi Depart- 
ment Convention. 

Reference. — Journal, 1911, p. 339. B. C. H. 



Sect. 10. The Department Press Correspondent shall direct 
and supervise the work of Corps Press Correspondents and shall 
forward Form X to them early in April. She shall, immediately 
after her appointment, forward to the National Press Corre- 
spondent the full list of Department officers and copies of any 
measures of special importance which were passed by Con- 
vention. She shall prepare a summary of reports received from 
Corps Press Correspondents and add thereto such items of 
interest as will best acquaint the public with the social and 
practical work of the Woman's Relief Corps and procure its 
publication in the representative newspapers of her Department. 
She shall forward promptly to the National Press Correspondent 
special items of interest for her information. 

The Department Press Correspondent in office June 1 shall 
tabulate Form X on Form XX for the information of the Depart- 
ment President and forward through her, to the National Press 



CHAP, in — AKT. VI. 108 

Correspondent, a consolidated report on Form XXX, not later 
than July 1. 

A Department Press Correspondent retiring from office after 
June 1 of the same year shall sign her report as Retiring Depart- 
ment Press Correspondent. 



Sect. 11. The Department Council shall meet prior to, and 
immediately following, the Department Convention, and at 
such other times and places as the Department President may 
order, or at the written request of five members; and five mem- 
bers shall constitute a quorum^ They shall keep a full and de- 
tailed record of their proceedings, and submit the same through 
the Department Secretary as their report to the Department 
Convention for its consideration. Unless legalized by that 
body, they have no force or standing in law. 

Question, — When a Department President calls a meeting of 

the Council, can a member object to the meeting being held at the 

Department President's house? 

DECISION. — The Department President may call a meeting of the Council 
at such time and place as in her judgment seems best. One member objecting 
to time and place of meeting need not affect the meeting. 

Reference. — Journal, 1886, reprinted edition, p. 108. S. E. F. 

Question. — Can a Council meeting consisting of President, Senior 
Vice- E^esident, Inspector, Instituting and Installing Officer, and four 
members of the Executive Board be considered legal, and must 
absent members send written reports? 

DECISION. — Any business transacted with a quorum of Department Council 
present would be legal. No report is necessary from absent members unless 
requested by Department President. 

References. — Journal, 1887, reprinted edition, pp. 145, 146, 253. 
E. D. K. 

Question, — Is a Past Department President, by virtue of having 
been Department President, a member of Department Council? 
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DECISION. — No. A Past Department President is not a member of Depart- 
ment Council by virtue of haidng been Department President, and to become a 
member of Council would have to be a Department officer. 

References. — Journal, 1887, reprinted edition, pp. 152, 253. 

E. D. K. 

Question. — Can the minutes of a Department Convention, 
approved by the Department Convention, be changed by the Council 
of next administration? 

DECISION. — No. Records of a meeting cannot be changed after being 

approved by .Corps or Convention, excepting to correct errors in composition. 

References. — Journal, 1908, pp. 137, 286. K. E. J. 

Sect. 12. The Executive Board shall hold its meetings at 
such time and place as the Department President may order, 
or at the written request of three members, and shall counsel 
with the Department President in matters affecting the welfare 
of the Department, and report to the Department Council at 
the meeting held prior to the opening of Department Conven- 
tion. They shall select from their number an Auditing Com- 
mittee, who shall audit the accounts of the Treasurer quarterly, 
and report at such times as the Board may direct. 

Sect. 13. The Aides appointed by Department President 
shall aid and assist that officer as she may require. They shall 
thoroughly inform themselves as to the Rules and Regulations 
and Ritual of the Woman's Relief Corps. They shall visit, 
without expense to the Order, as many Corps as possible, en- 
courage and consult with Corps officers without assuming to 
decide questions of law or methods of Ritual work. 

They shall make inquiry in regard to proper points for the 
formation of new Corps; aid in allaying dissensions and adjusting 
differences in-Corps, only after consultation and agreement with 
Corps Presidents;^ consult with Corps officers in their vicinity 
in regard to methods of obtaining new members and reinstating 
suspended ones, and at least once during each quarter address a 
letter to the Department Senior Aide, stating in detail all work 
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done, and giving such information as may be deemed of benefit 
to the Order. 

DECISION. — Department Aides wUl procure badges through their Corps 
treasurers, and report to Department Headquarters at once their acceptance. 

Reference. — Joiimal, 1896, p. 373. L. A. T. 

DECISION. — Aides are not officers. 

Reference. — Journal, 1903, p. 379. L. J. T. 

Sect. 14. The several Staff Officers shall make to the De- 
partment Convention, through the Department Secretary, full 
and complete reports, in writing, of the official duties performed 
in their respective Departments, and, when retiring from office, 
shall deliver to their successors all moneys, books, or other 
property of the Department in their possession or under their 
control. 

ARTICLE VII. 

VOTING. 

Each representative present at a meeting of the Department 
Convention shall be entitled to one vote. Members entitled to 
representation by virtue of past office shall be entitled to but 
one vote. The ayes and noes may be required and entered upon 
record at the call of any three members representing different 
Corps. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

DELEGATES. 

Delegates to the National Convention shall be chosen as pro- 
vided in Article II of Chapter IV. 

NOTES. — The Delegates are elected officers* and their relations to the 
National Convention cannot be disturbed. If a Delegate is unable to attend 
National Convention, it is her duty to notify the Department President, who 
notifies the first Alternate, and so on in their order until she secures a favorable 
response. Committee 1912. 
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A vacancy, if one occurs, mtsst be filled before the delegation leaves their own 
Department. A. W. 

Where election is necessary to fill vacancies in Alternates, Department Presi- 
dents will remember it must be done according to revised Rules and Regulations. 
Vacancies having regularly occurred, either by death or resignation, the same can 
only be filled by vote of Department Council, duly called, and sitting within the 
boundary of its own State, or by written acquiescence of two-thirds of the Council, 
on names recommended by Department President These will be added to the 
list of alternates already elected, as it is an established law of our Order that of 
the alternates present the one first in line by election fills the first vacancy in 
the list of delegates. 

All changes must be immediately reported to National Secretary, that the 
credential list may be corrected. 

References. — Journal, 1888, reprinted edition, pp. 202, 204. 

tj. O. XI. , 

NOTE. — A delegate was challenged at the Eighth National Convention, and 
the last alternate on the list took the place of a delegate elected by the Depart- 
ment Council, by order of the National Convention, as alternates take precedence 
of those elected by CounciL 

References. — Journal, 1890, pp. 193, 225. A. W. 

NOTE. — The fact that the first delegate present **performs the duty" of 
delegate-at-large in the absence of both delegate-at-large and altemate-at- 
large does not make her the delegate-at-large. 

She remains the first delegate, voting as such; thus no vacancy is created 
which an alternate may fill. , Committee 1912. 

DECISION. — A motion was carried that a delegate-at-large be not required 
to make a written report. In response to many inquiries from the floor the 
National President explained that the motion as carried left it optional with 
the delegate-at-large as to whether or not she should make a written or verbal 
report. 

References, — Journal, 1898, pp. 265, 266. S. J. M. 

Ovation, — How should delegates be elected by Departments 
to National Convention? 

DECISION. — According to Rules and Regulations, Chap. IV, Art n. Sect. 
1, which says, "such delegates to be elected by the Department Convention at 
the same time and in the same manner of electing Department officers," and 
means each member of the Department in good standing is eligible to office, 
must be voted for by ballot (unless dispensed with by unanimous consent) by 
the Convention, and receive a majority of all votes cast. 

References. — Joumol, 1899, pp. 134, 290. F. J. M. 

NOTE.— Except as provided in Chap. IV, Art. m. Sect. 1. 

Committee 1911. 
NOTE. — Delegates do not represent districts. Committee 1914. 
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ARTICLE IX. 

BT-LAWB. 

Department Conventions may adopt By-laws for the govern- 
ment of the Department not inconsistent with these Rules and 
Regulations, the Service Book, or Orders of the National Con- 
vention, and may provide for the alteration and amendment 
thereof. 
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CHAPTER IV. 



ARTICLE I. 

NATIONAL CONVENTION. 

The supreme power of the Woman's Relief Corps is the Na- 
tional Convention. 

Qtiestion. — When does a law of Convention go into effect? 

DECISION. — If not specified as to time in the law itself, it will go into effect 
so soon as promulgated. 

References. — Journal, 1889, reprinted edition, pp. 17, 183, 
C. R. C; Journal, 1909, pp. 146, 294. M. L. G. 

DECISION. — That a small silk flag be used as in giving the Chautauqua 
Salute, and it be called the **W.R.C. Convention Salute." 

References. — Journal, 1899, pp. 317, 318, 320. F. J. M. 



ARTICLE II. ^ 

MEMBERSHIP. 

Section 1. The National Convention shall consist of: 

1. The National President, Past National Presidents, and 
Past National Vice-Presidents, Past National Secretaries, and 
Past National Treasurers, so long as they remain in good stand- 
ing in their respective Corps, and the other named officers in 
Article IV, Section 2, of this Chapter. 

2. Of the Presidents, Vice-Presidents, Secretaries, and Treas- 
urers of the several Departments. 

3. Of the Presidents and Secretaries of Provisional Depart- 
ments, and Presidents of all Detached Corps where no Depart- 
ment organization exists. 
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4. Of Past Department Presidents who have served a full 
term or who having been elected to fill a vacancy shall have 
served to the end of the term, so long as they remain in good 
standing in their several Corps. 

5. Of one delegate-at-large from each Department, and one 
delegate for each seven hundred members, and one additional 
delegate for a final fraction of more than one-half of that num- 
ber, in good standing at the close of the fourth quarter ending 
December 31; such delegates to be elected by the Department 
Convention, at the same time and in the same manner of electing 
Department officers. Each Department, whatever its member- 
ship, shall be entitled to one delegate and a delegate-at-large. 
The alternate-at-large shall be entitled to a seat only in the ab- 
sence of the delegate-at-large. Should a vacancy occur too late 
to be filled by Department Council, the first delegate present 
performs the duty of delegate-at-large. 

Question (one). — Can delegates be changed about? 

DECISION. — No. They stand in the order of election. 
Question (two). — Can Departments fill regularly occurring vacan- 
cies or absence upon arrival at place of National Convention ? 

DECISION. — No. They must be filled before leaving the boundaries of 
the Department. 

iJe/ercnces. — Journal, 1888, pp. 110, 164. E. S. H. ^ 

Question, — Red Book of 1912, page 79, second decision, states 
how to correct error when Corps has elected more delegates and 
alternates than entitled by law. 

Does this apply to similar error made by Department? 
DECISION. — The same law applies. 
References. — Journal, 1912, pp. 147, 261. C. M. D. 

Sect. 2. Each Department shall have the power to decide 
in what manner the Delegates and Alternates to National Con- 
vention shall be elected, understanding always, if there be 
one dissenting vote, they cannot be elected collectively on one 
ballot. 



/' 
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Sbct. 3. Each Department shall also elect, at the same time 
and in the same manner, an equal number of alternates, includ- 
ing an altemate-at-large. Only the above officers, and dele- 
gates or their alternates, shall be admitted to seats, except as 
provided in Chap. Ill, Art. V, Sect. 3. 

Sect. 4. The Installing Officer shall, immediately after in- 
stallation, forward to the National Secretary a list of the newly 
elected officers, delegates, and alternates, as provided in Chap. 
V, Art. II, Sect. 2, and transmit a copy of the same to the Na- 
tional Secretary for the information of the National President. 



ARTICLE III. 

MEBTINGS. 

Section 1. The National Conventioh shall be held annually 
at the same time and in the town or city where the National 
Encampment of the Grand Army of the Republic is held; pro- 
vided that, if accommodations are inadequate for both. Con- 
vention shall be held at some contiguous point. 

Sect. 2. Special meetings of the National Convention may 
be called by the National President, by and with the advice 
and consent of the National Council, and no business shall be 
transacted except that specified in the call. No alterations 
afifecting the general interests of the Order shall be made at a 
special meeting. 

ARTICLE IV. 

OFFICERS. 

Section 1. All members of the Woman's Relief Corps in 
good standing are eligible to any Corps, Department, or National 
office. 

Sect. 2. The National officers of the Woman's Relief Corps 
are a National President, National Senior and Junior Vice- 
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Presidents, National Secretary, National Treasurer, National 
Chaplain, National Inspector, National Counselor, National In- 
stituting and Installing Officer, National Patriotic Instructor, 
National Press Correspondent, and a National Executive Board. 
These officers constitute the National Council. The five mem- 
bers elected by National Convention annually, constitute the 
Executive Board for the year, of which the first elected shall 
be chairman. 

NOTE. — There have been elected by the National Convention four life 
members: *£. Florence Barker, '"Kate B. Sherwood, *Annie Wittenmyer, and 
*Sarah E. Fuller. 

The relation of these life members was defined by the Sixth National Con- 
vention as active members of the National Executive Board. It was also decided 
that the practice of electing life members should cease. A. W. 

* Deceased. 

NOTE. — Kate Brownlee Sherwood resigned in 1888, died February 16, 1914. 
E. Florence Barker died September 11, 1897. 
Annie Wittenmyer died February 2, 1900. 

Sarah E. Fuller,. the only remaining life member, whose official counsel 
has been of untold value to each administration for so many years, died 
December 16, 1918. Committee 1914. 

DECISION. — That on every National roll-call of the Woman's Relief Corps, 
the only honorary members shall be Past Commander-in-Chief Paul Van 
Der Voort (for making our organization possible ) and Miss Clara Barton (for 
her services in war and peace and her distinction at home and abroad ), and that 
their names shall be carried perpetually on the roll as the only National Honorary 
members. Carried by a rising vote. 

References. — Journal, 1886, reprinted edition, pp. 125, 129. 

S. E. F. Joiu^al, 1891, pp. 30, 31. M. S. McH. 

NOTE. — The Thirtieth National Convention voted that all members of the 
Grand Army of the Republic shall be Honorary Members of the Woman's 
Relief Corps. Committee 1914. 

ARTICLE V. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 

Section 1. The National Officers of the Woman's Relief 
Corps (except the National Secretary, National Inspector, Na- 
tional Counselor, National Instituting and Installing Officer, 
National Patriotic Instructor, and National Press Correspond- 
ent, who are appointed by the President) shall be elected annu- 
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ally at the National Convention by written or printed ballot 
unless such ballot be dispensed with by unanimous consent. 

Sect. 2. These officers shall enter upon their respective 
duties immediately after their installation^ and hold office until 
their successors are installed. 

Question. — Who shall install National officers, elected but not 
present at Conventi'on? 

ANSWER. — The National President details an officer to do the work. 

Sect. 3. Vacancies occurring in National elective offices 
(other than as provided for in Sect. 2, Article VI, of this 
chapter), shall be filled by the National Council, either at u 
special meeting or by written acquiescence in the recommenda- 
tion of the National President by two-thirds of the Council. 

ARTICLE VI. 

DUTIES OF OFFICERS, 

Section 1. The National President, immediately upon as- 
suming the duties of her office, shall appoint a National Secre- 
tary, National Inspector, National Counselor, National Insti- 
tuting and Installing Officer, National Patriotic Instructor and 
National Press Correspondent, and as many Aides as she may deem 
necessary. She shall appoint all other National officers and com- 
mittees not otherwise provided for. She shall enforce the Rules 
and Regulations of the Woman's Relief Corps, and the orders of 
the National Convention and National Council, and for this 
purpose she may issue such orders as may be necessary. 

She shall approve all orders for money properly drawn on the 
National Treasurer, and hold as trustee for the Woman's Relief 
Corps all securities given by National officers. She shall promul- 
gate, through the proper officers, the National password, and 
may change the same at her discretion; shall issue charters to 
all Departments, when regularly organized, and may appoint 
provisional Presidents where no Department organization exists. 

She shall take all books and supplies in her possession to 
National Convention and turn them over to her successor after 
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installation. If unable to be present she shall forward them 
to the National Senior Vice-President at Convention city, who 
will arrange for their delivery to the newly installed National 
President. 

She shall preside in National Convention and National Coun- 
cil, and decide all questions of law or usage, subject to an appeal 
to the National Convention. 

She shall formulate all revisions authorized by National Con- 
vention within sixty days, and prepare for publication in the 
National Journal the proceedings of Convention and the 
reports of officers. 

DECISION. — That each administration close its work entire, pay all claims, 
and make a supplemental statement, embracing all expenses incurred during 
ConTention and incident thereto, and cause the same to be published in the 
annual proceedings after the manner of the Grand Army Quartermaster-Gen- 
eral's report, which shows the exact expenditures of each administration. A 
correct report of the financial status of each year's work can in no other way be 
satisfactorily shown. 

References. — Journal, 1888, reprinted edition, pp. 158, 159. 
£j. S. XI. 

DECISION. — That the National President be allowed, by and with the 
consent of National Council, to issue appeals to Corps through General Orders, 
for relief in case of great national need. Corps responding to such appeals 
shall transmit their donations to the National Treasurer through Department 
Treasurers, that Departments may receive proper credit therefor. 

References. — Journal, 1891, pp. 46, 254. M. S. McH. 

DECISION. — That a complete roster of OT^ry National Administration shall 
be recorded in the official Roster at National Headquarters, and hereafter all 
National Presidents shall be instructed to have the record complete at the close 
of their respective administrations, in order to avoid all possible errors. 

References. — Journal, 1892, pp. 53, 345. S. P. S. 

DECISION. — That the manner of presenting itemized report of expenses 
of National Headquarters be commended, and that hereafter an itemized report 
of expenditures of each National officer be printed in the Journal. 

i2e/erences. — Journal, 1894, pp. 249, 250. S. C. M. 

DECISION. — That the Wdman's Relief Corps, whenever there is a call, 
co-operate with the American National Red Cross to the extent of their ability, 
reporting through the usual channels such services as they may be able to render. 

References, — Journal, 1900, pp. 199, 200. H. J. B. 
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DECISION. — That hereafter the roll of ConTentioii in National Journal shall 
contain the name and last-known address of each Past Department President, 
together with the year of her service, and that names be arranged in successive 
order, beginning with the first elected President. 

References. — Journal, 1901, pp. 58, 282. M. L. C. 
DECISION. — That when issued one copy of each volume of National Journals 
of Convention Series be sent to the Congressional Library at Washington, D.C., 
and the Boston Public Library. Also to the State Library of each State, and, 
where there is no State Library, such other Libraries as Department Presidents 
may indicate within their jurisdiction, without cost to Departments. The number 
of volumes to be allowed each Department shall be determined by the Committee 
on W.R.C. History, after they have investigated the subject and reported to 
National Convention. 

Reference. — Journal, 1907, p. 356. C. R. S. 

NOTE. — The work of the Committee on W. R. C. History having been com- 
pleted and reported to the Thirtieth National Convention, the Committee was 
discontinued. It was voted by this Convention to continue the series and 
distribute them as heretofore. Committee 1914. 

DECISION. — That the editing and indexing of National Journals be left to 
the retiring National President. 

Reference. — Journal, 1908, pp. 280, 281, 282. K. E. J. 
DECISION. — That hereafter cloth-bound Journals of National Convention 
be of uniform color and style, dark blue in color, in order that the whole may 
present the appearance of an historical series. 

Reference. — Journal, 1908, pp. 266, 267. K. E. J. 

DECISION. — That in consideration of the great advantage to the Order, 
the printing remain with Comrade E. B. Stillings, Boston, ACass. 

References.— Journal, 1893, pp. 45, 46, 211, 282, M. R. W, 
Journal, 1894, pp. 47, 236, 237. S. C. M. 

Sect. 2. The National Vice-Presidents shall, when called upon, 
assist the National President by counsel or otherwise, and in her 
absence or disability shall fill her office according to seniority. 

In the event of a vacancy in the office of National President, 
the National Senior Vice-President shall at once succeed to the 
title and duties of the position, and the National Junior Vice- 
President shall become National Senior Vice-President. In the 
event of a vacancy in the office of National Senior Vice-Presi- 
dent, the National Junior Vice-President shall at once succeed to 
the title and duties of that office. A vacancy in the office of 
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National Junior Vice-President shall be filled by the National 
Council, as provided in Chapter IV, Article V, Sect. 3. 

Sect. 3. The National Secretary shall conduct the official 
correspondence and forward all orders under direction of the 
National President. . She shall keep correct records of the 
proceedings of the National Convention and Council, and notify 
by postal card each Department President and Detached Corps 
President of the receipt of their per capita tax at National 
Headquarters. All reports received by her from Departments 
shall be turned over to the proper officers. 

She shall prepare and forward to Department Presidents, 
each quarter, three copies Department Secretary's Blank Form 
C and three copies Department Treasurer's Blank Form F, and 
at least thirty days prior to Department Convention, four 
copies Department Election Returns Form M. She shall forward 
to Detached Corps Presidents, each quarter, three copies of Corps 
Secretary's Blank Form A, three copies of Corps Treasurer's 
Blank Form D, Corps Relief Reports Form N, and at least ten 
days prior to Corps Elections, Corps Election Returns Form L 
and Corps Treasurer's Bond. She shall forward Assistant 
Instituting and Installing Officer's Blank Form G to the officer 
designated to institute a Detached Corps. 

She shall draw all orders for money on the National Treasurer, 
approved, by the National President, and perform such other 
duties and keep such books and records as may be required of 
her by the National President or National Convention. She 
shall forward to National Chaplain a correct list of names and 
addresses of Department Chaplains and Presidents of Detached 
Corps, and prepare a list of suspended Detached Corps for the 
information of her successor. She shall provide credential 
cards for National officers and Presidents of Detached Corps. 

She shall give a bond in the sum of one thousand dollars or 
such amount as shall be voted by the National Convention, with 
sufficient sureties, to be approved by the National President, and 



121 CHAP. IV — AKT. VI. 

receive such compensation for her services as the National Con- 
vention may determine. 

She shall make her report for the year ending March 31 of 
each year, and prepare copy for Roster and turn over to her 
successor, giving names and addresses of all Department Officers 
and Presidents of Detached Corps in office June 30. 

She shall prepare, early in February, a typewritten list of 
newly installed Detached Corps Presidents and forward a copy 
to National Chaplain, Inspector, Instituting and Installing 
Officer, Patriotic Instructor, and Press Correspondent. 

She shall take a;ll books, blanks, and supplies in her possession 
to National Convention and turn them over to her successor 
after installation. If unable to be present she shall forward 
them to 'the National President at Convention city, who will 
arrange for their delivery to the newly installed National Secre- 
tary. (See Decision page 128, under Sect. 10.) 

DECISION. — That a member of the National CoiiTention, when reported by 
a Detached Corps to which she belongs as in good standing, shall receive her 
credential card from the National Secretary and shall be placed on Roll and 
Roster just beneath the name of the President of the Corps, together with the 
title which designates her relation to the Order. 

Reference. — Journal, 1906, pp. 340, 341. A. A. A. 
DECISION. — That Past National officers send their post-office address to 
National Secretary immediately after Convention for the mailing-list, and notify 
her of any change that occurs daring the year. 

References. — Journal, 1900, pp. 64, 239, 259. H. J. B. 

DECISION. — That the Roll of Convention designate the number of Corps 
and membership in good standing March 81, also loss by delinquent Corps 
and suspensions. 

References.— Journal, 1900, pp. 64, 239, 259. H. J. B. 

Journal, 1913, pp. 106, 367, 381. G. E. F. 

Sect. 4. The National Treasurer shall hold all funds and 
vouchers of the National Convention, order all supplies under 
direction of the National President, receive all moneys due the 
National Convention, giving her receipt therefor, pay all orders 
drawn on her by the National Secretary and approved by the 
National President, disburse no mone3rs except upon regularly 
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drawn orders, fill all orders for supplies for the use of the 
Woman's Relief Corps, made by Department Treasurers on 
regular requisition blanks, and under the direction of the Na- 
tional President charge a reasonable and uniform price for the 
same. 

She shall furnish to Departments and Detached Corps 
quarterly statements of their indebtedness and a duplicate 
statement to the National President, and give an Indemnity 
Bond to be procured of a Surety Company, the expense to be 
paid by National, in the sum of five thousand dollars, or such 
amount as shall be voted by National Convention, to be ap- 
proved by the National President, for the faithful discharge of 
her duties, and receive such compensation for her services as 
the National Convention may determine. 

She shall have her books audited quarterly at her office by 
an expert accountant and send certified statement to the National 
President each quarter, also a complete report to June 30 of each 
year, which shall be printed with the report of the National 
Treasurer, the expenses for the same not to exceed $75.00 
annually. 

She shall, immediately after installation, furnish the National 
President with a fist of suppHes used in the Order and prices 
paid for same. 

She shall furnish supplies to Department Treasurers only, 
from whom Corps in Departments must procure their supplies. 

DECISIONS. — That where Deiiartinents and Detached Corps linger in debt, 
all moneys received from them — except per capita tax — be credited to standing 
account, that there be no old debts. 

References. — Journal, 1888, reprinted edition, pp. 42, 164. 

E. S. H. 

That, as a protection to the Order, no goods can be shipped for the formation 
of Detached Corps until money be first received for both charter and supplies. 

References. — Journal, 1888, reprinted edition, pp. 42, 134, 137. 

C S. XI. 
DECISION. — That credential cards be printed on paper and in blocks. 

References. — Journal, 1895, pp. 42, 251. E. R. W. 
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DECISION. — That the fonn of commissions adopted by the Thirteenth 
National Convention be carried in stock by the National Treasurer. 

References. — Journal, 1895, pp. 42, 251. E. R. W. 

DECISION. — That the Patriotic .Primer be made a part of the regular sup- 
plies. 

DECISION. — That all orders for supplies amounting to ten dollars and 
upwards from Departments having less than fifteen hundred members, and all 
supplies for Detached Corps, shall be delivered free of express or freight charges. 

References. — Joumol 1900, pp. 42, 274, 276. H. J. B. 
Journal, 1907, pp. 161, 299, 300. O. R. S. Journal, 1913, pp. 
75, 337, 340. G. E. F. 

References. — Joumslf 1897, pp. 197, 346, 347. A. H. 

DECISION. — That the names of the recipient! of aid be not published in 
Journals; only the amount of money received and disbursed, and that an itemized 
account of money expended, what amount, and to whom, be filed with the 
National Treasurer. 

References. — Journal, 1899, pp. 48, 264. F. J. M. 

Sect. 5. The National Chaplain shall tabulate the Memorial 
Day reports of Department Chaplains, and, in her annual 
report, make such recommendations as will advance the chari- 
table and fraternal work of the Order, and perform such duties 
in connection with her office as the National President or Na- 
tional Convention may require. She shall forward Report 
blanks Forms K and KK to Department Chaplains, not later 
than February 1, instructing those retiring from office before 
May 30 to immediately turn said blanks over to their successors. 
She shall also forward Memorial Day blanks Form JJ to De- 
tached Corps. 

She shall take all supplies in her possession to National Con- 
vention and turn them over to her successor after installation. 
If unable to be present she shall forward them to the National 
President at Convention city, who will arrange for their delivery 
to the newly installed National Chaplain. 

DECISION. — That the National Chaplain issue a circular letter in May, 
gjMng explicit directions to Department Chaplains in regard to their work. 

References. — Journal, 1891, pp. 89, 90, 261. M. S. McH. 
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Sect. 6. The National Inspector shall perform such duties 
as are required in Chap. V, Art. V, under direction of the 
National President. 

DECISION. — That the National Inspector's report shall be made for the 
year ending June 80. 

References. — Journal, 1896, pp. 294, 296. L. A. T. 

DECISION. — That the National Inspector's instructions be confined to one 
Circular Letter. 

Reference. — Journal, 1911, pp. 424, 425, 437. B. C. H. 
DECISION. — That National Inspector furnish the National President 
detailed reports and remarks for her information and use in preparing her annual 
address, but that the National Inspector confine her report to the Convention to 
the tabulated figures and her general introduction. 

Reference. — Journal, 1911; pp. 424, 425. B. C. H. 

Sect. 7. The National Counselor shall familiarize herself 
with the Rules and Regulations and the official decisions of the 
Woman's Relief Corps, and be prepared to aid the National 
President and National Council, when called upon to do so, 
and perform such other duties as may be required of her by the 
National President. 

NOTE. — The duties of a National Coimselor are more fully defined under 
Chapter m. Art. VI, Sect. 7, and Chapter V, Art. VI, Sect. 1. 

Committee 1912. 

Sect. 8. The National Instituting and Installing Officer 
shall forward Department Instituting and Installing Officers' 
blanks Form H (in sealed envelopes) to Department Instituting 
and Installing Officers not later than June 20; shall receive and 
tabulate the reports of Department Instituting and Installing 
Officers, also the reports of Provisional Departments, on Form 
I, compiling the same for the information of the National Presi- 
dent, sign and transmit a copy of the same to the National 
Secretary, and perform such other duties as may be assigned 
her. She shall forward Consolidated Report of Department 
Instituting and Installing Officer Form HH to Department In- 
stituting and Installing Officers just prior to Department 
Convention. 
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She shall take all supplies in her possession to National Con- 
vention and turn them over to her successor after installation. 
If unable to be present she shall forward them to the National 
President at Convention city, who will arrange for their delivery 
to the newly installed National Instituting and Installing Officer. 

DECISION. — First quarter begins July 1, and ends September 80. 
Second quarter begins October 1, and ends December 81. 
Third quarter begins January 1, and ends March 81. 
Fourth quarter begins April 1, and ends June 80. 

National Instituting and Installing Officer will forward two blanks (Form H ) 
to Department Instituting and Installing Officers not later than June 20. 

References, — Journal, 1896, pp. 140, 305, L. A. T.; Journal, 1904, 
pp. 131, 281. S. D. W. 

Sect. 9. The National Patriotic Instructor shall direct the 
work of patriotic education and humane teaching, and with the 
approval of the National President shall issue such printed 
matter as may be deemed necessary for the work. 

She shall forward Forms V, W and VW to the Depart- 
ment Patriotic Instructors not later than February 1, and Form 
V to Detached Corps Presidents and Provisional Department 
Presidents, sixty days before National Convention, and shall 
tabulate the same for the information of the National President. 

She shall prepare and issue a program for the observance of 
Peace Day, May 18, and Flag Day, June 14. 

She shall forward quarterly an itemized statement of her 
expenditures to the National Secretary, the same to be approved 
by the National President and ordered paid from the General 
Fund. 

She shall take all supplies in her possession to National Con- 
vention and turn them over to her successor after installation. 
If unable to be present she shall forward them to the National 
President at Convention city, who will arrange for their delivery 
to the newly installed National Patriotic Instructor. 

DECISION. — That Twelfth National Convention heartily endorses the 
Association known as the "American Flag Day Association" of Chicago, incor- 
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ponted for the purpose of dineminating patriotic principles amonc our public 
school children. 

References. — Journal, 1894, pp. 215, 357, 359, 360. S. C. M. 

DECISION. — As the Woman's Relief Corps can never repay Captain Wallace 
Foster for his indefatigable labors on behalf of patriotic teaching, without reim- 
bursement or reward, that we confer upon him the complimentary title of Sponsor 
for the American Flag. 

i2e/erewce. — Journal, 1895, p. 296. E. R. W. 

DECISION. — That Humane Teaching and Peace and Arbitration be made 
a part of the work of Patriotic Education and that National and Department 
Patriotic Instructors call special attention to the observance of "Citizens* Sun- 
day.»» 

Reference. — See page 106. 

DECISION. — That all Flag Salute leaflets and other patriotic literature 
shall be issued by and through the National Patriotic Instructor, subject to the 
approval of the National President. 

References. — Journal, 1903, pp. 159, 371. L. J. T. 

DECISION. — That the Woman's Relief Corps, in their work of patriotic 
education for the use of higher grades in the public schools, adopt the same form 
of salute to the flag the Grand Army of the Republic has adopted, and issue the 
same free leaflet of instructions. 

References. — Journal, 1902, pp. 173, 334, 336, 337. C. R. J. 

NOTE. — The first Flag Day Letter issued to the Order for general observance 
of the birthday of the Stars and Stripes was sent out in June, 1901, by the Na- 
tional President, Mary L. Carr. 

DECISION. — That the National Patriotic Instructor issue the "Flag Day 
Letter." 

References. — Journal, 1903, pp. 57, 353. L. J. T. 

DECISION. — That $500 be set aside to provide in the future a large flag at 
the tomb of Abraham Lincoln. 

References. — Journal, 1907, pp. 323, 324, 384. C. R. S. 

DECISION. — ^That as to the Woman's Relief Corps is accredited the placing 
of flags on schoolhouses from Maine to California, we extend the work into 
every Sunday-school room. 

References. — Journal, 1910, pp. 267, 375. J. I. B. 

DECISION. — That patriotic folders be distributed to immigrant children. 

References. — Journal, 1910, pp. 243, 403. J. I. B, 

DECISION. — That members of our Order shall rise whenever the "Star 
Spangled Banner" is played or sung. 

Reference. — Journal, 1911, pp. 80, 4^3, 414, 436. B. C. H. 
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DECISION. — That the National Patriotic Instructor present in her report an 
itemized statement of the amount expended by her^ her woiIe. 

Reference. — Journal, 1911, p. 404. B. C. H. 

NOTE. — Full information as to work of patriotic education may be found 
under Chap. HI, Art. VI, Sect. 9. Committee 191S.« 

Sect. 10. The National Press Correspondent, immediately 
after her installation, shall prepare, with the approval of the 
National President, a Circular Letter giving necessary infor- 
mation and instruction to Corps and Department Press Corre- 
spondents regarding the duties of their office. She shall forward 
this Circular Letter through the regular channels, provided, 
hotoever, that she shall personally send them to Detached Corps 
Press Correspondents, who shall report directly to her. 

She shall forward Form X to Detached Corps Presidents and 
Forms X, XX and XXX to Department Press Correspondents 
and tabulate the same for the information of the National 
President. 

She shall prepare a r^sum^ of all reports received from 
Detached Corps and Department Press Correspondents, for 
Grand Army, Woman's Relief Corps and other patriotic publi- 
cations not otherwise provided for. She shall incorporate the 
yearly reports of Department Press Correspondents in her annual 
report in the same manner as report of National Patriotic 
Instructor. She shall, to the best of her ability, promote the 
dissemination of such information as may properly be published 
concerning the Social, Patriotic and Rehef Work of the Woman's 
Relief Corps, as the duly recognized auxiliary of the Grand Army 
of the Republic; and perform such other duties as may be 
required of her by the National President. 

She shall take all supplies in her possession to the National 
Convention and turn them over to her successor after installa- 
tion. If unable to be present she shall forward them to the 
National President at Convention city, who will arrange for 
their dehvery to the newly installed National Press Corre- 
spondent. 
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DBCISION. — That sereiml copies of National General Orders and Circular 
Letters, especially the Circolar Letters of the National Patriotic Instructor, be 
forwarded to Department Press Correspondents for publication in their State 
papery, the number of copies to bo regulated by the importance of the several 
Departments as news centers. 

References. — Journal, 1906, pp. 177, 320. A. A. A. 

Sect. 11. The National Council shall meet prior to and im- 
mediately following the National Convention, and at such other 
times and places as the National President may order, or at 
the written request of five members; and five members shall 
constitute a quorum. They shall keep full and detailed records 
of their proceedings, and present the same as their report to 
the National Convention, for the consideration of that body. 



NOTE. — A meeting of the National Council is always held immediately after 
die adjournment of the National Convention, for the transaction of any unfinished 
business thaX may have been referred to them and any other business that needs 
their attention. 

During the year frequent communication is held by letter between the Presi- 
dent and her CounciL Many important questions are thus submitted and voted 
upon. This method has been very satisfactory in the past. 

The National Council is called by the President to meet again before the 
opening of the National Convention, at which meeting the business to be brought 
before the Convention is canvassed. A. W. 

Sect. 12. The Executive Board shall coimsel with the 
National President in matters affecting the welfare of the 
National Woman's Relief Corps. 

Sect. 13. Aides appointed on the staff of the National Presi- 
dent shall aid and assist that officer as she may require; shall 
thoroughly familiarize themselves with the Rules and Regula- 
tions, and the Ritual work of the Woman's Relief Corps. They 
shall as frequently as possible consult with Department and 
Corps officers in their vicinity to the end that they may be 
thoroughly informed as to the prospects and needs of the Order. 

Without expense to the Order they should attend as many 
Department and District Conventions and Corps meetings as 
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possible; give encouragement to Corps officers in their work 
in gaining members; and^ when requested by Department or 
Corps Presidents, aid and advise in allaying dissensions; and 
at least twice during their term of service address a letter 
to the National Senior Aide, giving a detailed account of work 
done, and other information that may be of benefit to the 
Order. 

DECISION. — The Department President may appoint such Aides as she 
thinks ¥nU best assist her in carrying on the work during her administration. 
The National President, being the supreme appointing power, appoints such 
Aides as she desires ; and no Department or Corps can make rulings or decisions 
for their superior officers. 

References. — Journal, 1900, pp. 125, 312. H. J, B. 

DECISION. — National Aides will procure badges through their Corps Treas- 
urers, and report to National Headquarters at once their^cceptance of the honor 
conferred, when commission will be forwarded. ^ 

Reference, — Journal, 1902, p. 424. C. R. J. 

NOTE. — The appointment of Aides by the National President is a legal and 
commendable proTision set forth in Rules and Regulations. But there is danger 
of these appointments being accepted as only honorary. If this law was enforced 
in letter and spirit, and every Aide was expected, not only to wear the yellow 
badge but to do efficient work, this system would add immensely to the working 
force of the Order. A. W. 

DECISION. — Aides are not officers, — they are Aides, as the word itself 
implies. 

Reference. — Journal, 1903, p. 379. L. J. T. 

DECISION. — - That National Recruiting Aides receive credit for all members 
they secure for any Corps, through their personal efforts; that their signature 
be placed on the application blank as having sent the name to the Corps. 

Reference. — Journal, 1913, p. 441. G. E. F. 

Sect. 14. The several Staff Officers shall present to the Na- 
tional Convention, through the National Secretary, full and 
detailed reports in print of the official duties performed in their 
respective Departments, and, when retiring from office, shall de- 
liver to their successors all moneys, books, or other property of 
the Woman's Relief Corps in their possession or under their 
control. 
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ARTICLE VII. 

VOTING. 

Each representative present at a meeting of the National 
Convention shall be entitled to one vote. Members entitled to 
representation by virtue of past office shall be entitled to but 
one vote. The ayes and noes may be required and entered upon 
record at the call of any three members representing different 
Departments. 

Question, — Is there any rule compelling members to vote on 
questions coining up for debate? 

DECISION. — There is no geneiml rule compelling members to vote in onr 
meetings, but Corps may adopt By-laws enforcing such discipline, sustained in 
their action by Section If, Rules of Order, which says: "AU members entitled to 
▼ote shall vote on all questions, unless excused by vote of the National Con- 
vention, to be taken without debate.*' 

U a member does not vote, and attention is not called to the fact at tiie time of 
vote, it cannot afterwards be called in question as affecting the legality of Uie 
result. 

References, — Journal, 1889, reprinted edition, pp. 18, 183. 

O. xv. O. 



ARTICLE VIII. 

DISBUBSEMENTS. 

Disbursements from the National Treasury shall only be in 
behalf of the objects of the Woman's Relief Corps or its inci- 
dental expenses, and shall be made either by direction of the 
National Convention or National Council or the Executive 
Board of the same. All orders for money must be drawn on 
the National Treasurer by the National Secretary, and ap- 
proved by the National Prefiddent. 

DBdSION. — AU persons holding bills against tiie Natimial Woman's Relief 
Corps amst forward to National President for apivoval before swilling to Rational 

Tkossiirer nr payment* 

RefertMX, — Journal, 18d9, p. 349. F. J. M. 
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ARTICLE IX. 

PROVISIONAL OPPICBRS. 

Section 1. When three Corps have been formed where no 
Department organization exists, the National President may 
appoint a Provisional President who shall assume command, 
and with the approval of the National President appoint a 
Senior and Junior Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, and 
Chaplain. These officers, with the Provisional President, shall 
constitute the Provisional Council, and for the time being have 
all the powers and duties of permanent Department Officers, 
and, when the complement of five Corps has been formed, may 
proceed with a call for a convention and the organization of a 
permanent Department, by and with the advice of the National 
President. 

Sect. 2. The terms of Provisional Officers expire with the 
appointing power. They, however, hold office until their suc- 
cessors are installed. 

Question, — Does a Past Department President retain her honors 
when her Department is remanded to a Provisional Department? 
decision. — She does. 

References. — Journal, 1910, pp. 157, 365. J. I. B. 

Question. — A Provisional Department is m session in convention. 
A large representation of members of the Order are present, ready to 
vote on the advisability of organizing a permanent Department. The 
question arose, should each Corps have petitioned the National 
President for a permanent Department before it could be legally 
organized? This had not been done. 

DECISION. — The law, while not very explicit, says: When five Corps have 
been f onned, they may proceed with a call for a convention and the organization 
of a permanent Department by and with the advice of the National President. 

The National President being present for the purpose of organizing a per- 
manent Department, and being thoroughly familiar with the situation, was 
justified in proceeding to organize the Department on a permanent basis. 

References. — Journal, 1913, pp. 169, 430. G. E. F. 
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CHAPTER V. 



QENERAL RULES. 



ARTICLE I. 

REPORTS. 

Section 1. Each Corps Secretary shall forward through the 
Corps President quarterly reports to the Department Secretary 
on the first days of January, April, July, and October. 

Sect. 2. Each Department Secretary shall, upon receipt of 
reports, note thereon the date of reception, and turn over the 
Corps Treasurers' reports to the Department Treasurer. She 
shall consolidate the reports of Corps Secretaries on Form C, 
for the information of the Department President, within twenty 
days after the beginning of each quarter, and prepare a copy of 
the same to be forwarded by the Department President to the 
National Secretary, on or before the twentieth day of each 
quarter. She shall also make such supplemental reports as 
may be required by National Headquarters. Corps failing to 
report in time for the consolidation shall be marked suspended 
for that quarter, and their membership shall not be counted 
in returns. 

Sect. 3. The National Secretary shall, upon receipt of re- 
ports, note thereon the date of reception, and turn over the De- 
partment Treasurer's reports to the National Treasurer. She 
shall consolidate the reports of the Department Secretaries, for 
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the information of the National President, and present an an- 
nual report to the National Convention. 

Sect. 4. Each Corps Treasurer shall make a quarterly re- 
port on Form D to the Department Treasurer, to be forwarded 
by the Corps President to the Department Secretary on the first 
days of January, April, July, and October. 

Sect. 5. Each Department Treasurer shall tabulate the 
Corps Treasurers' reports on Form E, and consolidate the same 
on Form F, for the information of the Department President, 
within twenty days after the beginning of each quarter, and 
prepare a copy to be forwarded by the Department President 
to the National Secretary on or before the twentieth day of 
each quarter. She shall also make such supplemental reports 
as may be required by National Headquarters. 

Sect. 6. The National Treasurer shall consolidate the De- 
partment Treasurers' reports, and prepare and forward a copy 
to the National President for her information, and present an 
annual report to National Convention. She shall also make 
such supplemental reports as may be required by National 
Headquarters. 



ARTICLE II. 

election returns. 

Section 1. Corps Installing Officers shall, immediately after 
installation, forward to the Department Secretary, on Corps 
Election Return Blanks, Form L, certified to as correct on the 
outside fold by the newly-installed President, a list of newly- 
elected Corps officers, delegates, and alternates to Department 
Convention, the names of all Past Corps Presidents belonging 
to the Corps and entitled to seats in Department Convention, 
also the names of all members in good standing who have held 
the position of Department President, National President, or 
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National Senior or Junior Vice-Presidents, National Secretary 
or National Treasurer, Department Secretary or Department 
Treasurer, and shall forward a copy of the same to the Depart- 
ment Instituting and Installing Officer. 

Sect. 2. Department Installing Officers shall, immediately 
after installation, forward to the National Secretary, on De- 
partment Election Return Blanks, Form M, certified to as cor- 
rect by the retiring President, a list of newly-elected Department 
officers, delegates, and alternates to National Convention, the 
names of all Past Department Presidents entitled to seats in 
National Convention; also the names of all members in good 
standing who have held the position of National President, 
National Senior or Junior Vice-Presidents, National Secretary 
or National Treasurer, with full addresses in all cases, and shall 
forward a copy of the same to the National Instituting and In- 
stalling Officer, National Inspector and National Treasurer. 

ARTICLE III. 

DUES. 

Section 1. Each Corps, either through its By-laws or by a 
vote at the last meeting in December, shall assess upon its 
members a sum payable quarterly on the first days of January, 
April, July, and October, to be known as quarterly dues. These 
dues include the per capita tax due the Department. Members 
pay dues for the quarter in which they are initiated. 

Question. — May members be allowed to pay dues for more 

than one quarter at a time, when Rules and Regulations say 

per capita tax is payable in quarterly installments? 

DECISION. — Yes. The payment of dues for a year is advisable, and to be 
recommended. It saves expense of notification and liability of forgetting and 
suspension. It is necessary that the dues be required paid in equal installments 
at a specified time to control suspension for non-pa3rment. 

References. — Journal, 1888, reprinted edition, pp. Ill, 164. 

E. S. XI. 
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Question. — Can Corps assess members less than one dollar a 

year for dues? 

DECISION. — While our laws provide for yearly or quarterly dues they do 
not limit the sum. Corps decide what sum shall be assessed. 
Service Book, page six, gives Corps the authority to name sum. 

References. — Journal, 1909, pp. 147, 294, M. L. G.; Journal, 
1913, p. 385. G. E. F. 

Sect. 2. Each Department Convention, at its annual ses- 
sion, shall assess a per capita tax on each Corps in its jurisdic- 
tion, not exceeding one dollar per annum on each member 
therein. This tax shall be drawn from the general fund of the 
Corps, the amount to be determined by the number of mem- 
bers in good standing as reported by the Corps President on 
the first days of January, April, July, and October, and shall 
be forwarded in quarterly installments by the Corps President 
to the Department Secretary, payable to the Department Treas- 
urer, who shall receipt therefor. Corps pay per capita tax for 
the quarter in which they are organized. 



DECISION. — If a Corps is organized on the last day of the quarter, the 
per capita tax must be forwarded for that quarter. 

References. — Journal, 1887, reprinted edition, pp. 139, 251, 253. 
E. D. K. 

Question. — Must a motion be made, seconded and voted upon, 
that an order be drawn upon Treasurer for per capita t Cannot the 
President order Secretary to draw an order upon Treasurer for such 
tax, if she so wishes? 

DECISION. — No action of the Corps is necessary in order to pay the per 
capita tax, and the President can order the voucher drawn. The per capita 
tax of a Corps does not come under the head of what is usually termed "bills," 
and is not included in the strict laws governing other "appropriations of money." 
It is classed under "Dues," and is governed by the laws for "Dues and Arrear- 
ages," as found in Rules and Regulations, Chap. V, Art. m. Sect S, and Art. 
IV, Sect. S. 

References. — Journal, 1907, pp. 187, 369. C. R. S. • 
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Sect. 3. The National Convention, at its annual session, 
shall assess a per capita tax on each Department not exceeding 
twenty-four cents per annum on each and every member in good 
standing therein, payable in quarterly installments, to be for- 
warded by the Department President to the National Secretary, 
payable to the order of National Treasurer (who shall receipt 
therefor), on or before the twentieth day of January, April, 
July, and October. The amoimt of quarterly tax due from each 
Department shall be determined by the number of members in 
good standing therein, on the first day of the current quarter, 
as reported by the Department President. No per capita tax 
from delinquent Corps in Departments shall be accepted after 
their report has been received at National Headquarters. 

The per capita tax for Provisional Departments shall be two 
and one half cents per quarter for each member in good standing. 



ARTICLE IV. 

ARREARAGES. 

Section 1. All members six months in arrears shall be duly 
notified on the arrearage blanks provided for this purpose. 
Any member of a Corps who is six months in arrears for dues 
shall be prohibited from voting, shall be ineligible to any office 
in the Woman's Relief Corps, and shall be reported ''suspended " 
in the quarterly reports to Department Headquarters, until such 
dues are paid. While so reported, the Corps shall not be sub- 
ject to the per capita tax on such membsr, and she shall not be 
counted in the representation of the Corps in the Department 
Convention, nor of the Department in the National Conven- 
tion; provided however, that, when a member is unable by 
reason of sickness or misfortune to pay her dues, they may be 
remitted by a two-thirds vote of the members voting at a regu- 
lar meeting of the Corps. The Secretary shall draw an order for 
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the amount of dues thus remitted, that the transaction may 
be carried on the Treasurer's books. 

Question. — Can a member be suspended for non-pajrment of dues 
while charges are pending? 

DECISION. — Yes. E^ery member must pay dues without regard to whether 
charges are pending. 

References. — Journal, 1889, reprinted edition, pp. 19, 20, 183. 
(J. xv. O. 

Question, — Can evidence of witnesses be taken to prove the pay- 
ment of dues, in the absence of receipts stubs, etc. ? 

DECISION. — Evidence that would be received in a common court should be 
admitted, as in the payment of any oUier debt. 

References. — Journal, 1889, reprinted edition, pp. 20, 183. 

G. Xv. O. 

DECISION. — When Corps members fail to respond promptly to written or 
printed notification of dues, the Corps Treasurer, with such assistants as the 
Corps may proyide, shall call upon such members personally, and explain the 
operation of our laws upon delinquent members, that none may be dropped from 
tiie rolls through misunderstanding or lack of knowledge. 

References. — Journal, 1890, pp. 30, 244, 246. A. W. 

Qiiestion. — What is the standing of a member whose dues are 

remitted by the Corps? Has she a right to all the privileges of 

the Corps, including that of voting? 

DECISION. — Our laws are silent on the subject The inference is that the 
Corps so intends, and the general usage in the Corps sustains this view. Corps 
voting to remit a member's dues should pay herp^r capita tax to the Department. 
(See Chap. V, Art. IV, Sect. I.) 

References. — Journal, 1891, pp. 119, 264, 269. M. S. McH. 

Qitestion (one). — For what reason should the dues of a mem- 
ber be remitted, and from what fund should the money be taken to 
pay the same? 

DECISION. — The Rules provide "that the dues of a member shall be remit- 
ted for sickness or misfortune only." As the payment of dues can hardly be 
claimed as relief money, the same must be taken from the Oeneral Fund. 

Question (two). — Has a Corps the right to vote to remit the 

dues of the Secretary and Treasurer in consideration of their 

services? 

DECISION. — Dues can only be remitted because **of sickness or misfor- 
tune." 
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References, — Journal, 1894, pp. 115, 275, 325. S. C. M. 
NOTB. — Corps desiring to compensate Secretary and Treasurer for services, 
in an amount equal to one year's dues, may upon regular motion vote such sum 
from treasury, as salary paid these officers. Committee 1912. 



Sect. 2. If a member be one year in arrears for dues, she 
shall be notified in writing by the Treasurer, and on failure for 
two months thereafter to pay such dues may, by vote of the 
Corps, be dropped from the roll, and reinstated only (on regular 
application) by the Corps which dropped her, in manner pre- 
scribed in Chap. II, Art. II, Sect. 4, and upon payment of the 
regular initiation fee when in possession of her badge. If 
elected, she shall be reobligated by the Corps from which she 
was dropped, or, upon the written request of the Corps rein- 
stating her, she may be reobligated in any Corps within whose 
jurisdiction she may reside. Upon reinstatement the member 
shall be entitled to all past honors. 

Case. — A member is in arrears for dues when charter of Corps is 
surrendered. She now wishes to join another Corps. 

Question. — Can the Department President grant a transfer or 
reinstatement upon payment of dues? 

DECISION. — No. Rules and Regulations, Chap, n. Art. IV, Sect. 3, 

provide tiie way by which such member may be readmitted to the Order. 

References. — Journal, 1890, pp. 107, 235. A. W. 

Question (one). — A member of a Corps moves into another 
State, and in time is dropped for non-payment of dues. Several 
years later she is admitted into another Corps, not stating she had 
previously been a member. Is she a member of the Order? 

DECISION. — There is irregularity in her admission to another Corps 
without presenting either transfer, honorable discharge, or reinstatement by the 
Corps which dropped her, provided tiie Corps has not disbanded. 

Question (two). — If she is not a member, can the Department 
President issue a disp^ensation legalizing her initiation? 

DECISION. — In order to be a legal member, must ask reinstatement in the 
Corps from which she was dropped. 

References. — Journal, 1896, pp. 102, 103, 283. L. A. T. 
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NOTB. — Irregular action cannot be legalized. — Committee 1906. 

NOTE. — Dropped members (rf disbanded Corps and those in arrears for 
dues at time of disbandment may be admitted to membership in accordance 
with Chap, n. Art. IV, Sect. S, Rules and Regulations. 

References. — Journal, 1901, pp. 208, 327, 340. M. L. C. 

Question, — When a dropped member is reinstated in the Corps 

from which she was dropped, and reobligated in another Corps, 

of which Corps is she a member? 

DECISION. — The Corps in which she has been re-elected. Reobligating is 
simply an act of courtesy extended by tiie otiier Corps. 

References. — Journal, 1903, pp. 153, 375, 380. L. J. T. 

Sect. 3. Any Corps in arrears for reports or dues shall be 
excluded from all representation in the Department Convention 
until the same are forwarded. 

Question. — How many quarters must a Corps be in arrears before 

being dropped? 

DECISION. — There is no specified time. The adyisability of such action 
rests witii the Department President and her Council. 

References. — Journal, 1903, pp. 153, 375, 380. L. J. T. 

Sect. 4. Any Department in arrears for reports or dues 
shall be excluded from all representation in the National Con- 
vention until the same are forwarded. 



ARTICLE V. 

iNSPECTION. 

Sectign 1. There shall be a thorough inspection of each 
Corps every year, during the months of September, October, and 
November, by the Department Inspector and Assistant Depart- 
ment Inspectors, a report of the same to be forwarded to the 
Department Inspector immediately thereafter. Such additional 
inspection shall be made as the Department President may deem 
necessary, on the recommendation of the Department Inspector, 
or when directed by the National Inspector. 
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The Department Inspector shall forward Form to Assistant 
Department Inspectors and tabulate the same on Form P for the 
information of the Department President. Assistant Depart- 
ment Inspectors shall forward Form to Corps Presidents when 
arranging dates for inspection. Corps in Departments exem- 
plifying the ritualistic work at District Conventions shall have 
no other inspection for the current year. The officer having 
charge of such inspection shall make a report of the status of the 
Corps and forward the same to Department Inspector, who shall 
embody the same in her annual report. 

Question, — May a Corps rehearse previous to inspection? 
DECISION. — A Corps may rehearse any part of their work. 
References. — Journal, 1888, reprinted edition, pp. 105, 164. 
C o. XI. 

NOTB. — Assistant Department Inspectors wiU find full instructions as to 
their duties by referring to * 'Instructions to Inspectors," page 86, Service Book. 

Committee 1912. 
DECISION. — That the use of the "Form of Authority for Assistant In- 
spectors/' as presented to the Twenty-Fifth Convention, remain optional with 
Departments. 

References. — Journal, 1907, pp. 249, 348. C. R. S. 

NOTE. — An Assistant Department Inspector should, before beginning her 
duties, provide herself with a copy, latest edition each, of Rules and Regulations, 
Ritual and Seryice Book. 

Inspectors do not come under the head of "unauthorized persons" mentioned 
on page 1 of Ritual, and in order to properly discharge their duties may secure 
loan of Ritual from Corps or Department. Committee 1912. 

Sect. 2. Each Department President may divide her Depart- 
ment into such number of inspection Districts as she deems 
necessary, changing the same at her discretion. She shall, on 
the nomination of the Department Inspector, appoint Assist- 
ant Department Inspectors, who shall be assigned to duty and 
serve during the pleasure of the Department President. 

Sect. 3. The Department Inspector shall inspect the work 
and examine the books and records of Department officers, 
which shall cover the entire period of the Department adminis- 
tration, under direction of National Inspector, within three 
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days prior to Department Convention, shall report the result 
of the same immediately, and perform such other duties as 
may be required of her by the National President or National 
Inspector. 

NOTE. — The attention of Department Inspectors is called to the desirability 
of inspecting Department books, so far as practicable, in conjunction with 
Department Auditing Committee. Such arrangement should be of mutual 
benefit. Committee 191S. 



Sect 4. The National Inspector, with the approval of the 
National President, may give such special instructions in refer- 
ence to inspections as may be deemed necessary. She shall 
forward Department Inspectors' blanks. Forms O, P and R, 
to Department Inspectors, and Form U to Presidents of Detached 
Corps. She shall tabulate reports of Department Inspectors, 
Form R, on Form S, and Detached Corps reports. Form U, on 
Form UU, for the information of the National President, and 
present a report to the National Convention, which shall include 
a statement showing which of the Detached Corps were inspected 
under her direction. 

She shall take all books, blanks, and supplies in her possession 
to National Convention and turn them over to her successor 
after installation. If imable to be present she shall forward 
them to the National President at Convention city, who will 
arrange for their delivery to the newly installed National 
Inspector. 

Sect. 5. All books, papers, accoimts, records and proceedings 
pertaining to the Woman's Relief Corps shall be subject to 
inspection at all times by the several inspecting officers in their 
respective districts. 

Sect. 6. Detached Corps must be inspected before May 30 
and reports forwarded National Inspector not later than June 15 
of each year. A competent Inspector must be sent each Detached 
Corps except in remote districts. 
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ARTICLE VI. 

APPEALS. 

All members have the right of appeal upon all questions 
of law to the next higher authority, through the proper 
channels, from acts of Corps Presidents or Corps, and Depart- 
ment Presidents or Department Conventions, to the National 
President, whose decision shall be final, unless reversed by the 
National Convention; but all decisions appealed from shall have 
full force and effect until reversed by proper authority. Ap- 
peals must be taken within sixty days from date of rendering 
official decision. Appeals carried to and acted upon by a Na- 
tional Convention are beyond the jurisdiction of and cannot be 
reviewed by a National President, unless by vote of Conven- 
tion they be referred to the incoming National President. 

NOTE. — Only on questions of law can an appeal be taken to higher authority. 
See Chap. V, Art VI. 

NOTB. — The judicial functions of the Woman's Relief Corps are threefold. 
Firsts there is tiie Corps, or lower court, and members should exhaust tiie 
resources of this court before appealing to the Department, or higher court. 
Only in extreme cases should the autiiority of tiie National or Supreme Court be 
appealed to, and then only to affirm or reverse the decisions of a Corps or Depart- 
ment. 

It may help the uninformed to remember that, while the National President is 
the judge, the National Counselor is but an attorney. No opinion of the National 
Counselor can become a decision until.it has received the indorsement of the 
National President, just as no decision of the National President can become a 
law until confirmed by National Convention, the supreme law-making power of 
the Woman's Relief Corps. 

In order to secure more perfect system, the usages of official correspondence 
should be more strictly followed by all officers in authority; and appeals, as well 
as all official documents, passing from Corps to Department officers, and from 
Department to National, or the reverse, should bear thereon the indorsements of 
officers through whose hands they pass. 

Reference. — Journal, 1888, reprinted edition, p. 100. E. S. H. 

NOTE. — Before an appeal can be made, there must be a decision from some 
authority, to appeal from. There are six stages of authority for decision, — 
namely, Corps President, Corps, Department President, Department Conven- 
tion, National President, National Convention. At each stage the question is to 
be decided by the officer receiving the same, and appeal is made from that 
decision. Department Presidents must insist upon papers coming to tiiem 
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thoroughly official in every particular, and National Presidents the same. All 
such questions to be received at National Headquarters must have attached the 
entire line of official action (either the original or certified copies of the same), 
that the National President may act intelligently. 

References. — Journal, 1892, pp. 138, 139, 305. S. P. S. 

DECISION. — That, where proper transmission is questioned, a true copy of 
all papers. Corps, Department, or National, may be forwarded direct to Depart- 
ment or National Headquarters. 

Reference. — Journal, 1900, p. 286. H. J. B. 

DECISION. — Because of the many cases wherein those appealing are 
unjustly denied information, or receive replies remodeled or reduced, that in all 
cases where decisions are rendered, eitiier Department or National, a true copy 
should' be forwarded direct to appellant, that she may be fully and correctly 
informed. 

References. — Journal, 1892, pp. 153, 305. S. P. S. 

Question. — Have we any ruling that defines the length of time 

an appeal can be kept at Department Headquarters? 

DECISION. — It is the duty of Department Presidents to forward all properly 
prepared appeals immediately. 

References. — Journal, 1906, pp. 152, 310. A. A. A. 

Case. — A Department President sends appeal from a Corps 

asking decision of National President before sending her own. 

DECISION. — No decision shall be made by National President in such 
cases. An opinion only shall be rendered, which opinion shall not operate to 
bar further appeal. 

Reference. — Journal, 1889, p. 183. C. R. C. 

Question, — Where does an appeal end? 

DECISION. — In National Convention. See Chap. V, Art. VI, Rules and 
Regulations. 

Question, — Can a case, having been decided under a National 
President, be reopened and action taken by any subsequent ad- 
ministration? 

DECISION. — Art VI, Chap. V, Rules and. Regulations, provides that the 
'^decisions of the National President shall be final, unless reversed by the 
National Convention.** 

Also in Sect. 1, Art. VI, Chap. IV, the National President shall "decide all 
questions of law or usage, subject to an appeal to the National Convention.*' 

A case, therefore, decided by the National President, is final, until set aside or 
modified by the National Convention. 

Reference. — Journal, 1886, p. 108. S. E. F. 
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QtiesHon. — Can an appeal, having been acted upon by a National 

Convention, be reopened and reviewed by a subsequent National 

President? 

DECISION. — Appeals carried to and acted upon by a National Convention 
are beyond the jurisdiction of and cannot be reviewed by a National President, 
unless by vote of Convention they be referred to the incoming National President. 

References. — Journal, 1892, pp. 143, 144, 305. S. P. S. 

Case. — An appeal is taken to National Convention, and a de- 
cision rendered by that body. Is such decision final, or can the 
same be taken into subsequent Conventions year after year? 

DECISION. — In tiie case of an appeal to the National Convention, it having 
reached its final tribunal, it cannot be taken up at any subsequent National Con- 
vention unless it is clearly shown that new and important evidence will be pro- 
duced, which must first be presented to the National Council, and upon the 
recommendation of that body it can be referred to the National Convention, and 
upon a majority vote of the Convention the case may be reopened. 

References. — Journal, 1894, pp. 103, 282. S. C. M. 

Question. — Does the rule of sixty days apply to appeal from acts 

as well as decisions? [Rules and Regulations, Art. VI, Chap. V.] 

DECISION. — This question arises from the act of a Department President 
revoking a Corps Charter and an appeal being taken. It is my opinion that the 
ACT of revoking the Charter was the culmination of the decision and therefore 
the sixty-day limit applies to both. 

Reference. — Journal, 1906, pp. 152, 310. A. A. A. 



ARTICLE VII. 

DISCIPLINE. 

Section 1. Offences cognizable by the Woman's Relief 
Corps shall be: 

First, Disloyalty to the United States or violation of the 
pledge to perpetuate the objects of the Order. 

Second, Violation of Rules and Regulations or disobedience 
of lawful orders. 

Third. Violation of the laws of the land. 
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Fourth, Conduct prejudicial to the good of the Order. 

Sect. 2. Penalties to either are: 
First. Dishonorable discharge. 
Second. Suspension for a specified period. 
Sect. 3. A member can be dishonorably discharged only as 
provided in this Article. 

Sect. 4. All accusations against a member of the Woman's 
Relief Corps shall be made in writing, and shall be read at a 
regular meeting of the Corps of which the accused is a member, 
except as provided in Sections 8, 10 and 11 of this Article. 

It shall be the duty of the Corps President to appoint a com- 
mittee of five impartial members in good standing in the 
Order, who shall investigate the charges and whose majority 
vote of findings and penalty must be sustained by a two-thirds 
vote of members present and voting at a regular meeting, a 
written notice of such meeting having been sent every member 
of the Corps. 

The accused may have the right within thirty days to produce 
new evidence, which, together with all documents pertaining to 
the case, shall be submitted to the Department President (or 
National President where no Department organization exists) 
whose decision shall be final. 

The Investigating Committee, through its chairman, must 
give the accused at least ten days' notice of charges and place 
of meeting. If personal service of notice cannot be had, de- 
positing in United States mail, addressed to the last known 
post-office address of the accused, shall be considered sufficient. 

Every opportunity possible shall be given the accused to make 
her defense. As far as practicable, the committee shall be 
composed of her peers. Necessary expenses of Investigating 
Committee shall be borne by the Corps of which the accused is 
8 member, except as provided in Sections 7, 8, 9 and 10 of this 
Article. 
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Question (one). — Does the Investigating Committee meet and 
select a presiding officer? 

DECISION. — The first member named on committee is chairman, conse- 
quently presiding officer. 

Question (two). — Are witnesses brought before the committee? 

DECISION. — Yes. Witnesses must come before the committee in justice 
to accused and accuser. 

Question (three). — Who is judge of what testimony shall be 

admitted? 

DECISION. — The committee, the majority of whom shall always rule. 

Question {ioMv). — If charges are preferred by a CJorps against 

a National Aide, who appoints the Investigating Committee? 

DECISION. — The conunittee is appointed by the Corps President. 

References, — Journal, 1903, pp. 153, 375, 379. L. J. T. 

Case. — Charges have been read in 'Corps meeting against two 
members. By a majority vote of the Corps they were sustained, and 
the Corps President appointed an investigation Committee of five. 

Nearly three months have elapsed and no meeting of this com- 
mittee has been called or held. One of the members under charges 
desires to leave her home for a visit, but believes as soon as she has 
departed a meeting will be called and she will not be in a position to 
appear and make her defense. 

Question, — How long can a committee hold charges before inves- 
tigating them? 

DECISION. — It is the duty of all committees to act promptly and some 

action should be taken within thirty days. If in this time no meeting shall have 
been held, the charges shall be considered as reaching the period of limitation, 

and shall be as tiiough never made. 

References, — Journal, 1908, pp. 139, 286. K. E. J. 

Sect. '5. Charges having been preferred against an officer, 
she shall be suspended from the duties of her office by Corps, 
Department, or National Presidents in their respe* tive juris- 
dictions. 

Sect. 6. In case of charges against a Corps President the 
Senior Vice-President shall appoint an Investigating Committee, 
and take charge at Corps meeting of all proceedings relating to 
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the case The accused shall be entitled to all privileges of new 
evidence if produced within thirty days and referring of same 
to the Department President (or National President where no 
Department organization exists), whose decision shall be 
final. 

Questvm. — When a Corps President refuses to obey a Depart- 
ment President and the latter prefers charges, whom does she ap- 
point on Investigating Committee? 

DECISION. — Section 6 of Discipline is the only rule. DejMrtment President 
cannot appoint investigating committee. The Corps Senior Vice-President is 
then Acting President, and wonld suspend officer and name committee, who in 
all cases must be "peers of the accused.*' Five Corps Presidents (past or 
present), not members of Corps to which the accused belongs, should form 
such committee. 

References. — JoumgA, 1905, pp. 133, 310, 312, 313, 314. 
F. E. M. 



Sect. 7. Charges againi^ Department officers, except De- 
partment President, shall be referred to the Department Presi- 
dent, who shall appoint the Investigating Committee, and their 
majority vote of findings and penalty shall be submitted to her 
for decision, which shall be final; provided, however, that the 
accused may produce new evidence within thirty days, which 
shall be submitted to the Department Council, and their ma- 
jority decision shall be final. Necessary expenses of Investigat- 
ing Committee and Council shall be borne by the Department. 

Sect. 8. Charges against a Department President shall be 
made to the Department Council, and, if charges are entertained 
by majority vote, the Senior Vice shall appoint the Investigat- 
ing Committee, neither member of which shall be a member of 
the Department Council. 

The majority findings and penalty of this committee shall be 
submitted to Department Council, whose decision by a two- 
thirds vote shall be final; provided, however, that the accused 
may produce within thirty days new evidence which shall be sub- 
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mitted to the National President, whose decision shall be final. 
Necessary expenses shall be borne by the Department. 

Sect. 9. Charges against National oflGicers, except National 
President, shall be referred to National President, who shall ap- 
point the Investigating Committee, neither member of which 
shall be a member of the National Council. The majority find- 
ings and penalty by this committee shall be submitted to the 
National Council, whose decision by a two-thirds vote shall be 
final; provided, however, that the accused may produce new 
evidenqie within thirty days, this also to be submitted to National 
Council, whose majority vote shall be final. Necessary ex- 
penses to be borne by the National Organization. 

Sect. 10. An appointed Department or National officer, 
suspended for cause, may be tried under Sections 7 and 9 of this 
Article. 

Sect. 1 1 . Charges against National President shall be made to 
the National Council, and be entertained only by a majority vote. 
The Senior Vice-President shall then appoint an Investigating 
Committee, consisting of five Past National officers, whose ma- 
jority findings and penalty must be approved by a two-thirds 
vote of National Council, their decision to be final, except new 
evidence be produced within thirty days, when the accused 
may appeal to the National Convention. Necessary expenses 
of Investigating Committee and Council must be borne by the 
National Organization. 

Sect. 12. In case of wilful disobedience of legal orders of 
National Convention, or from National Headquarters, or refusal 
to enforce such orders by Department or Corps Officers, charges 
may be preferred by the National President and referred directly 
to an Investigating Committee of five impartial members. 

This Committee shall consist of two members appointed by 
the National President from the Department of which the 
accused is a member, two members from the same Department 
appointed by the National President on recommendation of 
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Department President, and the fiftl;i to be chosen by the four 
members of the Committee so named. 

Charges shall be made in writing by the National President 
and a copy sent the accused. 

The Investigating Committee, through its Chairman, must 
give the accused at least ten days' notice of charges and place of 
meeting, as provided in Section 4 of this Article. 

As far as possible the Committee shall be composed of peers 
of the accused. The findings and penalty of this Committee to 
be approved by two-thirds vote of National Council, their 
decision to be final; provided, however, the accused may produce 
within thirty days new evidence, this also to be submitted to the 
National Council, whose majority vote shall be final. Necessary 
expenses to be borne by the National organization. 

An Investigating Committee must in all cases be appointed 
from competent members nearest seat of trouble, that expense 
may be lessened as much as practicable. 

Sect. 13. All proceedings of Committee shall be secret until 
properly and finally approved. Notice by "Special Orders" of 
findings and penalty shall be promulgated only when sentence 
is "Dishonorable Discharge," and be limited to the Department 
in which the member resides, except that a copy of the Special 
Order shall be sent to National Headquarters and Headquarters 
of Departments. 

"Special Orders" by Corps Presidents must be approved by 
the Department President, or by National President where no 
Department organization exists. 

All papers relating to charges, notice to accused, investiga- 
tion, findings and penalty shall be filed at Corps, Department or 
National Headquarters, according as final decision is rendered. 

ARTICLE VIII. 

8ECRBCT. 

Section 1. TJie Ritiud and unwritten work of the Woman* e 
Relief Corps, the names of persona causing the rejection of appli- 
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cants for membership, or any information as to the cause or w£ans 
of such rejection, shall he kept secret: but any part of proceedings 
of Corps may be published if ordered by vote of Corps, and any 
part of the proceedings of a Department Convention may be 
published if ordered by the Department Convention or Depart- 
ment Council, and any part of the proceedings of the National 
Convention may be published if ordered by the National Con- 
vention or National Council. 

Question, — Can Rituals be sold to Past Corps Presidents or others 

desiring them? 

DECISION. — No. The Rituals of our Order are the property of the Corps, 
and may not be sold or given away. They should only be seen by members of 
the Order. A President of a Corps may allow officers to have tiiem for a little 
while for study if she feels confident that during the time none but those entitled 
will see or handle tiiem. 

References. — Journal, 1887, reprinted edition, pp. 130, 253, 

E. D. K.; Journal, 1891, pp. 119, 269. M. S. McH. 

NOTE. — The Woman's Relief Corps is indebted for the present beautiful 
"flag work" to Agnes Hitt, Past National President, who conceived the idea 
of introducing the Colors in the various services of the Order, and, while National 
President, arranged for putting into practical use her cherished desire. At 
the Fifteenth National Convention, the "flag work," as designed by Mrs. Hitt, 
was exemplified, and by decision of National Convention was incorporated in 
the Ritual of the Order. Committee 1914. 

Sect. 2. AU discussions of matters secret to the Order in pres- 
ence of persons not members of the Woman's Relief Corps shall be 
a violation of the obligation of secrecy. 

Sect. 3. A member convicted of divulging any of the secrets 
of the Woman* s Relief Corps, or of violating any of the provisions 
of this Article, may be dishonorably discharged. 

ARTICLE IX. 

BONDS. 

Section 1. Corps Treasurers are required to give bonds in 
a sum to be named by the Corps, with sufficient sureties, for 
the faithful discharge of their duties. The bond to be given 
and accepted by the Corps before installation. 
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NOTE. — As the Treasurer's bond must be ACCEPTED BT THE CORPS, it is 
advisable for the Treasurer-elect to present it to the Corps for acceptance at a 
meeting previous to installation. Committee 1906. 

Sect. 2. Department Treasurers shall give an Indemnity 
Bond procured of a Surety CJompany, in a sum to be named by 
the Department CJonvention, for the faithful discharge of their 
duties, the same to be approved by the Department Presi- 
dent. 

Sect. 3. The National Treasurer shall give an Indemnity 
Bond procured of a Surety Company in the sum of five thousand 
dollars, or such amount as shall be voted by National Conven- 
tion, for the faithful discharge of her duties. 

NOTE. — The expense of procuring Indemnity Bonds shall be paid for by 
Department or National Headquarters as provided in Rules and Regulations, 
Chap, m, Art VI, Sect. 4, and Chap. IV, Art. VI, Sect. 4. 

Sect. 4. The National Secretary shall give bonds in the sum 
of one thousand dollars, or such amount as shall be voted by 
National Convention, with sufficient sureties for the faithful 
discharge of her duties. 

Sect. 5. The bonds of the above-named officers shall 
be approved and held by their respective Presidents as trus- 
tees. 

ARTICLE X. 

RELIEF FUND. 

A relief fund shall be established by the several Corps, for 
the assistance of needy Union soldiers, sailors and marines, 
and their families, and widows and orphans of deceased Union 
soldiers, sailors, marines, and needy army nurses. Any dona- 
tions to this fund shall be held sacred for such purpose. 

A relief fund shall be established by each Department Con- 
vention, to be disbursed by order of the Department President, 
through the regular channels. A relief fund shall be established 
by the National Convention, to be similarly dispensed. De- 
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partment and National funds may be applied to cases not cov- 
ered by subordinate Corps. 

Question, — Can money sent as a donation to the Soldiers' and 

Sailors' Orphan Home be taken from the Relief Fund? 

DECISION. — Tes. It can be taken from the Relief Fund by vote of the Corps. 
Homes established for tht care and comfort of Teterans and their dependents 
are legitimate objects for relief work. Committee 1906. 

Question, — Can a Corps hold more than two funds? 

DECISION. — The Fourth National Convention having decided that Corps 
should have no beneficiary fund, it is evident that the Relief Fund, specified in 
Regulations as being for a specific purpose, and General Fund, which shall 
embrace all others, are Uie only funds which are contemplated. These are the 
only funds for which blanks are furnished and reports made. 

While Corps are accumulating piano, hall, flag, or other funds, they should be 
reported as a part of the General Fund, but held by Uie Treasurer and itemized 
upon her books in such a manner as may be intelligent to her. All moneys in 
the hands of the Corps should be accounted for at the end of each quarter, and 
it is evident that they must appear in one of the two reports, as provided for in 
. the blanks. 

References. — Journal, 1887, reprinted edition, pp. 160, 278, 

E. D. K.; Journal, 1894, pp. 112, 325, S. C. M.; Journal, 1904, pp. 
220, 221. S. D. W. 

Question, — Can money be appropriated from Relief Fund for 
the purpose of decorating the graves of deceased members or for 

flowers for the funeral of a comrade? 

DECISION. — Rules and Regulations say, **The Relief Fund shall be kept 
sacred for purposes of relief.'* Floral offerings can not be classed under the 
head of relief. 

References. — Journal, 1887, reprinted edition, pp. 154, 278. 
E. D. K. 

Question. — Can a Corps join, as a body, any other organization, 

thereby pledging itself to pay an assessment upon its members, 

the amount of which can be assessed by an executive committee 

of that organization? 

DECISION. — "The Woman's Relief Corps was organized for a specific pur- 
pose as outlined in Rules and Regulations, and is auxiliary to the Grand Army 
of the Republic only. The Genwal Fund must be applied to the regular expenses 
of Corps." The Relie IFund is held sacred for the objects of our organization, 
and Corps cannot be assessed for any purpose. 

References. — Journal, 1894, pp. 103, 104, 282. S. C. M. 

Question. — Can the General Fund be used for anything besides 
relief for the comrades and the running expenses of the Corps? 
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DECISION. — We recognize but two funds in the W.R.C., — General and 
Relief. Rules and Regulations specially mention what the Relief Fund shall be 
used for, but is silent concerning the General Fund. Hence it may be used for 
anything not conflicting witii Rules and Regulations, by vote of Corps. 

References, — Journal, 1899, pp. 58, 274. F. J. M. 

Question. — Can Corps members not relatives of soldiers be as- 
sisted from Corps funds? 

DECISION. — Not from Relief Fund under any circumstances, and only 
from General Fund under conditions set forth in Decision 60, p. 11%, Sixth 
Journal, and sustained by Sixtii CouTention, which says: "Our organization is 
founded to give, not to receive, and it should be tiioroughly understood by those 
making application for membership. However, should a helpful member come 
to want, or through sickness or affliction need help, it may be given from the 
General Fund by vote of the Corps.*' 

References. — Journal, 1902, pp. 157, 340, 341. C. R. J. 

Question. — Can a Corps use General Fund, if so voted by Corps, 

to help poor and needy persons outside the Grand Army and Relief 

Corps who are in no way related to the veterans? 

DECISION. — No. Corps cannot take money from either fund for the relief 
of outsiders. See Rules and Regulations, Chap. I, Art. H, Sects. 1 and 2. 

References. — Journal, 1902, pp. 159, 340. C R. J. 

Question, — Can the dues of a veteran's wife, when remitted, be 
paid from the Relief Fund? 

DECISION. — It is not considered relief, and should be paid from the General 
Fund. 

References. — Journal, 1903, pp. 153, 374, 380. L. J. T. 

Case. — A Society is formed by members of a Relief Corps, all 

members of that Society being members of the Corps. They elect 

their officers and proceed to raise funds for a specific purpose, but 

never use them for that purpose. After a long time the Corps 

demands the money thus accrued, claiming it to be Corps funds, 

because it was earned by Corps members, and for the purpose of 

repairing the W.R.C. Hall, which the Society finally deemed 

unwise to do. These funds were never reported in any way to the 

Corps. 

DECISION. — The Society organized for a specific purpose, although com- 
posed of Relief Corps members, had a right to dispose of its funds as the members 
deemed fit. The Corps and the Society were two distinct organizations, therefore 
the Corps had no right to demand the funds of the Society. 

Reference. — Journal, 1906, pp. 153, 310. A. A. A. 
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ARTICLE XI. 

MEMORIAL DAY. 

Section 1. The National Convention hereby ordains the 
observance of Memorial Day, on the 30th of May, enjoining its 
members to aid and assist the Grand Army of the Republic in 
commemorating the deeds of their fallen comrades, and that 
they do all in their power to bring about a proper recognition 
of the day and its sacred customs. No Corps shall give any 
entertainment on Memorial Day for the purpose of making 
money. 

Sect. 2. All contributions from Corps and Departments for 
Memorial Day in the South shall be sent through the Depart- 
ment Treasurer to the National Treasurer, who shall forward 
the same early in March, to the Quartermaster-General of the 
Grand Army of the Republic for distribution, to be used for 
expenses incident to Memorial Day. 

Sect. 3. All other expenses authorized by the National 
President for observance of Memorial Day shall be paid from 
this fund by the National Treasurer before remitting balance 
to the Quartermaster-General: 

Sect. 4. The National President should request Department 
Presidents to issue a call for contributions to the Southern 
Memorial Fund in their first General Orders of the new year. 



DECISIONS. — That the children, with a view of educating them to be 
patriotic, be assigned a part in the exercises. 

That a mound or monument be prepared beforehand, on which special floral 
offerings may be made in honor of the "unkno¥m dead/' and those who sleep 
on Sonthem battlefields. 

That the services of the day be solemn and reverent as becometh those who 
stand by the graves of men who have died that their nation might live. 

That there be no needless expense in display, especially if there are comrades, 
or their widows, or orphans, who are within reach who may be in need of help. 
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References. — Journal, 1885, reprinted edition, pp. 120, 121, 
144. K. B. S. 

DECISION. — That Corps continue their contributions each year to the 
Southern Memorial Fund, the same to be held and used when needed. 

References. — Journal, 1908, pp. 68, 226, 232, K. E. J.; Journal, 
1911, Decision 36. J. I. B. 

DECISION. — That Corps adjacent to large streams or bodies of water 
strew floral tributes on tiie waters on Memorial Day in memory of our sailor- 
soldier dead, providing that it does not seriously conflict with ceremonies of 
other patriotic organizations. 

NOTE. — The beautiful service for this ceremony has been printed in the 
Burial and Memorial Service Book. 

NOTE. — The Burial and Memorial Service for the sailor-soldier dead was 
arranged by the National Patriotic Instructor of 1903, afterward revised and 
issued in 1904 by the National President, and adopted by the Twenty-second 
National Convention. 

References. — ZonrndX, 1903, pp. 60, 349, 355, 486, L. J. T.; 
Journal, 1904, pp. 54, 217, 219, 323. S. D. W. 



DECISION. — That in accordance with the custom of the Grand Army of the 
Republic, tiie Woman's Relief Corps hold Memorial Services for members of 
the Order who have passed away during the year. 

Reference. — Journal, 1906, p. 341. A. A. A. 



DECISION. — That the time and manner of decorating the graves of the 
members of the Woman's Relief Corps be left optional with Corps, but that May 
80, and the use of the Stars and Stripes on that day, be held sacred for the 
veterans. 

Reference. — Journal, 1908, p. 362. K. E. J. 

NOTE. — Corps are not prohibited from decorating the graves of their mem- 
bers with the flag except on May 80. Committee 1914. 

References. — Journal, 1908, pp. 229, 230, 231, 232. K. E. J. 
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ARTICLE XII. 

PROXIES. 

No proxy or substitute can act or be installed in place of a 
regular representative^ either in Corps, Department, or National 
deliberative bodies of the Woman's Relief Corps. 

ARTICLE XIII. 

TITLES OF ADDRESS. 

In the meetings of the several bodies of the Woman's Relief 
Corps, officers shall be addressed' by the title of their office. 

ARTICLE XIV. 

FAST OFFICERS. 

Past officers withdrawing from the Order lose all honors they 
may have gained, but they shall be entitled to all past honors 
upon again becoming members of the Order. 



ARTICLE XV. 

ENGROSSING CHARTERS. 

Department and Detached Corps Charters must be engrossed 
at National Headquarters. 



DBCISIONS. — That whenever a charter is draped by National orders a 
yellow ribbon be used as a distinctive mark of rank. 

When charters are draped by Department orders, the red ribbon shall be used. 

When charters are draped by order of Corps President for deceased members, 
if an officer or past officer, the blue ribbon shall be used, and for a floor member, 
the red, white and blue ribbon. 

References. — Journal, 1895, pp. 175, 176, 272. E. R. W. 

DBCISION. — That the charter of a Corps and badges of our Order be draped 
in mourning for Corps members and Comrades <A the Grand Army, and that the 
Decision of Fifth National Convention relating to this matter be rescinded. 

References. — Journal, 1905, pp. 192, 334. F. E. M. 
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ARTICLE XVI. 

DISPOSITION OF CORRESPONDENCE. 

All old official correspondence^ not needed for future ref- 
erence, may be destroyed. 



ARTICLE XVII. 



CIRCULAR LETTERS. 



Circular letters shall not be considered official unless they bear 
the names of the Department President and Department Secre- 
tary or National President and National Secretary. 



ARTICLE XVIII. 

MISCELLANEOUS CONTRIBUTIONS. 

All contributions for any object of the Woman's Relief Corps 
must be turned over to Corps, Department, or National Treas- 
urer in order that Corps and Departments may receive credit 
for their contributions. Corps must forward promptly to 
Department Treasurer all contributions for funds held by De- 
partment or National Treasurer, specifying clearly for what 
fund they are intended. No appeal for contributions, however 
meritorious, shall be sent beyond the jurisdiction of a Depart- 
ment unless it emanate from National Headquarters through 
the National President, with the advice of the National Council. 



DECISION. — That National and DejMrtment Presidents, when asking for 
contributions for objects, shall especially emphasize that Corps must send all 
donations (plainly designating the purpose of each) to Department Treasurers 
to be by them forwarded to National Treasurer. 

References. — Journal, 1894, pp. 88, 249. S. C. M. 
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ARTICLE XIX. 

ALLOWANCE FOR APPOINTED NATIONAL OFFICERS. 

No specified amount shall be allowed for use of appointed 
National Officers except the National Secretary. The National 
President may authorize such expenditures by these officers as 
she deems necessary. 



ARTICLE XX. 

REVISIONS AND DECISIONS. 

All revisions authorized by the National Convention shall be 
made by the retiring National President, not later than sixty 
days after National Convention. All Decisions of National 
Conventions that affect the laws of the Order shall be incor- 
porated in Rules and Regulations. 

General Orders containing Decisions of National Convention 
shall be formulated by the retiring National President in the 
same style as those promulgated 1907 to 1912 inclusive, and 
bear the next consecutive number of the current series. 



ARTICLE XXL 

CREDENTIAL CARDS. 

The National Secretary shall issue and forward, at least thirty 
days before National Convention, National Credential Cards, 
to present National officers. Presidents of Detached Corps 
shall receive their credentials upon their arrival at Convention, 
and such notice be given them in the last National General Order 
issued before National Convention. Department Presidents 
must purchase through Department Treasurer from National 
Treasurer, Department Credential Cards, which must be issued 
and forwarded by the Department Secretary at least thirty days 
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before National Convention, to all past National officers, Past 
Department Presidents, present Department officers and dele- 
gates in their respective Departments who are voting members 
of the National Convention. 



DECISION. — A member of the National ConTOiitioii, when reported by a 
Detached Corps to which she belongs, as in good standing, shall receive her 
credential from the National Secretary. 

Reference. — Journal, 1906, p. 362. A. A. A. 



ARTICLE XXII. 

BADGES. 

Section 1. The membership badge of the Woman's Relief 
Corps shall be, in form and material, that adopted at National 
Convention held in Minneapolis, July 23, 1884, and no other 
shall be worn as the badge of the Woman's Relief Corps, ex- 
cept that prescribed for Officers and Past Officers, and must be 
obtained from National Headquarters through the proper chan- 
nels. This badge is a Maltese cross of copper bronze with the 
Grand Army medallion center, suspended from a bar pin (bear- 
ing the initials "F. C. L." — Fraternity, Charity, Loyalty) by 
a red, white and blue ribbon, one and one-half inches long in the 
clear and one and one-fourth inches in width. . 

Sect. 2. The official badge is the same, except that the bar- 
pin designates the office, and the ribbon is of solid color, blue 
designating the Corps, red the Department, and yellow the Na- 
tional. This badge may be worn by all Corps, Department, or 
National officers in the Woman's Relief Corps, when on duty 
or on occasions of ceremony. 

Sect. 3. Assistant Inspectors, Assistant Instituting and In- 
stalling Officers, Department or National, shaU wear a white 
ribbon one-half inch wide over the ribbon of their badges, length- 
wise in the center. 



s 




Noa. 1 and 2 represent the offldal electrotypei of the 

Wom&n's Relief Corps badge. 

No. 3 represents the Recognition pin. 



Corps will be supplied onl; through their Department Headquarters. 
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Sect. 4. The Memorial Badge is a neat bow of black gros- 
grain ribbon, one inch wide, fastened just above the badge so 
as to partly conceal it. 

Case. — A Corps in the Department procures a special Memorial 

badge, each member paying for her own. A member takes her 

transfer, joins another Corps, and refuses to sell her badge to the 

Corps to which she formerly belonged. What can be done to 

recover the badge? 

DECISION. — The special Memorial badge is the personal property pf the 
owner, and she cannot be forced to dispose of it. The Corps has no clajm to it. 

Referencea. — Journal, 1894, pp. 104, 105, 287. S. C. M. 



Sect. 5. The Recognition Pin is a small Maltese cross of 
copper bronze, bearing the initials "W.R.C." and "1883" 
(the year of National organization) on its points. Has raised 
center-piece, with " F. C. L." on diagonal bar. Is also made in 
gold and rolled-gold plate with center in tri-colored enamel 
The pin is designed as means of recognition among members. 

Sect. 6. Past officers are entitled to wear the past rank 
badge of the highest position they have held in the Woman's 
Relief Corps. Past rank is designated as follows: To the bar 
pin of Past Corps officers is suspended a copper bronze shield. 
To the bar pin of Past Department officers a silver shield. To 
the bar pin of Past National officers, a red Geneva cross. To 
the bar pin of Past National Aides a gilt or gold shield. 

Question. — If a member is regularly elected and installed as 
President and serve in that capacity from January imtil May and 
then resign, is she entitled to a Past President's badge? 

DECISION. — No officer in the Woman's Relief Corps who has not served a 

full term; or been elected to fill a vacancy and served the remainder of a term, 

is entitled to a past officer's badge. 

References. — Journal, 1887, reprinted edition, pp. 158, 278. 
E. D. K. 



\ 
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Question, — Should members of a Corps who are Department or 
Paat Department officers wear Department badges at Corps meet- 
ings? 

DBCISION. — They may when not Coriw officers. Such, while in office, 
should wear the badge designating the same. 

References. — Journal, 1888, reprinted edition, pp. 108, 164. 
£j. S. M. 

Qtiestum. — When a Corps officer or past officer moves from one 

Department to another, does she have to buy a floor member's 

badge, or can she retain her past officer's? 

DBCISION. — If she become a member in anotiier Department by transfer 
she may retain her past officer's badge. 

References. — Journal, 1889, reprinted edition, pp. 19, 183. 
O. R. C». 

Question (one). — Can a Past President wear a gold badge at 

Corps meetings in place of regular bronze badge of the Order? 

DBCISION. — No. A gold badge may be worn by its owner in addition, but 
is not considered in good taste, except on occasions of ceremony. 

Question (two) . — Can a Corps vote to give a past rank badge 
to a Corps President, she having resigned before her term expired? 
DBCISION. — No. An officer not serving until the end of her term is not 
entitled to past rank. 

References. — Journal, 1888, reprinted edition, pp. 104, 106, 
164. E. S. H. 

Sect. 7. No member shall be allowed to sit in Corps meeting 
or Convention without wearing the badge, unless excused by 
vote in special cases. 

Case. — ^The Rules provide that "no member shall be allowed to 

sit in Corps meeting or Convention without wearing the badge, 

except excused by vote in special cases." If a member does remain 

without her badge, and without being excused, is it legal for her 

to cast a ballot for a candidate? 

DBCISION. — While the Rules provide "that no member shall sit in a Corps 
meeting without her badge, except excused by vote of the Corps,*' no penalty 
has been provided for the breaking of said rule; and if a member be allowed to 
remain at a Corps meeting, she cannot be deprived of any of her privileges as a 
Corps member, and a ballot taken at such a time would be legaL 

References. — Journal, 1894, pp. Ill, 325. S. C. M. 
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Sect. 8. Corps officers' badges, are Corps property, belong 
to the Corps, and revert with office. Badges of all Department 
and National Officers, both elected and appointed, belong to and 
revert with office^ Retired officers desiring past rank badges 
must procure them through their Corps Treasurers. 

Sect. 9. Officers of new Corps having paid for, but not re- 
ceived a membership badge, shall, upon retiring from office, 
receive from the Corps a past rank badge. 

Sect. 10. Before receiving an honorable discharge from the 
Order, members must return their badge to the Corps of which 
they are a member, for which they shall receive forty cents, 
the regular price of badge. 

Sect. 11. A member of a disbanded Corps, having taken a 
transfer card, and not placed the same in another Corps before 
the end of the year, is no longer a member of the Order, and 
must return her badge to the Department Treasurer, who shall 
pay the regular price therefor. 

Sect. 12. Officers of disbanded Corps are entitled to past 
officers' badges, provided they join another Corps in the same 
Department before the expiration of their transfer card. 

Question. — Has a person, no longer a member of the Woman's 
Relief Corps, any right to wear a badge of the Order? 

DECISION. — She certainly has no moral right to wear the badge of any order 
to which she no longer belongs. 

References. — Journal, 1887, reprinted edition, pp. 156, 278. 
E. D. K. 

Question (one). — It often happens that members leaving the 
Order desire to retain their badges. The question is frequently 
asked, "Can they do so by vote of the Corps?" 

DECISION. — No. The Corps has no jurisdiction in the matter. Such a vote 

would be illegal, and the action would be null and toid. 

Question (two). — How can members be compelled to return their 
badges? 

DECISION. — When a member desires to withdraw, she should be requested 
to return her badge to the Treasurer, and the badge should be in the hands of 
the Treasurer hefore the discharge card is given. 
See Ritual, p. 25, Obligation. 
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NOTB. — It is now the Uw that a jaember on leaTlnc the Order ahall deliver 
her badge or badges to the Corps of which she is last a member, Conw paying 
regular price for the same (see R. ft R., Chap, n. Art n. Sect 1 ). This includes 
all badges issued by National authority, either present or past rank, but not gold 
or souvenir badges. 

Reference. — Ritual, p. 49. 

ARTICLE XXIII. 

STANDING COMMITTEE ON REVISION. 

Section 1. The Standing Committee on Revision shall con- 
sist of three members, to be elected one for one year, one for two 
years and one for three years, and annually thereafter one for 
three years. 

Sect. 2. All proposed changes and amendments to the Rules 
and Regulations, Red Book, Ritual, Service Books, Blanks and 
all other forms used by authority of National Convention, shall 
be referred to the Standing Committee on Revision. . 

Sect. 3. The Standing Committee on Revision shall make 
necessary revisions in all blanks when new editions are printed. 

decision. — ^That the Standing Committee on Revision be given full power 
to make Rules and Regulations, Ritual, Red Book, and Blanks conform. 

Reference. — Journal, 1911, p. 421. B. C. H. 

ARTICLE XXIV. 

STANDING COMMITTEE ON LEGISLATION. 

Section 1. The Standing Committee on Legislation shall 
consist of three members, to be elected one for one year, one for 
two years, and one for three years, and annually thereafter one 
for three years. 

Sect. 2. This Committee shall have charge of all legislative 
work for the Woman's Relief Corps, except that of the Widows' 
Pension Committee. 

DECISION. — That a Legislative Committee of three be elected, one for one 
year, one for two years, and one for three years, and annually thereafter one for 
three years, who shall have charge of this and all other legislative work of the 
Woman's Relief Corps, with the exception of the Widows' Pension Committee, 
and that all legislation adverse to this action be rescinded. 

Reference. — Journal, 1912, p. 356. C. M. D. 
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ARTICLE XXV. 

HONOBARY MEMBERS. 

Section 1. The Woman's Relief Corps, Auxiliary to the 
Grand Army of the Republic, as further evidence of their esteem 
and affection, has voted that all Comrades of the Grand Army 
of the Republic shall be, and they now are, Honorary Members 
of the Woman's Relief Corps. 

Sect. 2. They shall be admitted to the meetings of any Corps, 
the same as Corps members, except as hereinafter provided. 

Sect. 3. No signal or password shall be required of them, the 
Grand Army button being the only identification necessary for 
admission of Honorary Members. 

Sect. 4. They shall not be entitled to vote, nor be present at 
any meeting during discussion of, or action upon matters of 
discipline. 

ARTICLE XXVI. 

ALTERATIONS AND AMENDMENTS. 

The Rules and Regulations of the Woman's Relief Corps shaU 
be altered or amended only at a regular session of the National 
Convention, by a two-thirds vote of those present and voting, 
providing notice of such proposed changes has been promulgated 
in National General Orders at least thirty days previous, one 
copy of which shall be forwarded to each representative of the 
National Convention. 

All proposed changes and amendments to the Rules and 
Regulations, Ritual, Service Books, blanks, and all other forms 
used by authority of the National Convention shall be referred 
to the Standing Committee on Revision. 



DECISION. — All resolutions or recommendations that contemplate any 
chances in Rules and Regulations, Ritual, or Service Book, must appear in 
General Orders, at least thirty days prior to National Convention, and to ac- 
complish this they must be in the hands of the National Secretary on or before 
July 1st. 

Reference. — Journal, 1906, p. 397. A. A. A. 
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ARTICLE XXVII. 

OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS. 

CommunicationB are to be made on letter paper, folded in 
three equal parts, and indorsed on the first fold in the following 
manner: 

Headquarters Corps, No. 

Department of W. 

Auxiliary to the G. 

• ...• ••••••••••.•••••I X«7. . . • 



W.R.C., [ 
LA.R. ) 



A B 

President. 
[Here give brief statement of contents.] 

Reply will be made by indorsement through the different 
channels required. Members address Corps Secretaries; Corps 
Presidents, the Department Secretary; Department Presidents, 
the National Secretary. From National Headquarters to Corps 
the reverse rule is followed. The National Secretary addresses 
the Department President, and the Department Secretary the 
Corps President. 

As a matter of convenience, the Department Secretary may 
address the National Secretary on subjects of routine business. 

FORMS FOR CORRESPONDENCE. 
[For a Member in the Corps.] 

A D , 

Secretary Corps, No 

Madam: 

I respectfully ask a decision on the following point: 

Yours in F., C. and L, 

L L 



\ 
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[Corps to Department.] 

..W.R.C., ) 
G.A.R. i" 

• • • • f X «7 • . • • 



Headquarters. . . .Corps, No.. . .Department 

Auxiliary to the 



Secretary Department of 

Madam: 

Yours in F,, C, and L. 

VJT . . . • XI • • . . 

Corps President 



[Department to National Headquarters.] 

Headquarters Department op W.R.C, ) 

Auxiliary to the G.A.R. > 

National Secretary, W.R.C. 

Madam: 

********** 

Yours in -P., C. and L, 

K L 

Department President. 



GENERAL ORDERS. 

Orders received by Corps must be read in regular order of 
business, at the next meeting after being received. No vote is 
necessary on their reception. If business is suggested, it lies 
over imtil ''New Business"; otherwise the orders wiU be duly 
filed. All official orders issued by Corps and Departments will 
follow in style and size those issued from National Headquarters. 
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Thb Official Orders of a Corps will be signed: 

By order of A B , Corps President. 



D , 

Corps Secretary, 



[Of a Department.] 

By command of E F , Department President. 

Department Secretary. 



[Of National Headquarters.] 

By command of I J , National President. 

K L , 

National Secretary. 

Question. — Which is correct, "General Order" or "General 
Orders"? 

DECISION. — "General Orders" is correct. Each National and Department 
President issues a series of Orders, every one of which is one of the series of 
Orders, not Order, and should so appear. 

References. — Journal, 1894, pp. 116-325. S. C. M. 

DECISION. — When both National and Department General Orders are to 
be read to the Corpst the former should be read first See page 70. 

References. — Journal 1907, pp. 104, 183. C. R. S. 
DECISION. — That unless otherwise ordered by Department Presidents, 
General Orders be sent direct from the printer to Department Secretaries. 

References. — Journal, 1911, pp. 98, 382. B. C. H. 
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RULES OF ORDER 

FOR THE NATIONAL CONVENTION. 
[May also he t^ed in so far as they apply in Department Conventions,] 



Section 1. Order of Business. 

1. Opening of the National Convention in due form 

2. Calling Roll of Officers. 

3. Report of Committee on Creientiah. appointed prior to 
Convention, the National Secretary, Chairman. 

4. Calling Roll of Members. 

5. Reports of officers, beginning with that of the National Presi- 
dent. 

6. Appointment of committees, to consist of five members each, 
as follows: 

Ist. Conmiittee on Resolutions. 

2d. Committee on Reports of Officers. 

3d. Committee on Rules and Regulations and Ritual. 

7. Reception and reference of communications from Department 
Conventions, to be called according to seniority. 

8. Reception and refei^nce of communications from individuals. 

9. Reports of Committees. 

10. Unfinished business. 

1 1 . New business. 

12. Election and Installation of Officers. 

13. Form of Roll-call Preceding Election of Officers: 

1. National Officers. 

2. Past National Officers on the Roll. 

3. Departments: As the name of Department is called the 
Department President, or in her absence the Chairman 
of the Delegation, shall rise and annoimce the number 
of delegates actually present in Convention from her 
Department. 

4. Detached Corps as printed in the Roll. 

14. The report of the Committee on Resolutions shall be pre- 
sented not later than the morning of the second day. 
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15. At the second and each succeeding session the minutes of 
the preceding session shall be read immediately after the opening 
ceremonies. This shall also be done before the closing exercises at 
the last session. 

16. The most important business, including the election of 
officers, shall be made the special order of business not later than 
the afternoon of the second day. 

17. This order of business may be suspended at any time for a 
definite purpose by a two-thirds vote of the National Convention, 
to be taken without debate. 

Sect. 2. The National President shall state every question 
properly presented to the National Convention, and before putting 
it to vote shall ask, "Is the Convention ready for the question?" 
Should no member offer to speak, she shall rise to put the question ; 
and, after she has risen, no further discussion will be in order. 

Sect. 3. The National President may speak to points of order 
in preference to other members, rising for that purpose. She shall 
announce all votes and decisions, and decide questions of order, 
subject to an appeal to the National Convention by any two mem- 
bers, which appeal, if required, shall be in writing. 

Sect. 4. When an appeal is taken from the decision of the pre- 
siding officer, said officer shall surrender the chair to the officer 
next in rank, who shall put the question thus: "Shall the decision 
of the chair stand as the judgment of the National Conven- 
tion?" 

Sect. 5. When the decision of any vote is doubted, the National 
President shall direct the National Secretary to coimt the vote in 
the affirmative and negative, and report the result to her. 

Sect. 6. When two or more members rise to speak at the same 
time, the National President will decide who is entitled to the floor. 

Sect. 7. A motion must be seconded and stated by the National 
President before any action thereon is in order, and, if required by 
any two members, shall be reduced to writing. 

Sect. 8. A motion may be withdrawn by the mover and seconder 
before a vote is had thereon; and, if withdrawn, no record thereof 
shall be made on the minutes. 
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Sect. 9. The name of a member making a motion or offering any 
business shall be entered on the minutes. 

Sect. 10. A division of a question containing two or more dis- 
tinct propositions may be demanded by any member. 

Sect. 11. Should a member wish to speak, she will rise and 
respectfully address the National President, confining her remarks 
to the question before the National Convention, and avoid per- 
sonalities and imbecoming language. 

Sect. 12. No member shall be interrupted while speaking, 
except by a call to order or by a member to explain. 

Sect. 13. No member shall speak more than twice upon the 
same question, except for Explanation when misrepresented, nor 
longer than ten minutes at any time, without a vote of the National 
Convention, to be taken without debate. 

Sect. 14. No member shall, in debate, impeach the motiv^ of 
a fellow-member, treat her with persotial disrespect, or pass between 
her and the chair while she is speaking. 

Sect. 15. Any conversation calculated to disturb a member 
while speaking, or to hinder the transaction of business, shall be 
deemed a violation of order, and, if persisted in, shall incur censure. 

Sect. 16. On questions of order there shall be no debate, unless 
the National President shall invite it or unless an appeal is taken. 

Sect. 17. When a> member is called to order, she shall at once 
take her seat until her point of order is decided. 

Sect. 18. When a member is called to order for words spoken 
in debate, the objectionable words shall, if required, be reduced 
to writing. 

Sect. 19. When a question is before the National Convention, 
the only motions in order shall be: 

1. To adjourn. 

2. To lay on the table. 

3. The previous question. 

4. To postpone indefinitely. 

5. To postpone to a definite period. 

6. To postpone. 

7. To refer. 

8. To amend. 
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To take precedence in the order named, and the first three to 
be decided without debate. 

Sect. 20. When the previous question is moved and seconded, 
it shall preclude all other motions and debate. It shall be put in 
this form: ''Shall the main question be now put?" If decided in 
the affirmative, the vote shall be at once taken, without debate, 
and in the same order as if the previous question had not been 
ordered. 

Sect. 21 . A motion to adjourn shall always be in order, except : 

1. While a member is speaking. 

2. While a vote is being taken. 

3. When to adjourn was the last preceding motion. 

A motion to adjourn cannot be amended, but, when to adjourn 
to a given time or place, it is open to amendment or debate. 

Sect. 22. The reading of *any paper relating to the subject 
under consideration shall always be in order. 

Sect. 23. When a blank is to be filled, the question shall be first 
taken on the highest sum or number, or longest time, or in the order 
of nomination, if it is to be filled with the name of a person. 

Sect. 24. The yeas and nays may be required and entered upon 
the minutes at the call of any three members representing differ- 
ent D partment^, as provided in Chap. IV, Art. VII, Rules and 
Regulations. 

Sect. 25. When a matter is postponed indefinitely, it shall not 
again be in order at the same session of the National Convention. 

Sect. 26. But two amendments can be pending at the same 
time. 

Sect. 27. A motion to reconsider shall be in order at any time 
during the same session of the National Convention, but must 
be made by those voting with the majority, or those voting in the 
negative in the case of equal division. A motion to reconsider 
once mlide and negatived shall not be renewed at the same session. 

Sect. 28. All reports and resolutions must be submitted in 
writing, and, whei from a committee, they must be signed by a 
majority of such committee. 
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Sect. 29. All members entitled to vote shall vote on all ques- 
tions, imless excused by a vote of the National Convention, to be 
taken without debate. 

Sect. 30. When a majority report is followed by a report from 
the minority of a committee, the former, after being read, shall lie 
upon the table until the latter is presented, after which, upon 
motion, either may be considered. 

Sect. 31. When a report has been read, it shall be considered 
properly before the National Convention without any motion to 
accept. • 

Sect. 32. When a report is submitted with a resohition attached, 
action shall be had on the resolution only, unless the report be con- 
sidered improper or incomplete, when it shall be recommitted. 
When no resolution accompanies the report, such report may be 
altered or amended. 

Sect. 33. No report or resolution properly before the National 
Convention shaU be withdrawn without its permission, to be given 
or refused without debate. 

Sect. 34. -Questions not debatable: 

1. To adjoiun, when to adjourn simply. 

2. To lav on the table. 

3. For the previous question. 

4. To take up any particular item of business. 

5. Granting leave to speak. 

6. Granting leave to withdraw a report or resolution. 

7. To excuse from voting. 

8. Questions of order, where no appeal has been taken, or 
where the National President has been invited to discuss. 

Sect. 35. These Rules of Order may be alteitsa or amended at 
any regular session of the National Convention, upon proposition 
in writing and by a two-thirds vote of those present and voting. 
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FUNDS, APPROPRIATIONS, TAXES. 

DECISIONS IN FORCE. MAY. 1914. 

NOTE. — The Relief Fond (to be dislmned bj Natfonal President tbsongh 
T9gdUa dunneli) is authorized by Rules and Regulations, Chapter V, Art. X. 
This Fund has usually been sufiported by transfer from General Fund of $00 
per annum, such transfer being temporarily discontinued by order of the Twenty- 
Ninth National CouTention. 

The Special Funds held by National Treasurer as dirisions of the General 
Fund are: 

The Southern Memorial Fund (presented the Grand Army of tiie Republic 
for use on Memorial Day in the South) authorised by Rules and Regulations, 
Chapter V, Art ZVIIL This Fund is supported by Toluntaiy contributions from 
Corps, in response to calls issued through regular channels. By decision of 
Twenty-Nintii National Convention, such call is continued. 

The Emergency Fund (for relief of TOterans and Teterans' families who may 
be Tictims of disaster on land and sea) established by the Twenty-Second 
National Convention. The balance in Kansas Relief Fund ($141.60 ) was used 
as a nucleus, increased by the balance in Texas Relief Fund ($C11.9S ) and the 
Fund thereafter supported by the transfer of one-tenth the per capita tax. Such 
transfer was ordered "discontinued until needed," by the Twenty-Fiftii National 
Convention. 

The Army Nurse Fund, established by the Twenty-Eighth National Conven- 
tion in the sum of $1,000, to be used fo^ the needs of Army Nurses who do 
not receive pensions and by reason of advanced age cannot provide for them- 
selves the comforts they deserve. 

The Permanent Fund (to be held sacred to the Grand Army of the Republic ) 
authorised by the Twenty-Ninth National Convention in an appropriation of 
$1,000, a like sum to be added each year, also all interest accruing from Perma- 
nent Fund. 

DECISION. — When the state of the General Fund will not permit this 
transfer the National President may call upon the Corps for voluntary contri- 
bution as a Thanksgiving o£Fering to this fund, which shall be held sacred for 
the benefit of the Grand Army of the Republic. 

References. — Journal, 1913, pp. 65, 338. G. E. F. 

DECISION. — That $MW be allowed National President for traveling ex- 
penses, with especial regard to visiting the weaker Departments in the West 
and Soutii. 

References. — Journal, 1897, pp. 107, 313, 315. A. H. 

DECISION. — That $160 be aUowed National President for an assistant in 
her office. 

References. — Journal, 1891, pp. 46, 254. M. S. McH. 
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DBCISIOIT. — That the retiring National President be allowed a sum suffi- 
cient to cover all of her expenses while editing the Journal, or in itreparing for 
the printer any work entrusted to her, for which an itemized bill shall be pre- 
sented through the National President to the National Treasurer. The amount 
allowed for above-named expenses not to exceed three hundred dollars. 

References. — Journal, 1913, pp. 82, 338, 341. G. E. F. 

DECISION. — That the salary of National Secretary be 960 per month. 
References, — Journal, 1902, pp. 53, 313. C. R. J. 

DECISION. — That the salary of the National Treasurer be 960 per month. 
References. — Journal, 1902, pp. 53, 313. C. R. J. ^ 

DECISION. — That 9i0 per month be allowed National Treasurer for rent 
of stock room« 

Reference. — Journal, 1908, p. 274. K. E. J. 

I 

DECISION. — That 975 be allowed National Treasurer annually for derk 
hire. 

Reference. — Journal, 1904, p. 279. S. D. W. 

DECISION. — That a Christmas gift of 910 be given each needy Army Nurse. 
Reference. — Journal, 1909, p. 386. M. L. G. 

DECISION. — That express and freight charges be prepaid by National 
on all orders amounting to ten or more dollars, from Departments of less than 
1,500 members. 

References. — Journal, 1913, pp. 75, 340. G. E. F. 

DECISION. — That freight charges be prepaid by National on orders for flags 
and flag stands to the amount of 915, sent to one Department at one time. 

Reference. — Journal, 1900, p. 333. H. J. B. 

DECISION. — That legitimate expenses of the Order» in afllliation with the 
National Council of Women, be paid from General Fund. 

References. — Journal, 1904, pp. 55, 221, 222. S. D. W. 

NOTE. — Dues paid by the Woman's Relief Corps to the National Council 
of Women are 980 for the triennial period, paid in the sum of 910 annually. 
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DECISION. — That necessary expenses incorred in preparing new Red Book 
be rendered on itemized bills and paid by National Treasurer on approval of 

National President. 

Reference. — Journal, 1911, p. 384. B. C. H. 

NOTE. — The Taxes of the Woman'p Relief Corps per quarter for each 
member in good standing are: 

Members to Corps, a sum optional with Corps. 

Corps to Departments, optional with Departments, not, however, to exceed 
91 per annum. 

Departments to National, optional with National, not, however to exceed 
twenty-four cents per annum. 

NOTE. — Detached Corps pay taxes to National in the sum of five cents per 
quarter for each member in good standing. 

NOTE. — The per capita tax paid by Departments to National is two and one- 
half cents per quarter for each member in good standing. 

Reference. — Journal, 1913, p. 441. G. E. F. 

NOTE. — The per capita tax for Provisional Departments is two and one half- 
cents per quarter for each member in good standing. 

Reference. — Journal, 1913, p. 441. G. E. F. 



J 
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LETTERS DESIGNATING FREE BUNKS 

(EXGEPrme fobm w). 



A. — Corps Secretary. 

B. — Department Secretary. (Tabulated.) 
fC. — Department Secretary. (Consolidated.) 

D. — Corps Treasurer. 

E. — Department Treasurer. (Tabulated.) 
fF. — Department Treasurer. (Consolidated.) 

G. — Assistant Instituting and Installing Officer. (Coros.) 
*H. — Department Instituting and Installing Officer. (Dept.) 
*HH. — Department Instituting and Installing Officer. (Tabulated.) 
*I. — National Instituting and Installing Officer. (Tabulated.) 
J. — Corps Chaplain "Memorial Day Blank. 
*JJ. — Detached Corps " Memorial Day " Blank. 
*K . — Department Chaplain . (Tabulated . ) 
*KK. — Department Chaplain. (Consolidated.) 

L. — Corps Election Returns. (Corps Installing Officer's Report.) 
fM. — Department Election Returns. (Dept. Installing Officer's Report.) 
N. — Corps Relief Reports. 
*0. — Assistant Department Inspector. 
*P. — Department Inspector. (Tabulated.) 
*R. — Department Inspector. (Department Headquarters.) 
*S. — National Inspector. (Tabulated from Form R.) 
*U. — Detached Corps Inspection. 
*UU. — Detached Corps Inspection. (Tabulated.) 

*V. — Corps Patriotic Instructor. 
*W. — Department Patriotic Instructor. (Tabulated.) 
*VW. — Department Patriotic Instructor. (Consolidated.) 

W. — Corps Treasurer's Report for Corps use only. (This is not a free 
blank.) 
' *X. — Corps Press Correspondent. 
*XX. — Department Press Correspondent. (Tabulated.) 
*XXX, — Department Press Correspondent. (Consolidated.) * 
Corps Treasurers' Bonds. 
Chaj*ter Application Blanks. 
Corps Requisition Books (20 in book with stubs). 
Department Requisition Books (50 in book with stubs). 

All blanks, etc., in above list must be ordered by Department Treasurer from National 
Treasurer on regular requisition blanks, except those marked * and f. 

^Blanks marked with (*) are not issued by National Treasurer but are sent by the 
respective National officers unless otherwise provided. 

tBlanks C, F and M are furnished by National Secretary. 
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FREE BLANKS 

TO BE DISTRIBUTED AS FOLLOWS: 



Department Secretaries to Corps Presidents, Forms A, D, J. L 
and N, also Corps Treasurers' Bonds; and to the officer aes- 
ignated to institute a Corps, Form G. (See Chap. Ill, Art. 
VI, Sect. 3.) 

Dei>artment Patriotic Instructors, Form V to Corps Patriotic 
Instructors. (See Chap. Ill, Art. VI, Sect. 9.) 

National Secretary forwards Forms C, F and M to Department 
Presidents; and" Forms A, D, L, N, and Corps Treasurer's 
Bonds to Detached Corps Presidents; and to the officer 
designated to institute a Detached Corps, Form G. (See 
Chap. IV, Art. VI, Sect. 3.) 

National Chaplain forwards Memorial Day blank. Form JJ, to 
Detached Corps Presidents, and Department Chaplain's 
blanks. Forms K and KK, to Department Chaplains. (See 
Chap. IV, Art. VI, Sect. 5.) 

National Inspector forwards Forms O, P and R to Department 
Inspectors, and Form U to Detached Corps. (See Chap. V, 
Art. V, Sect. 4.) 

National Instituting and Installing Officer forwards Form H 
and Form HH to Department Instituting and InstaUing 
Officers. (See Chap. IV, Art. VI, Sect. 8.) 

National Patriotic Instructor forwards Form V to Detached Corps 
Presidents, and Forms V, VV and VVV to Department 
Patriotic Instructors. (See Chap. IV, Art. VI, Sect. 9.) 

National Press Correspondent forwards Form X to Detached 
Corps Presidents, and Forms X, XX and XXX to Depart- 
ment Press Correspondents. (See Chap. IV, Art. VI, 
Sect. 10.) 
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SUPPLIES AND BLANKS 

TO BE ORDERED AS FOLLOWS: 



The Nationfd Treasurer orders all supplies under direction of 
National President. (See Chap. IV, Art. VI, Sect. 4.) 

All Supplies necessary for Corps and Department use (unless 
otherwise provided for) are carried in stock by National 
Treasurer. All such supplies must be procured through 
Department Treasurers from the National Treasurer, (^e 
Chap. II, Art. VIII, Sect. 17.) 

All Reyisions authorized by the National Convention shall be 
made by the retiring Nation^J President not later than sixty 
days after National Convention. (See Chap. V, Art. XX.) 

All National Officers should order, immediately after revisions are 
completed, the supplies and blanks necessary for their use, 
as follows: 

National Treasurer. All supplies necessary for Corps and De- 
partment use. including Forms A, B, D, E, G, J, L, N and W. 
Also all blanks for National Officers, subject to approval of 
the National President. 

National Secretary, through National Treasurer, Forms C, F and 
M, subject to approval of National President. 

National Chaplain, through National Treasurer, Forms J J, K and 
KK, subject to approval of National President. 

National Inspector, through National Treasurer, Forms O, P, R, 
S, U and UU, subject to approval of National President. 

National Instituting and Installing Officer, through National 
Treasurer, Forms H, HH and I, subject to approval of 
National President. 

National Patriotic Instructor, through National Treasure*, Forms 
V, VV and VVV, subject to approyal of National President. 

National Press Correspondent, through National Treasurer, 
Forms X, XX and XXX, subject to approval of National 
President. 



\ 
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INDEX. 



ABSENCE. FAGS 

Of regular officer 63, 64. 66, 90 

Of President, Vioe-Presidents and Secretary 66 

In delegation 79. 80. 83, 110. 113 

Of charter 46, 47. 83 

ACTS. 

Appeals from 144 

ADMISSION TO MEMBERSHIP I . . . 42. 51 

As charter members 28, 31. 32 

In organised Corps 42, 49 

By transfer 49-51 

By reinstatement 54-56, 138, 139 

Of applicant outside territorial limits 48 

Irregular, cannot be legalised 138, 139 

AIDES 109, 110, 12S, 129 

Department 109, 110 

National 128, 129 

Not officers 110, 129 

Entitled to commissions 93, 129 

ALLOWANCE FOR APPOINTED NATIONAL OFFICERS .... 158 

ALTERATIONS AND AMENDMENTS 165 

To Corps By-Laws '. 81 

To Department By-Laws 112 

To Rules and Regulations 165 

To Rules of Order 173 

ALTERNATE-AT-LARGE Ill, 114 

ALTERNATES. 

To Dkpartmxnt Convsntion ^ . 79, 80, 85 

Election, term of service 79, 85 

Vacancies among, how filled 64, 85 

Number, how determined by Corps 84 

• Represent not persons but absences and vacancies 80 

To National Convention 111,112,114 

Election, duties Ill, 114 

Vacancies among, how filled 89 

Number, how determined 114 

Entitled to seat when 111. 114 

On roll of National Convention 89 

ANDERSONVILLE PRISON PROPERTY 17, 18 

Acquirement and improvement of 17 

Transfer to United States Government 18 
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PAOB 

APPEALS 142-144 

May be taken only on questionB of law 142 

Time limit for taking T 142 

Should be forwarded immediately 143 

True copy should be forwarded when 143 

Stages of authority for decision 142 

APPLICANTS. 
Fob Chabtxb. 

CoriM 28 

Department 82 

National 11 

Fob Mbmbbbship. 

Recommended and investigated by 43 

Elected 46 

Rejected 47 

Proven unworthy after election 48 

APPLICATION. 

For Corps Chabtxb. 

How signed, accompanied, endorsed 28 

Objectionable names on 31 

Fob Dbpabtmbnt Chabtkb. 

How ngned» how accompanied 82 

For Mbmbbbship. 

How signed, accompanied, endorsed 42, 43 

Power of Attorney recognised in signing 42 

Strangers should not sign as vouchers - 51 

How presented and referred 43 

Must be presented at regular meeting 43 

May be withdrawn 43 

InvestijEation, report, ballot 43-46 

By transfer, how accompanied, ballot upon 50 

By readmission from honorable discharge, how accompanied, 

ballot 52, 55 

By readmission from dishonorable discharge, how approved 56 
By reinstatement from dishonorable discharge, how signed, 

approved, ballot upon 56 

APPOINTMENT. 

Of Corps officers and committees 62, 63 

Of Department ofScers and committees 89 

Of National officers and committees 117 

Of Assistant Department Inspectors : . 80, 140 

Of Department and National Aides 80, 117 

For Department Convention, eligibility to 91 

Terms of appcantees expire with 59 

Appointees may be removed 59 

EUgibilityto 59,86.91,115 

APPROPRIATIONS 174-176 

• 
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PAOS 

ARMY NURSES. 

Beneficiaries of the Order 75 

Claims of, oar6 of 92 

Death of 97 

Fund for assistanoe of 174 

ARREARAGES 136-139 

MSUBEBS. 

In arrears six months, penalties for 136 

In arrears one year or more, penalty for 138 

How reported on quarterly reports 136 

COBPS. 

In arrears, penalties for - . . . . 139 

When dropped from Department 139 

Departments. 

In arrears, penalty for 139 

ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION ^ 19-21 

ASSISTANT OFFICERS. 

Assistant Conductor and Assistant Guard 73 

Assistant Department Inspectors 102, 103, 139-141 

AUDITING COMMITTEE. 

Corps. 

Duties, meetings, report 76 

Majority necessary to audit 76 

Called together by 77 

Substitutes may be appointed when 77 

Department. 

Selection of, duties, meetings 94, 109 

National. 

Expert accountant, quarterly ^ 122 

AUTHORITIES ON LAW. 

Rules and Regulations 23 

Red Book 3, 5, 6 

Beath's Blue Book 23, 24 

AUXILIARY. 

To Grand Army of the Republic 9, 10 

BADGES 159-164 

When received, where and when worn 49 

Must be returned when 42, 163, 164 

May be draped when 156 

Priee of 29, 42, 163 

Officers of disbanded Corps, when entitled to 163 

Membership 159, 160 

Officers' (Corps, Department, National) 159 

Officers' badges revert with office 42, 163 

Assistant Inspectors' and I. and I. Officers' 159 
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PAGS 

BADGES. 

Aides' 129 

Memorial 161 

Past Officers' 161 

Reoognition Pin 160, 161 

BALLOT. 

On Application fob Membership 42-46 

By transfer 49 

By reinstatement 55, 138 

By reinstatement of dishonorably discharged member .... 66 

Separate ballot for each applicant 44 

How distributed and collected 60 

Must not be influenced by personal prejudice 45 

I May be set aside when and by whom 48, 94 

Mistakes in balloting 44, 45 

I In Election. 

Of Corps officers 60,61 

' Of Department officers 87 

I Of National officers 116 

All blanks ignored in counting 61 

I Name receiving fewest votes dropped when 61 

' Secretary may cast ballot, when, how 61, 62 

BEATH'S BLUE BOOK 23, 24 

I BLANKS. 

How ordered 178 

Free, how distributed 177 

Free, how ordered to save expense 93 

BONDS 150, 151 

Approved and held by 151 

Corps Treasurers' 71, 150 

Department Treasurers' 100, 151 

National Treasurers' 120, 151 

National Secretaries' 120, 151 

BY-LAWS. 

COBPS. 

How adopted, approved, amended 30, 81 

Must be consistent with 81 

Members must subscribe to 49 

Provision for sick beneflts not allowed 91 

Depabtment. 

How adopted, how amended 112 

Must be consistent with 112 

CARDS. 

Credential 158 

Visiting 51 

Transfer 52 

Honorable discharge 55 
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CHAPLAIN. PAQB 

CoriM 72 

Department 100, 101, 102 

National 123 

CHARTER BOOK (DEPARTMENT) 34 

CHARTERS 28, 42 

COBPB. 

AppUeation for, how signed, endorsed, aeeompanied 28 

May be issued, may be withheld 31 

Shall be held open one month 31, 32 

Roving, not allowed 29 

May show both organisation and detaohment 34 

Where engroesed '41 

Of detached Corps, where engrossed 156 

Absenoe of , . 46, 47 

May be draped when 156 

Error in, how eorreoted 32 

Mutilated, how destroyed 33 

Voluntary surrender 34, 35, 37 

Surrender on demand of Post 35, 36 

Revoked, suspended, annulled 37-39 

Of reorganised Corps 39 

Of oonsolidated Corps 40, 41 

Of transferred Corps 41 

By whom signed 32, 34 

DXPARTMENT. 

Application for, how signed and accompanied 82 

Where engrossed 166 

Absence of 82, 83 

May be draped when 156 

Lost, how replaced 82, 83 

National. 

By whom signed ', 11 

CIRCULAR LETTERS 157 

COLOR BEARERS 69. 72 

COMMISSIONS. 

Official form 123 

To whom issued, how ordered 93, 129 

COMMITTEES. 
Corps. 

Appointment and duties of 63, 75-78 

DSPARTMXNT. 

Appointment of 89 

National. 

Appointment of 117 

On compilation Red Book, 1906 3 

On revision Red Book, 1912 6 

On revision Red Book, 1914 6 
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PAOB 

COMMITTEES. 
National. 

On Revision 164 

On Legislation 164, 165 

Special 76 

COMMUNICATIONS, OFFICIAL. 

Form for 166, 167 

Secretary must file 69,70,97 

! Revert with office 96 

CONDUCTOR 72 

I CONFERENCE COMMITTEE ". 65, 78 

CONTRIBUTIONS 154, 155, 157 

Appeals for 157 

I For Memorial Day and Southern Memorial Fund 154 

Miscellaneous 157 

CONVENTIONS. 

I District 86, 140 

I Exemplification of ritualistic work 140 

DbpAbtment 83, 84 

, Subordinate to what, governs what 83 

I Roll of 48,51,93,98 

Membership 83, 84 

Department officers on transfer may vote in 53, 54 

Meetings, where and when held 85, 86 

Reports made to 110 

Shall elect Department officers 87 

Shall elect delegates and alternates to National Convention 110, 114, 115 

Shall assess a per capita tax on Corps 135 

National 113, 114 

RoU of 119, 121 

Membership, meetings 113-115 

National officer on transfer may vote in 54 

Reports made to 129 

Voting in 130 

Laws go into effect when 113 

Salute 113 

CORPS. 

SUBOBDINATX COBPS 28-42 

Eligibility to membership in 26 

Formation 28-32 

In foreign country 28 

Must be located at lime of organisation 29 

Meetings, time and place of 66-58 

May establish By-Laws 81 

Shall assess dues upon members 134, 135 
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PAGB 

CORPS. 

SUBOBDrtTATB. 

1 May establish fee for admission by transfer 50 

Members oannot be assessed other than for dues 152 

May continue after Post disbands 40 

May consolidate when 40, 41 

May be transferred from one Post to another 41 

May voluntarily surrender charter 34 

Disbanded, disposal of property 34, 35, 38-40 

May be reorganised 30, 40 

In arrears 40, 139 

Auxiliary to illegally formed Post 29 

Cannot be divorced from Posts 37 

In a Dbpabtment. 

Formed by authority of 28, 31 

Shall be known as 25 

Rank, how established 34 

Expense of organisation 29 

Reports required of 64, 65, 132 

In8i>eotion of 139 

Dbtachbd. 

Formed by authority of 28 

Inspection of 141 

Department Commander may institute 31 

Indbpbndbnt. 

Formation 28 

Name approved by, application endorsed by 28 

May not be organised when 30 

CORPS OFFICERS (See OFFICERS, in Index) 69-74 

CORRESPONDENCE, DISPOSITION OF OLD 157 

COUNCIL. 

Dbpabtmbnt. 

Of whom composed 87 

Duties of 88, 89, 108 

Not law-making body, acts must be legalised by 36 

Consent of Council, necessary to what 35, 40, 85, 86 

Report of 108 

National. 

Of whom composed . . v 115, 116 

Duties and meetings of 128 

Consent of Council, necessary to what 115 

Report of 128 

COUNSELOR. 

Dbpabtmbnt and National. 

Duties, relations with Department and National Presidents . 103 

Department, cannot advise directiy with Corps 103, 104 

National, her "Opinions " may become law how 142 



187 

PAQX 

CREDENTIAL CARDS. 

Must be printed on paper and in blocks 122 

Department. 

Puiehased by whom, issued when and to whom 158, 159 

National. 

Forwarded by and to whom 120, 158, 159 

Issued on application at National Convention 158 

DECISIONS. 

Appeals from 142-144 

Become law when 113, 144 

DECORATION OF GRAVES. 

Of deceased members Grand Army of the Republic 155 

Of deceased members Woman's Relief Corps 155 

DELEGATE-AT-LARGE Ill, 114 

DELEGATES. 
Dbpabtmxnt. 

When and how elected 79, 84 

Number, how determined 84 

Absences and vacancies 79-81 

National. 

When and how elected 114 

Number, how determined 114 

On Roll of National Convention 89 

Absences and vacancies 89, 110, 111, 114 

DEPARTMENT CONVENTION (See CONVENTIONS, in Index) . 83, 84 

DEPARTMENT OFFICERS (See OFFICERS, in Index) 86-110 

DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT (See PRESIDENTS, in Index) . . . 89-96 

DEPARTMENTS. 

Organization of, governed by 82, 83 

May establish By-Laws 112 

Officers of, terms and duties 87-110 

Reports required 97, 100, 101, 104, 105, 108, 109, 110, 136 

In arrears, penalty for 139 

May be remanded to 83 

Charter may be revoked when 83 

DETACHED CORPS (See CORPS, in Index) 28, 40, 176 

DETAILS. 

May be issued for special work 48,63,88,91,105,117 

DISBANDED CORPS (See CORPS, in Index) 34, 35, 38-40 

DISBURSEMENTS. 

May be made only upon regularly drawn orders 70, 71, 99 

From Corps Treaburt 70, 71 

' Legal course of bills presented 71 

Legitimate use of funds 151-153 

From Department Treasury 99, 151 

Relief Fund, to what oases applied 151, 152 
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DISBURSEMENTS. 

Fbom NATioifAL Tbbabubt 121 

May be only in behalf of 130 

May be made by direotion of 130 

Legal eoune of bills preeented 130 

Relief Fund, to what easea applied 151, 152 

DISCHARGE 56.56 

Ho]fomABi<B DxscHABOx Cabd 55 

Who entitled to receive 55 

No oharge may be made for 52 

Request for, may be withdrawn 55 

Badge must be returned before granted 56 

Readmission after taking 55 

Cannot be granted while charges are pending 56 

DiaHONOKABLX , 56 

May be received for 144, 145 

Readmission or reinstatement after 56 

Readmission as charter member 56 

DISCIPLINE . 144-149 

Of members and officers 141-149 

Committees on Investigation must act when 146 

Members on transfer liable to 50 

DISPENSATIONS. 

May be granted as provided in R. and R 46, 47, 54, 85 

National law cannot be set aside by whom 95 

Will of a Corps cannot be set aside by whom 95 

DISPOSITION OF OLD CORRESPONDENCE 157 

DISTRICTS 86, 140 

DUES 134-136 

Or CoBPS Mkmbebs. 

How fixed, when payable 134, 135, 175 

Payable for quarter in which initiated - 134 

May be paid one year in advance 134 

May be remitted only by reason of 136, 137 

Or Corps. 

Rate, how fixed, dues, when forwarded 135, 176 

President may order voucher drawn 135 

Payable for quarter in which organised 135 

Or Dkpabtmxnts. * 

How and when payable 136 

Rate, how fixed, amount, how determined 136, 176 

Or Pbovisional Dkpabtmbntb 136, 176 

DUTIES OF OFFICERS (See OFFICERS in Index) 

Corps 64-74 

Defartmrnt 89-110 

National 117-128 

EARLY DOCUMENTS AND BLANKS 13, 14 

ELECTION. 

To Mbmbbbship , 44, 45 
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ELECTION. 

To OrpzcB. 

Nominations for, when in order 61, 88 

Majority vote neoessary 61 

Secretary may oast ballot when 61, 62 

To CoBPft Offzcx. 

When held 60 

To fill vaoaney in 64 

To Dkpabtment Office. 

When held 87, 88 

To fill vacancy in 88, 96 

To National Officb. 

When held 110 

To fill vacancy in 117 

Of Dblxqates and Altebnates to Dbpabtment Convention 70-81, 84, 85 

To fill vacancy in delegation 85 

Of Delegates and Alternates to National Convention 110, 111, 114, 115 

To fill vacancy in delegation 89,111 

ELECTION RETURNS 133, 134 

COBPS. 

Returns and copy of, certified and forwarded 69, 133, 134 

Department. 

Returns and copy of, certified and forwarded 97, 134 

ELIGIBILITY. 

To Membership. 

Character, deportment, age, loyalty 26 

After rejection 47, 49 

Of wife of foreigner 26 

Of widow or daughter Confederate soldier 27 

Of "All loyal women" 15,44 

Non-eligibility, discovery of 26, 27 

To Office .59, 79, 86, 115 

Of officer in Circle L. of G. A. R 59, 86 

By re-election 86 

By appointment 91 

ENGROSSING CHARTER 41, 156 

EXECUTIVE BOARD. 

Department and National. 

Duties, meetings, reports 109, 128 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 75 

Duties of 75 

Chairman shall audit bills before presentation 75 

Bills come before Corps unless otherwise ordered 76 

EXPENSES. 

National officers must itemise reports of 118,125,127 

Of organizing Corps 29 

Of Department President in discharge of duty 91 
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FEES. 

Fob Msmbsbship. 

Of eharter members 28.29 

By transfer 60 

By reinstatement 138 

Held by Secretary while application pends 43 

When returned, when forfeited 46, 47 

Fob Chabtbbs. 

Of Corps 28 

Of Departments 82 

Of Corps of less than fifteen members 41 

FIRST WOMAN'S RELIEF CORPS 8 

FORMATION SUBORDINATE CORPS 28-34 

FORMS FOR OFFICIAL CORRESPONDENCE ^6(^-168 

FREE BLANKS (See BLANKS, in Index) 176, 177 

FUNDS 151-153 

Relief, use of 151-163, 174 

General, use of 152, 153, 174 

Special fhmds, held as divisions of General Fund ...... 152, 174 

Beneficiary Funds not allowed 152 

Of Independent Society composed of Corps members 153 

No Fund can be used for relief of outsiders 153 

GENERAL FUND. 

Its application and use 152, 153 

May not be used for relief of 153 

GENERAL ORDERS 167, 168 

Official form for 168 

Issued by printer direct to 168 

Reception of 70, 167 

Department and National, order in which read to Corps ... 70, 168 

Must be properly filed 69 

National Orders containing Decisions 158 

GUARD 72, 73 

HOME AND EMPLOYMENT COMMITTEE 77 

HONORABLE DISCHARGE (See DISCHARGE, in Index) .... 55 

HONORARY MEMBERS 116, 165 

HONORS. 

When retained 41, 84, 131 

When lost 156 

When regained 138, 156 

Should be inscribed on transfer cards 53 

INCORPORATION 19_2i 

INITIATION. 

May take place at regular or special meeting 47 
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INITIATION. 

Time limit after notification 46 

Special dispensation may be issued when 46 

Must be itito and by Corps to which application was made . . '47 

Of invalid in her home 46 

INSPECTION 139-141 

FOBM OF AUTHOBITT. 

Use optional with Departments 140 

Officebs. 

Duties of 102, 103, 139-141 

Of Cobps. 

Season for, rehearsal for 139, 140 

Conducted and reported by 139 

Report blanks 141 

Books, records, accounts, subject to inspection 141 

DiBTBZCTS. 

Inspection at Convention of 140 

Status of exemplif3ring Corps reported by 140 

Of Detached Cobps. ' 

Season for, reports of 141 

In remote districts 141 

Of Depabtmbnt Books and Recobds. 

Season for 140, 141 

Conducted and reported by 140, 141 

INSPECTORS. 

Assistant Dbpabtment Inspectobs. 

Nomination and appointment of 140 

Duties of 102, 103, 140, 141 

Preparation and equipment for duty 102, 103, 140 

Dbpabtment Inspectobs. 

Duties of 102, 103, 110, 139-141 

Instructions to 102, 103 

Shall forward blanks and reports 140 

Shall nominate Assistant Inspectors 140 

National. 

Duties of 124, 129, 141 

May give special instructions to 141 

Directs inspection of all Detached Corps 141 

Retiring, will deliver to successor 141 

Report and circular letter shall be confined to 124, 141 

INSTALLATION. 

Of Cobps Officebs. 

When and by whom conducted 62, 63 

May be public 62 

May not be by proxy 63 

Regular Service must be followed 63 
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INSTALLATION. 

Of Dbpabtmsmt Omcraui. 

When and where oondusted 8S, 169 

May be oondueted by 88 

Not preaent at Convention 88 

Or Natiokal Oiticbbs. 

When and where conducted 169 

Not present at Convention 117 

INSTALLING OFFICERS. 

COBPB. 

Eligible, how ehoeen 62 

Duties ol 85. 133, 134 

Retiring President may not aerve except 62 

Poet Commander may be detailed 63 

Dbpabtmemt. 

EligibiUty 88 

Dutifea 115, 134 

INSTITUTING AND INSTALLING OFFICER. 

Depabtmsnt. 

Duties of 104, 105, 110 

Must be especially detailed 105 

National. 

Duties of 124, 125, 129 

INTRODUCTION 7-12 

INVESTIGATING COMMITTEE. 
On Application fob Membbbship. 

Who may not serve 43 

Applications referred 43 

Must report at regular meeting 43 

Ballot must follow report except 43 

President may declare vacancy 44 

When two have signed, report may follow, provided 44 

JOURNALS. 

COBPS. 

By whom kept 68 

Minutes must be read from, corrections noted in 68, 69 

Depabtment. 

Journal matter, by whom prepared for publication 96 

Prepared under whose direction 96, 98 

Questions relating to Journal 98, 99 

National. 

By whom prepared, published, indexed 118,119 

Allowance for expense of editing 175 

Color and style 119 

Roll of Convention in 119 

Distribution, postage 92 
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; JOURNALS. 

i ' -^^ National. 

[ By whom printed 110 

i LETTERS DESIGNATING BLANKS AND REPORTS 176 

I 

LIFE MEMBERS 26, 116 

Are aotive membera National Executive Board 116 

LOCATION. 

Of Corpa 29, 30 

Of Corpe meetings 56, 57 

Of Department Convention '\ ... 85 

Of National Convention 115 

"LOYAL WOMEN" 15,44 

MEMORIAL DAY. 

Observanoe of 154 

Contributions for 164 

Arrangements for 78, 154 

[ Held saored for 154, 155 

Reports of 72,93 

MEMORIAL SERVICE. 

For deceased members 155 

For soldier-sailor dead arranged by 155 

I MEMORIAL TABLET AT ANDERSONVILLE 18 

MEETINGS. 
Of Corps. 

I ^ Must be held at least monthly, hour must be fixed 56-58 

I May not be set aside except for 57 

May be held where ^ . . . 57 

r Quorum 58 

Calling to order in absence of 66, 68 

Special, laws governing calling and conduct of 57 

Admission of children to 58 

Private grievance of member must not be shown in 66 

Or DBPABTlfKNT. 

Annual, where and when held 85 

May be held at contiguous point 85 

May be held at date other than 85 

Semi-annual may be held 85 

Special, how called, conditions governing 85,86 

Or National. 

Annual, where and when held 115 

May be held at contiguous point 115 

Special, how called, laws governing 115 

OV DsPAJmODNT COXTNOZL. 

When held, how called, quorum, minutes, report 108 ' 
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MEETINGS. 

Ov National Ck>x7ifciL. 

When held, how oalled, quorum, minutee, report 128 

Voting by letter in - 188 

Of AuDrmro CoMMrmii. 

Corpe and Department, by whom oalled 77, 94 

Of ExBCtrmrx Board. 

Department 109 

MINUTES. 

COBPB MSSTINOB. 

Prepared, ngned, approved 67, 08, 

Reading and oorreetion of 68, 09 

May not be ehanged after approval by 70 

Only bumness transaetionB should be recorded 70 

Of Dspabtmsnt Convention. 

Reoorded and prepared for publioation by 96, 98, 99 

Under direction retiring President 96, 98, 99 

Cannot be ehanged by Council 109 

Of National Convention. 

Recorded by 120 

Prepared for publioation by 119 

Of Department Council. 

Reoorded by 96 

Presented as report to 108 

Of National Coxtncil. 

Reoorded by 120 

Presented as report to 128 

MISCELLANEOUS CONTRIBUTIONS 157 

MISTAKES. 

In balloting 43,44 

In annulling charter 38 

Correction of 38, 60, dE) 

MUSICLA.N 60,74 

NAME. 

Of Order 25 

Of subordinate organizations 25, 26 

Of State organisations 26 

Of National organisation 26 

Of National corporation 19 

NATIONAL CONVENTION (See CONVENTIONS, in Index) . . . 113, 114 

NATIONAL OFFICERS (See OFFICERS, in Index) 115,116 

NOMINATIONS. 

For election 60, 61, 86, 87 

For appcnntment 62, 89, 140 

NUMBER. 

Establishing rank of Corps, how determined S6, 84 

OBJECTS . , , 25 



195 

PAOK 

ORDERS, GENERAL (See GENERAL ORDERS, in Index) 167. 168. 67. 69. 70 
OFFICERS. 

COBPS. 

EligibUity 69 

Eleetion. instaUment 60-63 

Duties 64-74 

Eleetive, may be removed 64 

Dbpabtmint. 

Eligibility, election, installation 86-88 

Duties and reports 89-110 

]Exeeutive ofi&oers of 87 

Resignation of 88 

National. 

Eligibility, election, installation 115-117 

Duties and reports 117-128 

COBPS, DlPABTMBNT, NATIONAL. 

Terms of 62 

Appointive, may be removed 59 

Pbovibional. 

Appointment, powers, duties, terms 131 

OFFICDIL COMMUNICATIONS 166, 167 

Should be aooessibly filed 70 

OFFICIAL PRINTER 119 

OFFICIAL PROPERTY 91, 96, 117, 118 

ORGANIZATION. 

Of Corps 28, 29, 34 

Of Departments 82 

Of National 7-12 ' 

Of Provisional Departments 131 

PASSWORDS. 

DlPABTMBNT AND NATIONAL. 

Proper use of each 73 

May be given out only by or upon request of 66 

How transmitted 93 

President pro tern, may give 68 

^ May be given visiting member when 51, 66 

Department officer on transfer, when entitled 54 

Member on transfer, when entitied 51, 52 

Person not entitled must Ictave room when 53 

Must be taken wherever ritualistic work is done 68 

PAST OFFICERS. 

COBPS. 

Of consolidated Corps 41 

Past Corps Presidents on election returns and Corps Roll 51 

Past Corps Presidents on Roll Department Convention ... 93 



106 

PAoa 
PAST OFFICERS. 

DBPABnONf. 

On Roll and eleetion returns of Departments 98 

Past Department Pretidente on Roll National Convention . . 110 
National. 

Duties of 110. 121 

PATRIOTIC INSTRUCTOR (See PATRIOTIC WORK, in Index). 

Corps 73, 74 

Department 105-107 

National 125-127 

PATRIOTIC WORK. 

In PubUo Sehools 73, 105-107 

In Sunday Schools 125, 126 

In oommunities 74 

Obeenranoe of anniversaries 74, 105-107 

For Patriotie Education, Humane Teaching, Peace and Arbi- 
tration 105-107, 125, 126 

Supplies and literature 105, 106, 107. 125, 126 

PER CAPITA TAX (See DUES, in Index) 134-136 

POSTS AND CORPS. 
Rklatioms. 

Auxiliary and name 28 

Name and number 20 

Financial 30, 39 

Number of auxiliaries allowed Post 30 

Organisation and locality 31 

Surrender Corps charter on demand 35, 36 

Cannot be divorced 36, 37 

Authority of Commander 38 

Disbanding 30,40 

Consolidating 40, 41 

Transfer of Corps 41 

PREAMBLE 23 

PREFACES 3,5.6 

PRESIDENTS. 
Cosps. 

Duties of 64H}8 

Rules for presiding 65 

Giving out passwords, filling chairs 66 

Must conform strictly to Ritual 67 

-^ May order voucher drawn for what 67 

Communicating with National President 67 

Cannot set aside a ballot 48 

President pro tem., election, powers, qualifications 68 

Dkpabtmbnt. 

Duties of 89-06 

In absence of 00 

Jurisdiction 48 
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PRESIDENTS. 

DBPABTlfaMT. 

Expenses in disoharge of duties 91 

May detail for servioe 91, 92 

Shall guard interests of Army Nurses 92 

May set^aside ballot when 48,94,95 

May grant dispensations 46, 47 

Cannot set aside National law 95 

Shall report to Department Chaplain G. A. R 93 

Shall furnish to publisher list for ' . . 92 

Shall turn over official property when 91, 96 

National. 

Duties of 117-119 

Jurisdietion 49 

May act in oases great national need 118 

Co-operation with Red Cross Sooiety 118 

Shall edit and index National Journal 119 

Shall leave complete record in official Roster 118 

Her opinion may become law when 142 

PRESS CORRESPONDENT. 

CoBPS 74 

Office of, how filled in special cases 63 

Dbpabtmbnt. 

Duties of 107, 108 

National 127, 128 

Dissemination of literature issued by 125, 126 

PROVISIONAL DEPARTMENT (See DEPARTMENT, in Index) . 131 

PROXIES 63, 156 

QUORUM. 

In Corps meetings 58 

In Department Council 108 

In National Council 128 

READMISSION. 

Of honorably discharged or dropped member 55 

Of dishonorably discharged member 56 

Of member in arrears to disbanded Corps 55 

Of member disbanded Corps, entitied, but without transfer . 54 

RED CROSS 118 

REINSTATEMENT. 

From dropped 138 

Reobligation as an act of courtesy 139 

From dishonorable discharge 56 

REJECTED APPLICANTS. 

Must be notified, fee returned 47 

May apply to Corps rejecting, when 47 

May apply to another Corps, when 47 

RELIEF COMMITTEE 75. 151-153 
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RELIEF FUND IfWas 

COBPS. 

For imiirtiwioft o^ 151 

Disbunad by 75 

Proper um of 76, 152 

Remitted dues and floral oflferioci not relief 152, 153 

Legitimate objects for relief work 152 

Dkpajwmbnt. 

Disbursed by, where applied 151, 152 

National. 

How dispensed, where applied 151, 152 

Relief rendered, how reported 123 

REPORTS 132, 133 

Of Corps offieers and oommittees M, fl0«*78, 132, 133 

Of Department ofiBoers 07-103, 110 

Of National officers 129 

REPRESENTATIVES. 

To Department Convention 79-81, 84, 85 

To National Convention 110. Ill, 114, 115 

RESOLUTIONS 165 

Must be published prior to National Convention 165 

REVISIONS AND DECISIONS 158 

RITUAL. 

Must be kept seeret 149, 150 

Must be strictly conformed to 67, 72 

Supply must be held by, shipment endorsed by 100 

May not be sold nor given to members 150 

Flag Work incorporated in 150 

How amended 166 

ROLL. 

Or CoBPS. 

Transferred Past Corps Prendents on 51 

Ov Dbpabtmbnt CONVBMnON. 

Transferred Past Department officers on 98 

Past Department Prendents on 93 

Or National Convbntioh. 

Past Department Presidents on 119 

Permanent member Convention belonging to Detached Corps . 121 

Honorary members on 116 

Must designate what 121 

For of Ron-eall 160 

RULES OF ORDER 

For Department and National Conventions ~: 169*173 

RULES AND REGULATIONS. 

How amended 165 

Proposed changes, how promulgated and referred 165 

Members of the Order must subscribe to 49, 68 
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SALARIES. 

Of Corpe Secretary and Treaturw 137, 188 

Of Department Beeretary and TrMsuror 07, 100 

Of National Seoretary and Treasurer IM, 122, 175 

SANITARY COMMISSION AND SOLDIERS' AID 7 

SECRECY 14Q, 150 

What thall be kept aeeret 149,150 

Penalty lor violating obligation of 'seoreey 150 

SECRETARY. 

Corpe, duties of 69-70, 182 

Department, duties of 06-M, 132, 158 

National, duties of 119-121. 128, 132, 183, 158, 159 

SPECIAL DAYS 106-107 

SPONSOR FOR THE FLAG 126 

STAFF OFFICERS. 

Department and National, reports requited of 110, 129 

SUPPLIES. 

How ordered, express and freight, when prepaid 78, 123 

For Departments, when best ordered 100 

For organisation of Detaohed Corps 122 

For organisation small Corps 41, 42 

National Treasurer must furnish list of 122 

Must be turned over to 117,118,121,123,125,127 

SUSPENSION. 

Of members. Corps and Departments in arrears 136-189 

Of offioers against whom eharges have been preferred .... 146 

Of members as a penalty under Discipline 95, 145 

Of order of business 66, 66 

TAXES (See DUES, in Index) 134-186 

TESTIMONIAL TO COL. ROBERT B. BEATH 16 

TITLES OP ADDRESS 156 

TRANSFER. 

Fee for admission by, established by Corps 50 

Admission by, application for 49-51 

May be Into any Department 50 

A two-thirds ballot elects 47,48 

A transferred member retains badge 162 

TRANSFER CARD. 

Who are entitled, card, how procured 51, 52 

Must be granted if 52 

No charge may be made for 52 

Granted a Past Officer must be inscribed how 63 

Member holding entitled to password if 52 

Valid one year from date of issue 52 

Carries visiting privileges 52 

May be presented in any Department 60 

Department or National offioers holding entitled to 54 
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TRANBFBR CARD. 

Expired, aota m honorable dieeliarie ^ 52, 64 

Expired, should aooompany applioation for readmiaMon ... 54 

Failure proper ot&een to ieeue 55, 56 

TREASURER. 

COBPS. 

Duties of 70-72, 78. 133. 160 

Reimburses Corps when 71 

A«oeptanee of dues 72 

Dbpabtmkmt. 

Duties 09. 100, 133. 161 

Name and address shall be printed on 100 

National. 

Duties 121-123.129,161 

Supplemental statement, list of supplies 118, 122, 133 

Credit to standing aeoount when 122 

VACANCIES. 

In Corps offiee 64 

In Department offioe 88,89.97,98 

In National offioe 117 

In delegation to Department Convention 79, 80 

In delegation to National Convention 88, 89, 111 

May be deolared in elective offiee 64 

VICE-PRESIDENT. 

Corps 68 

Department . . . ^ 96 

National 119 

VISITING CARD. 

Conditions upon whieh granted 51 

How procured , 51 

Coven only period f<Hr which dues are paid in advance ... 51 

Entitles holder to passwords 51 

VISITING MEMBER. 

Should respond to gavel when 51 

May be asked to fill chair only as matter of instruction ... 66 

May be given password upon request of 66 

VOTING 130 

In Corps 60-62, 130 

In Department Convention .' 87 

In National Convention 116, 130 

Casting a unanimous vote 61, 62 

W.R.C. HISTORY. 

Complimentary oopiee diaU be sent to 119 

Series to be continued 119 
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